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PREFACE. 



The Biography of Dewitt Clinton, which is now 
submitted to the public, was originally intended to 
have been a mere sketch, comprised within less 
than a third of its present extent The subject, 
however, was found to present itself in so many 
new and important points of view, that it appear- 
ed probable that so meager an outline would have 
given but little satisfaction to the reader. In this 
stage of the composition, the author was tendered 
the use of the manuscript papers of the subject of 
the biography, and various other materials, by the 
kindness of Charles A. Clinton, the worthy and 
estimable son of so distmguished a father. To 
this gentleman thanks are gratefully returned for 
this and various other assistance which he has ren- 
dered the author. Thus, while no undue influence 
has been exerted by any of the relatives or friends- 
of the departed statesman, the work will have the 
merit, if it possess no other, of being drawn from 
the most authentic sources. 

Columbia CoUegt, June, 1840. 
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DEWITT CLINTON. 

CHAPTER L 

Jntroduction. — Memoir of the FamUy of ClirvUm. 

In undertaking a biography of Dewitt Clinton, 
a task of no little difficulty is to be performed. 
Few m«[i have^ been more the object of virulent 
animosity or of more exalted praise. It is, there- 
fore, hardly possible to obtain any reasonable esti- 
mate of his character and public services from the 
testimony of his contemporaries; a part of whom 
sought to sink him below the lev^l in popular es- 
teem of Vhich he was certainly worthy, while 
others, perhaps, endeavoured to raise him to a 
standing to which he was hardly entitled. In 
such conflicting testimony, the truth can with dif- 
ficulty be reached. 

It ^ill be necessary, too, in describing his ca- 
reer, to open anew the wounds of political discord. 
In the violent contests between two great and 
powerful parties, which preceded the war of 1812, 
and in the continual fluctuations of opinion which 
have since occurred, there was hardly any distin- 
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14 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

guished individual of our state who has not at on« 
time been opposed to Clinton, and at another uni- 
ted with him in the pursuit of the same political 
object; and of these many still survive. There 
were also others, who, opposed to him personally 
in the early period of his life, continued that op- 
position to the hour of his death, and seem to 
have been guided finally by no other principle but 
that of being found in the party where he was 
not ; and there have been some who sunk all oth- 
er considerations in devoted attachment to his for- 
tunes. 

Those who were so long his open enemies, how- 
ever, ^rey not upon the character of the dead ; 
and those who, with fair and manly feelings, sup- 
ported him when his course was conastent with 
their views of state and national policy, and act- 
ed against him without personal motives when 
their opinions did not coincide with his, cannot be 
offended by a narrative, intended to be impartial, 
of his eventful career. There are those, however 
who meanly flattered him when possessed of pow 
er, and as basely deserted him when the tide ol 
politics set against him, to whom a candid account 
of the vicissitudes of his political life must recaU 
disagreeable reflections ; and there must be some 
of those who almost deified him while alive, who 
may feel disappointed at the coldness of the prais 
es which this history awards him. 
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DEWITT CLINTON. 15 

The name and family of Clinton are insepara- 
bly conneoted with the history of the Province and 
State of New-York. Under the royal government, 
George Clinton, a naval officer of high rank, was 
for a time chief-magistrate of the colony. A sec- 
ond -of the same name, the uncle of the subject 
of our memoir, was the first governor of the state 
after its independence was declared. This office 
he held for eighteen years, and was distinguished, 
not only for a faithful discharge of the civil duties 
of his office, but for a brave though unsuccessful 
defence of the passes of the Highlands, at the 
head of the militia suddenly gathered to oppose 
the royal forces. 

James Clinton, the father of Devritt, was a 
brave and useful military officer in the war of 
1756 and in that of the revolution; while a third 
of the name of George, the son of James and 
brother of Dewitt, represented the City of New- 
York in the Congress of the United States. 

However unimportant we may justly view such 
pretensions as are founded on ancestral worth 
alone, and however poUtic it may be in a repub- 
lican government to reject all claims to distinction 
growing out of such a cause, we may still feel, 
and with propriety gratify, a curiosity as to the 
race whence our eminent public servants have 
drawn their descent. In countries where an aris- 
tocracy prevails, the sons often derive all their dis- 
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16 AMERICAN BIOGEAPHY. 

tinction from the exploits and virtues of their sdres; 
while in those where no such adventitious source 
of dignity exists^ the merits of the descendant re- 
flect back honour upon the memory of his progen- 
itors. 

Th^ family which bears the name of Clinton is 
of Norman origin. Individuals belonging to it 
appear in the history of the Crusades, and figure 
in the chivalrous chronicles of Froissart and Mon- 
strelet For our own purposes, we need only go 
back to the immediate ancestor of the branch 
which settled in the State erf New-York, who was 
a gentleman of fortune and influence in the reign 
of Charles I. A cadet of the family of the Earls 
of Lincoln, he espoused, along with many other 
scions of noble houses, the royal side in the civil 
war. On the failure of that cause, he had attain- 
ed a sufficient degree of eminence as its adherent 
to be too obnoxious to the victors to hope for safe- 
ty. He therefore took refuge on the Continent. 
We next find him in Scotland, imder circumstan- 
ces which lead to the impression that he had ac- 
companied Charles 11. in the brave but unfortu- 
nate effort which that prince made to reconquer 
England at the head of the Scottish army. Here 
he married a lady of the noble house of Kennedy. 
After the disastrous battle of Worcester, he, with 
his wife, sought refuge in Ireland, in which coun- 
try he died, leaving a son of the tender age of two 
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DEWITT CLINTON. 17 

James Clinton, the son, made an attempt, on 
reaching the age of manlnxx], to regain the estate 
of his father, sequestered by the commonwealth 
for his adherence to the royal cause. Here he ex- 
perienced the ingratitude which disgrficed the res- 
toration of the Stuarts. The estate was withheld 
on plea of an act of limitation, and no indemnity 
was granted to him. During his stay in England 
m presenting Jiis claims, he wooed and wedded 
Elizabeth Smith, the daughter of an officer in the 
army of the Parliament The fortune of this lady 
was suiEcient to establish him respectably in Ire- 
land, whither he returned on the failure of his 
claim upon royal gratitude. 

It is not to be questioned, that the denial of 
what was no more than strict justice must have 
lessened, in a great degree, the feelings of loyalty 
to kings which James Clinton may have derived 
from his parents. His children, in addition, drew 
their maternal descent from the stem republicans 
who had doomed a monarch to the block. We 
therefore find Charles Clinton, his son, a dissenter 
fi'om the established religion, and in (^position to 
the ruling party in Ireland. 

While the revolution of 1689, and the accession 
of the House of Hanover, established the privile- 
ges of Englishmen on a surer foundation, Ireland 
was treated as a conquered country, and ruled by 
a small minority of her population upon princi- 
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18 AMER.CAN BIOGRAPHY. 

pies of bigotry and intolerance. In order to es- 
cape the annoyance and oppression arising from 
this policy in the government, Charles Clinton, in 
the 40th year of his age, resolved to emigrate to 
North America. In this determination he was 
joined by a nuBaber of friends and neighbours, 
subject to the same disqualifications, who cluster* 
ed around him as the leader of their enterprise. 
Pennsylvania was the proposed object of the voy- 
age on which they embarked from Dublin in May, 
1729. From want of skill or fidelity in the mas- 
ter of the vessel, the passage was prolonged to 
the month of October, when the members of the 
proposed colony were happy to be landed on the 
bleak and inhospitable paunsula of Cape Cod. 
In this disastrous voyage many of the passengers 
perished, and Charles Clinton lost an only son 
and one of his two daughters. 

Their original intentions bong thus frustrated, 
Charles Clinton and his associates remained for a 
time at Cape Cod, until ^ place of settlement 
could be chosen. This was at last found in the 
valley of the Walldll, in the present county of 
Orange. To this they removed in the spring t)f 
1731. 

The choice of the land fcxr this settlement re- 
flects credit on the sagacity of Charles CUnton. 
Up to this time the selection of lands had .been 
principally directed by their capacity for the growth 
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DEWITT CLINTON. 19 

of grain. He, as ibee leader of a colony accustom* 
ed to pastoral occupations rather than tillage, 
sought for soil which should yidd a rich and 
abundant pasturage, and thus formed the nucleus 
of that industrious body of Irish Presbyterians, 
whose luxuriant fields of grass, and the valued 
products of their milk, justify the scriptural appel- 
lation of the land of Ooshen, which has been 
given to this pastc»ral region. Under the influ- 
ence of that strong attachment to the land of their 
ancestors, which was not destroyed until after 
years of oppressicm and suffering, this colony gave 
to tiieir settlement the name <^ little Britain. 

In the early settlement of the Province of N^w- 
York, it had been customary for bands of emigrants 
to unite together under a leader for the purpose 
of mutual defence and support Such leaders 
were, in many cases, persons of capital and enter- 
prise, who sought^ in the establishment of a colo- 
ny, a profitable investm^it for themselves, in a 
property entailed upon their descendants. The 
policy of the early government, under both Bata- 
vian and English rule, favoured tlris mode of set- 
tlement ; and grants were jpaade of large tracts to 
the leaders, in order to be apportioned amoi^ their 
followers upon tenures ^Imost feudal in their char- 
acter. In this there was no real injustice, because 
much of the cost of the transportation of the emir 
grants from Europe was defrayed by the leader 
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20 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

of the expedition, who also paid the fees, small 
though they might be, attendant upon issuing the 
patent, and extinguished the Indian claim. . Such 
tenures still exist among, us; and the occupiers 
of the land, forgetful of the circumstances under 
which their predecessors acquired their possessions, 
are apt to grumble at the moderate rents in kind^ 
and personal services, which serve, in fact, to pay 
the cost of emigration and settlement The com- 
panions of Charles Clinton, although they looked 
up to him as a leader, were not dependant in their 
circumstances. The settlement at Little Britain 
was therefore made on prindples of strict equali* 
ty, each head of a family acquiring in fee that por- 
tion of land which his capital or his command of 
labour enabled him to occupy to advantage. In 
spite of this principle of equality, the superior in- 
telligence and education of Charles Clinton gave 
him a consideration among his neighbours as ele- 
vated as if he had become possessed of manorial 
rights^ 

Although distant no more than sixty miles from 
New-York, and only eight from the bank of the 
Hudson, the settlement of Little Britain was a 
frontier post The house of Charles Chnton was 
therefore fortified, as a security, not for himself and 
family alone, but as a refuge for his neighbours in 
threatened attacks from Indian enemies. 

In becoming an integral part of a well-govem« 
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DEWITT CLINTON. 21 

cd community, the supremacy of the laws was to 
be maintained, and he was forthwith named a jus- 
tice of the peace. Before many years elapsed, 
his usefulness in this capacity was extended by his 
receiving the appointment of a judge of the Com- 
mon Pleas for the county of Ulster, within the Um- 
its of which Little Britain at that time fell. 

These offices, which were then exercised without 
emolument, and were, therefore, no object to those 
who might otherwise have sought them as a means 
of livelihood, furnish evidence of the high estima- 
tion in which Charles Clinton was held by his 
neighbours and by the government of the prov- 
ince. In an age of httle litigation, his judicial du- 
ties did not interfere with the cultivation of his 
farm, nor; prevent his attention to the education of 
his family. It has been seen that his first-bom 
son died on the passage from Europe. Four oth- 
ers were born to him after his settlement at Little 
Britain. The two eldest of these chose the pro- 
fession of medicine, and the second of them served 
as surgeon in the combined English and Conti- 
nental army which took the Havannah in 1762. 

James, the third son, was bom in 1736, and 
was educated under the patemal roof. "When the 
war of 1756 broke out, his father received the ap- 
pointment of Heutenant-colonel in the militia of the 
province, and the son was, at the same time, na- 
med an ensign in his father's regiment. In these 
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capacities botb^were called into active service^ and 
were present at the capture of Fort Frontwiac in 
Upper Canada, on the site of the present town ot 
Kingston. 

The fourth son was called George, after the co- 
lonial governor of that name, who claimed and 
admitted the ties of consanguinity with the settler 
of the valley of the Walldll. George Clinton, 
who held for so many years the office of govemoi* 
of the State of New-York, and died Vice-presi* 
dent of the United States, is too well known in 
American history to require to be commemorated 
by us. He was also an officer at the capture of 
Fort Frontenac. 

James Clinton had attained, at the close of the 
French war in 1761, the rank of captain, and 
was successively promoted through the intermedi- 
ate stations to the command of the second regi- 
ment of Ulster coimty Militia, which he held at 
the commencement of the struggle for independ- 
ence. His father did not live to see that con- 
test, but died in the year 1773. James Clihton, 
in the interval between the close of the French 
war and the beginning of that of the revolution, 
married Miss Mary Dewitt, a descendant of a fSaim- 
ily from Holland. Four sons were the fruit of this 
union, of whom Dewitt, the subject of this Me- 
moir, was the second. 

On the commencement of hostilities in 1776, 
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James Clinton was among the first oi&cers who 
were named by Congress to take commands in the 
army raised mider its authority. His first appoint- 
ment was as colonel in the New-York hne; he 
was subsequently promoted to the rank of briga- 
dier, and held the commission of major-general at 
Ae close of the war. He distinguished himself in 
the defence of the passes of the Highlands, when 
stormed by the British army in 1777. In this ac- 
tion he served under the command of his brother, 
then commanding, as governor of the state, the 
militia which had been called into active service, 
while the British forces were led by Sir Heniy 
Clinton, the son of the colonial governor, in hon- 
our of whom George had been named. 

He afterward commanded the forces collected 
in the Valley of the Mohawk to oppose the Indians 
and Tories who threatened the setflements of that 
region, and subsequentiy led his army to join that 
of General Sullivan, in the expedition which drove 
the Indians from their fastnesses. Of this united 
army he commanded the right wing, and contrib- 
uted much to the success of that undertaking. In 
order to join Sullivan, it was necessary to make a 
military road from the Mohawk at Fort -Plain to 
Lake Otsego. Here boats were to be built to con- 
vey the troops with thrir stores, and, in order to 
float them over the bars and shallows of the up- 
C 
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per Susquehanna, a temporary flush of water was 
obtained by damming up the outlet of the lake. 

He last appeared in arms at the siege of York- 
town, where he aided in the capture oi Comwal- 
lis and his army. * 

At the dose of the Revolutionary war General 
James Clinton retired to his estate in Orange coim- 
ty. Here, however, he was not suffered to remain 
imemployed in the service of his native state, but 
was frequently called upon to exercise offices of 
high trust, and to perform legislative duties. 

Such was the race from which the subject of 
our memoir derived his birth; and his own talents 
and distinguished public services, so far from re- 
quiring the aid of ancestral dignity to illustrate 
him, would have ennobled the family from which 
he sprung. 
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CHAPTER n, 

Birth ofDewitt CtisKton^ — His early EducaHm, — 
He studies est the Kingston Academy. — He is 
present at the Evacuation of J^ev^-York, — He 
enters Columbia College. — Jtocotrnt of the Pro^ 
fessors of that Institution. — Clinton distinguish" 
es himsdf as a Scholar^ and graduates with the 
highest honours. 

Dewitt Clintcw was bora March 2d, 1769, at 
little Britain, the residence'af his father. General 
James Clinton* Hia early education was intrust- 
ed to the Rev. Mr. Mofiat, the pastor of the Pres- 
byterian church in that settlement. In 1782 he 
was removed to the Academy of Kingston, an in- 
^tation at that time of high celebrity, under the 
direction of a Mr. Addison. It was, in fact, the 
only public school that had been able to maintain 
its usefulness 'unimpaired during the revolutionary 
war. The whole state, with the exception of a 
small part in Ibe ndghbourhood of Albany, had 
"been die seat of active hostihties. The British 
•armies had penetrated from the north as far as Still- 
water, and from the south nearly to the present ate 
^ Hudson. Kingston itself had been sacked and 
burned, bat this caused no Icmg suspension of the 
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operations of its academy, which an enlightened 
public spirit speedily re-edified? In the year 1784, 
having mastered all the subjects taught at the 
Kingston Academy, Dewitt Clinton was removed 
from it by his father, for the purpose of entering 
upon a more elevated course of study. For this 
purpose the college at Princeton was selected, and 
the son accompanied his father to New-York on 
their way to that institution. General Clinton had 
some months before taken a part in the ceremonial 
of receiving possession of New-York from the 
British troops. His son had then visited the city, 
where he witnessed the final evacuation of that im- 
portant position by those who had so long held it, 
and shared in the joy of those who, after seven 
years of exile, were restored to their homes and 
household gods. 

Thirty years before, a college had been estab- 
lished, by royal charter, in the City of New-York. 
This had been eminently successful in the produc- 
tion of sound and elegant scholars ; and although 
its usefulness had been narrowed by the attempt to 
conduct it in conformity to the system of an estab- 
lished churc^h, and for the propagation of royalist 
principles, it had, notwithstanding, trained some of 
the most eminent men who had taken the part of 
their country in the Revolutionary struggle. This 
institution had been almost ruined by the war. 
Its students and teachers had been driven out to 
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make room for the sick of the American army ; its 
president chased from his post by a mob, enraged 
at his warm ami vigorous support of the British 
cause ; its library, then the most complete on the 
Continent, wasted and dispersed; its apparatus 
and museum destroyed. The occupation of New- 
York by the British forces did not mend its con- 
dition. Thus, while Cambridge, Princeton, Phil- 
adelphia, and Williamsburg had in succession 
become the quarters of armies, or the actual seat of 
hostilities, without sustaining any injury to their 
well-endowed universities, that of New-York had 
been almost obliterated. 

The circumstances in which young Clinton was 
placed were the direct means of reviving this de- 
cayed institution. The nephew of the governor of 
the state and the son of one of its most distinguish- 
ed citizens, it appeared to be a public disgrace 
that he should be compelled to resort to another 
state for his education. It was therefore deter- 
mined to attempt to reopen the deserted halls of 
the college in New-York. A lucky chance per- 
mitted this to be done imder the auspices of men 
of no little learning. 

On the close of hostilities, the inhabitants of 
one of the counties of Virginia had resolved to re- 
store a deserted academy of that state. For this 
purpose they had addressed themselves to Dr. Ogil- 
vie, of Aberdeenshire, in Scotland; and, at his^ in- 
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stance, two yotmg men of tigk promise and much 
learning had crossed the Atlantic. On reaching 
Virginia, they found that the inducements which 
had been held out to them were unfounded, and 
that no provision had been made for thdr comfort- 
able support. Thus disappointed in their expecta- 
tions, they had reached New-York on their return 
to their native country, the one burning with in- 
dignaticm and dii^usted with everything American, 
the other in sorrow at leaving a countly for whose 
people and institutions he had conceived an attach- 
ment In this state of mind they were found by 
Mr. Duane, the mayor of the city ; and while the 
former not only declined for himself, but endeav- 
oured to dissuade his companion, the latter joyful- 
ly accepted a call which promised the attainment 
of his desires. 

This young Scotsman whom chance thus pre^ 
sented was the late John Kemp, LL.D., who for 
28 years after was the soul pf the institution, to 
which, in lieu of its former style of King's, the 
name of Columbia College w^s now given. The 
son of a father who had lost his property by his 
adherence to the cause of the Stuarts, he had been 
brought up by an uncle. While a student in the 
University of Aberdeen, he had competed for, and, 
after three days of hard contest, gained the prize 
of mathematical learning. The most valuable 
part of this distinction was the right of receiving 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DEW ITT CLINTON. 29 

the instructions of the mathematical professor du- 
ring the long vacations of seven months, which 
interrupt the courses of the Scottish Universities. 

The professor at that time was Hamilton, who 
outlived his pupil, and distinguished the close of 
his hfe by the publication of his celebrated argu- 
ment against the popular belief, that a debt did 
not diminish the wealth of a nation. In this place 
-we have only time to say, that this argument, which 
carried with it immediate conviction, may be con- 
sidered as having been the distant cause of the 
long peace which has continued among civilized 
nations since the downfall of Napoleon. 

Dr. Kemp was not unworthy of the privileges 
which his previous proficiency had gained for him, 
and left college one of the best mathematicians of 
the age. His other attainments were also great : 
he was an excellent classical scholar, and had 
mastered jdl the physical knowledge of the day. 

Another fortunate chance secured to Columbia 
College the services of the Rev. Wm. Cochran, 
a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, a sound 
and excellent classical scholar. The revived insti- 
tution had also the benefit of the services of Ben- 
jamin Moore, afterward the right reverend bisiiop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the state. 
This gentleman, distinguished for his sound learn- 
ing, his fine taste, and his persuasive eloquence, 
was a model of mild courtesy, and often succeeded 
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in enforcing discipline by an appeal to feelings of 
honour and sense of character, when harsh meas- 
ures would have been unavailable. His important 
duties in the organization of his church, and the 
high responsibility of the station to which he was 
speedily elevated, withdrew him from the labours 
of education. After some years he was restored 
to the college in the capacity of its chief officer, 
but without any share in its active tuition; and 
under his rule the institution rose to a high degree 
of prosperity, from which it fell for a time under 
the administration of an officer, whose high abili- 
ties and learning were not tempered by the pru- 
dence and caution for which Bishop Moore was so 
eminent 

Dr. Moyes, who filled the chair of Natural His- 
tory and Chemistry, had the misfortune to be 
bhnd ; yet his lectures were popular and instruct- 
ive. He had the high merit of being the first to 
introduce the latter science into the United States, 
freed from the dreams of alchymy. It was, how- 
ever, still in its infancy, and the brilliant discoveries 
of Lavoisier were not yet received or even comple- 
ted. Hence, in after life, Clinton found the neces- 
sity of keeping up with the progress of this sci- 
ence, of which even the language in which he 
had studied it was entirely changed. This labour, 
however irksome, he encountered. 

The faculty of the college was completed by 
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the appointment of Samuel Bard, M.D.9 to the 
chair of Natural Philosophy, and of Dr. Grose to 
that of Metaphysical Science. 

Of this faculty, Messrs. Kemp and Cochran 
alone devoted their whole time to the business of 
their chairs. The other gentlemen had, in addi- 
tion, other professional pursuits. This was for the 
moment favourable ; for they were men of high 
eminence and learning, who were collected by the 
wants of the growing city, and were thus enabled 
to afford their valuable services, at a time when 
the dilapidated state of the finances of the college, 
and the limited number of the pupils, would not 
have permitted the call of persons of equal attain- 
ments for the specific duty. 

The organization that was at this time attempt- 
ed of a university, which, with the college of New- 
York as its centre, was intended to include all the 
public seminaries of the state, was a plan of much 
promise, and, had it been pursued in the spirit of 
those who proposed it, might have been attended 
with incalculable advants^e. It is remarkable, 
that it seems to have been the model on which, 
some years later, the University of France was 
framed ; and that has been pre-eminently success- 
ful. The two projects, however, differed in one 
essential feature. The central administration of 
the University of France is, indeed, presided over 
by a minister of state, but it includes m its body 
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men who have risen to it by success as teach- 
ers; the board of regents of the University of the 
State of New-York is elected by the Legislature, 
and, from the first, all men of practical skill in in- 
struction seem to have been carefully excluded. 

We need only say, the scheme was not carried 
into effect Columbia College was soon withdrawn 
from all but the nominal jurisdictioii of the regents; 
and no unity of purpose or action exists among the 
colleges and academies of the state. Finally, on 
the establishment of the school fund, it was not 
considered expedient to vest its management in 
that board, which, had it been efficient, would have 
seemed to be the proper organ for dispensing the 
public bounty. 

Dewitt Clinton was the first matriculated stu- 
dent of the college, re-established in the manner 
we have mentioned, and was admitted to the ju- 
nior class. The instructions of the able teachers 
who have been named were not without their ef- 
fect upon the future character and services of Clin- 
ton. In no well-conducted institution would he 
have failed to become a distinguished scholar; but 
there were certain views and principles which he 
could not, at that time, have heard discussed in 
any other institution. Dr. Kemp, the favourite 
pupil of Professor Hamilton, was in the habit, in 
his mathematical course, of enforcing the yet im- 
published Views of his master on the subject of 
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puUic debts ; and urging the necessity of provi- 
ding for every debt contracted a sum sufficient not 
only to defray the interest, but to pay off the prin- 
cipal by an annuity. In his lectures in illustra- 
tion of the mechanical part of natural philosophy, 
he prided himself on giving to every subjeci^ 
practical bearing, and thus the principles and his- 
tory of canal navigation formed a favourite theme. 
He, in particular, insisted on the necessity of aban- 
doning all attempts to improve the navigation of 
small rivers, and of substituting canals for the 
whole distance; illustrating his position by the 
celebrated saying of Bradley, that such streams 
" v^ere intended by the Almighty for feeding ca- 
nals." At the time that Clinton was his pupil, his 
acquaintance with the topography of the United 
States would not probably have enabled him to 
have formed the clear and lucid views he was sub- 
sequently in the habit of expressing, in relation to 
the capacities of the State of New-York for inland 
navigation. These became afterward a matter of 
public record, in a letter he addressed to his friend 
Dr. Beattie. In this he points out the possibility 
of a canal navigation from Oswego to Albany, and 
an extension to the West by the Seneca River to 
the heads of the Seneca and Cayuga Lakes. 
Among the number of his pupils who were dis- 
tributed throughout the State of New-York, these 
views had made a deep impression, and had a '^'^ 
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cided influence in preparing the public mind for 
the system which was finally adopted. In the 
mind of Clinton, the financial arguments and true 
principles of internal improvement enforced by his 
teacher, may naturally have formed the basis of 
the sound and enlightened views which subse- 
quently directed his conduct If they did no more, 
they must have had the effect of exciting his curi- 
osity, and leading him to study for himself those 
piinciples of finance and systems of internal im- 
provement to which his attention was directed by 
his instructer. 

During the two years Clinton remained as a stu- 
dent in Columbia College, he distinguished him- 
self by a marked superiority over all his fellows. 
This superiority has, with a pardonable pride, 
been alluded to by his instructer. Dr. Cochran, in 
a letter to Dr. Hosack, the eulogist of Clinton. " I 
found Mr. Clinton apt to learn anything that was 
required of him. He was clear in mathematics, 
and correct in classical knowledge. He did eve- 
rything well : upon the whole, he seemed likely to 
me to prove, as he did prove, a highly usefid and 
practical man ; what the Romans call dvilisy and 
the Greeks noXiTiicogy a useful citizen, and quali- 
fied to counsel and direct his fellow-citizens to 
honour and happiness. And now, in conclusion, I 
cannot but feel self-gratulation and pride, I hope 
"irtuous one, when I reflect on the number of 
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eminent persons that have proceeded jGrom the very 
cradle of Columbia College. Draw, at a venture, 
from the old and illustrious seminaries of England 
and Ireland, the same numbed of names as we had 
on our books, and I will venture to affirm that they 
will not be superior to such men as Grovemor 
Clinton, Chancellor Jones, the Rev. Dr. John M. 
Mason, and some others.'* 

In conversation Dr. Cochran thus spoke of the 
early talent of CUnton. " I hear," said he, "that 
his political opponents call him, by way of reproach, 
magnus Apollo. If he have not degenerated from 
what I knew him as a boy, he is well entitled to 
the appellation as a title of honour." 

Clinton's academic career closed in 1786, when 
he received the usual degree of bachelor of arts, 
taking, at the commencement, the highest honour 
which the institution (jould bestow. He left to his 
successors, as students in Columbia College, an 
example of steadiness, diligence, and moral excel- 
lence, which is the more meritorious, as many 
young men in his position might have been incli- 
ned to idleness, from the feeling that their family 
had already reached a station which would exempt 
them from labour; and to insubordination, from the 
knowledge that their teachers held office during 
the pleasure of their nearest connexions. 

It is not to be concealed, that there was one oc- 
casion on which a dispute arose between the stu- 
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dents and one of the profiessors of the college, and 
that Clinton was put forward as the champion of 
his associates, on whose behalf he wrote a com- 
plaint to the Board of Regents, by which the af- 
fairs of the college were then administered. This 
address is marked with precocious ability, but had 
no effect on the proceedings of that board, which 
sustained the professor in what the students con- 
sidered an unwarrantable exercise of authority du- 
ring hours not devoted to collegiate duty. It is 
mutually to the^ credit of the teacher and his pu- 
pil, that the prominent position in which CUnton 
was placed on this occasion had no effect upon his 
standing in his class. The collision had the effect 
of establishing the character of the teacher for 
fearlessness and decision; and so Uttle was his 
course blamed by the friends and family of Clin- 
ton, that the immediate superintendence of the 
studies of his younger brothers, and of his cousins, 
the sons of the governor, was intrusted to the 
professor against whose conduct Dewitt Clinton 
bad penned the remonstrance. 
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CHAPTER m. 

C Union eni^rs upon the Study of the LatOf and is 
admitted to its Practice. — He is appoiiUed Pri^ 
vote Secretary to his Uncle the Governor. — His 
Career as a Political Writer. — He retires to Pn- 
vate life J oinA applies himsdfto Sdeni^c Pur^ 
suits. — He marries^ — Character of his Wife. 

Upon leaving college Clinton entered immediate- 
ly upon the study of the law. For this purpose he 
was placed in the office of the Hon. Samuel Jones, 
who at that time held a high rank at the bar of 
the State of New-York. This learned jurist had 
taken no active part in the war of revolution; 
and, from his quiet acquiescence in the sway ex- 
erted by England over the counties occupied by 
her armies, had even been accused of the senti- 
ments called Tory. like many others in the same 
position, this acquiescence arose from no hostile feel- 
ing to the cause of independence, but from the ne- 
cessity of the case. Enveloped, with their &miUes, 
by an armed force, and cut off from all communi- 
cadon with their countrymen, they had no choice 
but submission. On the evacuation of New-York, 
Mr. Jones resumed his profesdon, and took at once 
the highest place among the barristers of the day. 

s 
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His legal eminence descended to his sons ; one of 
whom has reached the high office of chancellor of 
the state, and still presides in one of the most im- 
portant courts. The intimacy between the families 
of Jones and Clinton, whether renewed or growing 
out of the position in which young Clinton was 
placed, has continued from that time^ and has 
been cemerited by more than one intermarriage. 

The routine of a lawyer's office affords little op- 
portunity for the exhibition of more than steady 
industry, and in this respect both the teacher and 
scholar appear to have been mutually satisfied 
with each other. Practice in forensic disputation 
was sought by Clinton in an asgociation of young 
men, engaged, like himself, in legal studies ; and 
here he held a prominent rank among many who 
afterward attamed to excellence in various ways. 
His admission to the bar took place after the usual 
course of three years' study, and the examination 
prescribed by law. He was not, however, permit- 
ted to try his success in the practice of that pro- 
fession, although his friends foretold him a brill- 
iant career. His uncle, the governor of the state, 
at a period of great political excitement, had need 
of a person both of great capacity and unques- 
tioned fidelity as secretary. This post had been 
filled by the elder brother of Dewitt Clinton, who 
was unfortunately drowned in the Hudson. On 
the death of this brother, in order to serve his rel- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DEWitt CLtNtdN. 39 

ative and efficient {>atron^ he <y!)nsented to forego 
the hopes of a professioh which, in his hands, 
promised botti to be productive of great emolu- 
ment and a road to distinction. It has been re- 
marked of English legislators, that, however ne- 
cessary may be the mere study <rf the laws, and 
particularly that of the constitution of th^ coun- 
tiy, to those who aim at political eminence, none 
who have become entangled in its practice have 
distingttisfaed themselves as statesmen. The rea- 
son is obvious 5 the necessaty of confining them- 
selves to one side of a cause creates a habit of 
viewing a subject in a single hght, and in its de- 
tails rather than in Its broad and genial bearings. 
TTie nice refinements of special pleading are un- 
smted to the ears of a popular ^assembly, and are 
rq)i^ant eVen to fee taste of a deliberative body. 
It was, therefore, fortunate for his countryj and 
particularly to his native state, that Clinton aban- 
doned so early the profesfiten of the law, and en- 
tered into the career of politics. Whether it were 
equally so to his own happiness toay Well be ques- 
ti<med. The life of Clinton was from this moment 
<me of political strife, into whidi hfe threw bS. the 
force <tf his ardent tempeittikeht ttnd brilliant tal- 
ei*ts, and in which he acquired but few disinter- 
ested and really iaittached friends, and made many 
bitter enanies. 

We have already stated that he accepted the of- 
D 
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fice of private secretary to his imcle at a time of 
great excitement. The question of the adoption 
of the federal constiti^tion in the place of the old 
confederation had jtist been settled. His uncle 
had been opposed to piany of the details of that 
measure, and had r^ted it with all his influence 
.to the moment when ferther opposition would have 
become factious; If we look to the progress in 
wealth and population which New-York hasmac^e 
since that period, a progress due not more to th^ 
bles^ngs of a stable government than to its own 
unrivalled position, we may ascribe to George 
Clinton the gift of prescience. He may have seen 
that his state was destimed to take the first rank in 
the confederacy ; its chief city to be the emporimn 
of the commerpe of the Continent; and, imbued 
with the attachment to state rights which h^ 
again become so popular, may have patriotically 
desired to secure to the commonwealth over which 
he presided tiie advantages which nature had pre- 
pared for it If we were to investigate the results 
which would have followed, had the proposition 
which was strongly urged by many been accedea 
to, namely, that a general and uniform tariff ot 
duties should be adopted throughout the con£eder- 
. e^on, of which each state should receive into its 
own treasury that which was collected within its 
limits, how proud would have been the position of 
New-York. In its chief port are collected half the 
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revenues from customs of the whole unicwi ; and it 
would have attained this pre-eminence years earli- 
er than it actually did. Philadelphia would not 
have been enabled to rival it so long by the in- 
fluence of capital (X)Uected in its two successive na- 
tional ba^y and all other cities must have sunk 
in the comparison. - 

The State of New-York also bad no ill-founded 
claip to. the whole of the territory north of the 
42d degree of latitude, as far west as the MissiiS- 
sippi This claim seemed to have been considered 
as unquestionable so long ^s the colonial govern- 
ment lasted,, and is exhibited upon the maps of 
that day. The adverse claim of Massachusetts 
covered but a narrow strip, and New-York cut her 
off from the lands in. dispute. No state, therefore, 
yielded so much to the union as New-York. That 
many true patriots should have hesitated in muti- 
lating tiie sovereignty under which such revenues 
were in prospect, and which might have maintain- 
ed its land-claims by force if necessary, is not to 
be wondered at ^ 

It happened, luckily, however, that a more ex- 
tended sense of patriotism prevailedj'which embra- 
ced not states or separate interests of even wider 
itifluence, but the whole of that people which had 
stood side by side in the war of independence. But 
let not those who now wage political warfare on 
sectional grounds — ^who soeak of an Eastern and a 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



42 AME.RICAN BIOQRAPHT. 

Western i^teirest — ^vho advocate abolition beeause 
it will injufe the Souths ox a system of Aaance that 
will injure the North, impeach the patriotism of 
those opposed to the federal constitution. Hie 
modem politiciaii9 seek to cause a division in inter- 
ests which are akeady united, and whose severance 
would create the most disastrous consequ^ioes ^ the 
anti-federali^ sought to perpetuate an existing 
state of things, from any change in whidi they 
erroneously aiil^dipated eviL 

The discussioii on the subject of the constitution 
was carried aa m the puUic papers. Hie cause 
which prevailed was sustained by the vetenm pen 
of Jay, the strong and clear intellect of Hannlton, 
and the cool ss^acity of Madison. At this day it 
is unnecessary to say how triumphant were their 
arguipents, and how thoroughly the able exposi- 
tion of the cpmstitiitipn contaiiied in the papevs qoI- 
lected under the name of ^< The Federatist" has 
become ^ part of the common l^w pf ^e land. 
Yet this powerftd publication waa not allowed to 
remain unanswered, and the most able of &e op- 
posing arguments were found in papers l^mg 
the signature of " A Cpim^man." These were 
the production of Chnton, and earned ccmvicdcm 
to a large proportion of the voters of the Slate of 
New-York. . If we cannot now assent to the jus- 
tice of lus views, we may, notwithstanding, acfamire 
the boldness which did not sbxwk from a contest 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HEWITT CLINTON. 43 

TOtb wiit^f? of siichi tran3Gende»t ireptttafcion, and 
t^e alnl^y vbich to mmj xomds appeared to have 
gained a victory Over theoi. 

In the state C!©nyentipn wMch was assembled 
to Qoiisiderlbe new coBystitvMioexfor A^ purpose of 
its \)^ms ratified or rejected by New^Yof k, General 
James Clinton had a seat, and Governor Geoi^e 
Clinton presided. In thijs assembly broad feelings 
of patrioti^n prevailed over the grounds which had 
been the basis of ^n opposition to the adoption 
of the constitution, Dewitt Clinton was present 
at the me^ings^ of the convention,, and reported it9 
debates for one of the city papers, H^ letters, at 
the tin^e, show him to have been in principle an 
anti-federahst« Mature reflection ii^ ailter days 
changed his views cwa this subject ; ajad his official 
lett^ to the mayor of Philadelphia, on the occa- 
simk of the death of Hamilton, shows how com- 
pletely satisfied he. had then become of the wis- 
dom which directed the &amers of the Conslitution 
of ike United States. 

The adoption of the ccHistituticm led to the for- 
mation ot parties u{>on principles entirely new. 
The anti-federaUsts acqmesced in the declared will 
of the majorily, and dropped their distinctive ap- 
pellation; Bor did the paramount influence of 
Washington, in his office of preaulent, admit of 
the formation of an opposition upon the ancient 
grounda. Those who accepted representative of- 
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fices under the new constitution would have fonn* 
ed an opposition to the adoAnistration with an ill 
grace, on the ground of their being dissatisfied 
with the provisions of that instrument A ques- 
tion on which to organize an opposition was, how- 
ever, speedily found in the state of the external re- 
lations of the country. It is foreign to our pur- 
pose to enter into the questions of the mission of 
Genet, and the commercial treaty made with Eng- 
land by Jay. Suffice it to say, that on these ques- 
tions George Clmton placed himself in the oppo- 
sition to the general government Into this posi- 
tion he was, perhaps, as much driven by attacks 
upon himself by the federal party, as impelled by 
his own sentiments. The supporters of the federal 
constitution, dissatisfied with the opposition made 
by George Clinton to its adoption, sought a new 
candidate for the office of governor in the person 
of Chief-justice Jay, and nearly succeeded in elect* 
ing him. He, in fact, received a clear majority of 
all the votes, but was not returned by the canvass- 
ers for want of a strict compliance with the pre- 
scribed legal forms. In the published discussions 
w^hich grew out of this contest in the State of 
New-York, and in the oppodtion to the foreign 
policy of the general government, the pen of 
Clinton found fiiU occupation in the support of his 
uncle's cause. However ephemeral were his es- 
says, which appeared in anonymous forms, and 
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however unwilling he may have been in after life 
to avow Ins juvenile efforts as a political gladiator, 
he acquired the reputation of a most powerful and 
efficient writer. So high was this reputation, that 
every paper of unusual merit which appeared on 
the side which he espoused was ascribed to him as 
the author, and he thus was often wrongfully sus- 
pected of personal and illiberal attacks, from which 
his own manly nature would have shrunk with ab- 
horrence. 

In 1794, while the aggressions of the two great 
belligerants of Europe upon our cominerce threat- 
ened to involve the United States in a war with one 
of them, Dewitt Clinton united with several other 
young men in the formation of a company of vol- 
unteer artillery. Of this he was chosen lieutenant, 
and soon became the captain. The company form- 
ed a part of the raiment commanded by Colonel 
Bauman, a corps even yet remembered for its sol- 
dierlike deportment and exemplary discipline. In 
this corps he rose to the rank of major. 

While acting as private secretary to his uncle, 
he was also called to fill the stations of secretary 
to the regents of the University, and to a t)oard of 
commissioners who had charge of fortifying the 
harbour of New-York at the expense of flie state. 
These appointments show that he already fillied a 
higher place in the estimation of the community 
than is usually reached by tiiie young m^ who 
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hold the oonfkicntia} but uniiaaportant place of pri- 
vate secretary to a goremoi-. All these appcnnti* 
ments ceased when his uncle failed in securing a 
re-election to the office of govenior in 1796. The 
federal party ^ow predominated beyond all possi- 
bility of question 5 and Johh Jay, Ihfe chirf justice 
of the United States, was elected in the room of 
Geoi^e Clinton. 

Dewitt Clinton was thus restbred to private Ufe^ 
and ceased to have any engrossing pursuit He^ 
in consequence, sought 'to re^^ablish Mfiiself in 
the profesfflon of the laW|, and entered into a part- 
nerdiip vnik Mr. Johh McKesson for Ihat pur][>06e. 
The bui^ness whkh presented itself Was respect- 
able, and promised to increase rc^iidly ; but, long 
before the ^ov^ steps by ^hidi young men »€•> 
quire cselebrity at the bat coidd be accdmplisbed^ 
be ^as again recalled to political life. He, how- 
ever, made use of tius ikiterval of Insure to apj^y 
himself to the study of the sotencesi^ ia which h« 
had already made some progress, and for which he 
had a decided taste. The direction wUch betook 
in Ais pursuit wto infhieil^iced in a great degree by 
his mtimacy \tith Di^ HosaCk and AGtcMl. The 
former was at this ^cae pibfessorx>f botany> the lat- 
ter profesisor of diemistfy in OcdiyQabia College. The 
latt^, in addition, was almost the only cultivator 
of tiie science 6f zoology tiie United States then . 
possessed. In comi^lianc^ with the pursuits of his 
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two sissociates, natural history, in its several branch 
es, became the object of his studies. In this de- 
partment of knowledge he made no mean profi- 
ciency ; and it is not a little remarkable, that, while 
the two professois added no very important facts 
to science, the amateur, as we shall see, made dis- 
coveries, one of which, at least, was of great in- 
terest 

During die same interval Clinton entered into a 
matrimonial connexion. The lady whom he mar- 
ried was Miss Maria Franklin, the daughter of an 
eminent merchant m New-York of the Quaker 
persuasion. This union was a happy one, but was 
dissolved in 1818 by the death of Mrs. Clinton, 
who left a family of four sons and three daughters. 

Mrs. Clinton was a lady of retiring and doipes- 
tic habits ; ill-suited, perhaps, to advance the po- 
litical interests of her husband, but better qualified, 
for that very reason, to be his solace in the con- 
stant anxieties and occasional reverses to which 
he was exposed in his political career. Her worth 
may be best illustrated by the tender recollection 
and high esteem with which her children still re- 
gard the amiable qualities and virtues of their 
mother. She was a warm-hearted,,accomplished, 
and most amiable woman, devoted to the happiness 
of her husband and children, and her death was 
an irreparable loss to her family. 

We have thus passed the period of Clinton's to- 
E 
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tdage, \vb€&er literary (X political. Up to this 
time he had, in the latter re8^)ect^ been &e ag^it 
and mout^iece of hia uncle the governor ; we 
have next to contemplate him ai^nring to emin^ice 
imder ^ direction of his own intellect ' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

State of Parties under the Administration of M" 
ams. — Clinton is elected a Member of Assem^ 
Uy. — He is chosen Senator of the State. — He 
becomes a Member of the Cotmcil of Appoint' 
ment. — Contest in respect to the Powers of that 
Council. — State Convention. — His Victory over 
Jay.— He is elected a Senator of the United 
States^ where he is opposed to Gouvemeur Mor^ 
ris.'^-Dd)ate on the Mississippi Question. — 
Clinton^ s Speech on that occasion, — He acquires 
a high Reputation as a Statesman. 

Thb federal party, whidi acquired the superiori- 
ty in the State of New-York in 1795, seemed des- 
tmed to an ascendency of unlimited duration. 
Looking proudly to Waaliington himself as their 
leader, their principles seined iodissolubly united 
with the honour and prosperity of their country. 
The sympathy with which the cause of the French 
rerolution had iot a time been regarded by many 
American dtizens, had been replaced, to a great 
degree, by disgust at the insolent pretensions of 
the rulers of that country, and resentment for their 
aggressions. It thus happened, that, when John 
Adams succeeded WasAiington in the prettdential 
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chair, the nation was urged by a feeling ahnost 
universal into hostilities with France; and, al- 
though no absolute declaration of war was made 
on either side, the commerce of the United States 
was attacked wherever it was accessible by French 
cruisers and privateers; while measures were adopt- 
ed for the defence of the seacoast by fortifications 
and the creation of a navy. A more questionable 
step was taken by the administration in the enlist- 
ment of an army, which, in the opinion of many, 
was uncalled for, because our shores were, in fact, 
inaccessible to any French force more powerful 
than a single vessel. 

Experience has shown us, that the measures of 
providing a naval armament and an army on a 
peace establishment, which might have served as 
the nucleus of an efficient force in war, were both 
wise. It M^as also a sagacious step to take ad- 
vantage of the excitement produced by French 
aggressions, to obtain the public consent to these 
important means of national security. They were, 
however, seized by the opponents of the adminis- 
tration as objects of attack. So long as the pop- 
ular excitement against France remained, the at- 
tacks of the opposition were fruitless ; but when 
Adams, in an evil hour for his party, hmnbled him- 
self and his country before the French Directory, 
all enthusiasm was at an end. 

It would appear that not only Clinton himself, 
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but his uncle, had partaken of the popular feeling* 
When the citizens of New-York turned out to la- 
bour on the fortifications for the defence of their 
harbour, old George GKnton was seen among them, 
encouraging their toils by his example ; and De- 
witt Clinton was daily engaged in drilling his 
company to the use of the heavy guns mounted on 
the battery. 

The attempt of the admmistration to maintain a 
regular army after the danger of war was at an end, 
the load of obloquy which was poured upon the 
navy, but still more the necessity of imposing tax- 
es, coupled with laws construed as interfering with 
the right of personal liberty, speedily rendered it 
unpopular. The party with which the Clintons 
were connected acquired the ascendency, and Jef- 
ferson was elected president of the United States. 

Even while the victory was yet doubtful, partial 
successes were gained by the party in opposition 
to Mr. Adams. In 1797 Dewitt Clinton was 
elected a member of the Legislature, and in 1798 
state Senator. In this capacity he was chosen, in 
1800, a member of the council of appointment, 
and was engaged in a contest with Governor Jay. 
The state constitution had, in addition to two le- 
gislative bodies, provided two councils to aid the 
governor in his executive and legislative capaci- 
ties. The one was styled that of appointment, 
with whose concurrence and advice all offices 
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were to be filled ; the other that of revision, to 
which all laws were to be submitted. Grovemor 
Jay, who had, in 1798, been elected by a tri- 
umphant vote, was now opposed by a majority in 
both houses of the Legislature ; and the council of 
appointment, which was chosen from the Senate, 
was of the dominant party. At the meeting of 
this council, Clinton asserted for himself and col- 
leagues the equal right of naming the candidates, 
and of proposing the removal of the holders of of-* 
fice. Jay, on the other hand, maintained that the 
sole right of nomination was vested in the govern- 
or, and that the council had no other powers but 
those of confirmation and rejection. In order to 
prevent the council from acting in conformity with 
the views of its majority. Jay resorted to the bold 
measure of adjourning their meeting, and refusing 
to call them together. He then submitted the 
question to the Legislature, asking for an explan- 
atory law; but that body, under the impression 
that it possessed no powers in the premises, recom- 
mended the call of a convention for the purpose 
of deciding the question. The convention assem- 
bled, and the views of Clinton prevailed. 

We therefore have no reason to doubt that his 
opinion was founded on a correct interpretation of 
th^ words of the constituticm, although, as Jay 
himself had prepared the original draught, it is cer- 
tain that such was not the intention of its framars. 
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It may now be conceded, that in this dispute Clin- 
ton was actuated by the motive of securing tlie su- 
premacy of his party, as wdl as that of obtaining 
a signal victory in argument over a distinguished 
and able adversary ; and, in the ardour of his strug- 
gle for superiority, neglected to exaoune the prob- 
able consequences. It has even been said, that the 
course he took was not approved by his uncle, who 
looked upon the subject through the calmer medi- 
um of age and experi^ice. The victory he ob- 
tained in the con^niction of the constitution ova: 
a man of such eminence and high reputation as 
a jurist as Jay, is, however, calculated to give us 
an elevated opinion of his talent and legal learn- 
ing, however we may be disposed to question his 
prudence. 

It is due to the ttvtik of histoy to say, that the 
consequences of tUs decision were injurious to the 
public interests, and were the cause of that bit- 
terness of party sfixk whidi has made the citizens 
of other states stigmatize the politics of New-York 
as ferocious. Froni this partisan rage no one 8u& 
fered more severely than Dewitt Clinton, both in 
his own person and those of his friends. 

It appears by written memoranda in his own 
hand, that his views of the proper mode of acti<Hi 
under the new construction of the constitutbn was, 
that the offices of die state should be divided be- 
tween the two opposing parties in the ratio of their 
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respective ninnbers. On this principle he acted, 
when he led the majority of the council of ap- 
pointment; and, could it h^ve become the habitual 
custom, it would have prevented all the objection- 
able consequences of the measure. But that a 
triumphant party should pause in the .progress ol 
removing its opponents after it has obtained the 
power, is not to be expected, although there have 
been individuals who, when the appointing honour 
was vested in them, have had firmness enough to 
refuse to gratify their supporters at the expense of 
the removal of persons who were faithfully per- 
forming their official duties. 

The eflFect of this constructioh of the constitu- 
tion was to secure the rule of the State of New- 
York to the democratic party, and, for a time, to 
give to Clinton absolute supremacy. This party 
had secured the continuance of its first successes 
by a system of discipline of the dm)^ rigid and 
efficient character. All who numbered themselves 
as its members were required to yield implicit obe- 
dience to the will of its majority; that majcnity was 
made to move at the beck of comimttees, which 
concentrated the power in the hands o( a few in- 
dividuals. Denunciation as a traitor was the fate 
of him who ventured to act in conformity to his 
individual opinion, when it did not meet with the 
general sanction. So powerful was this system of 
organization, that all opposition finally ceased ; and 
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the only question was, which of two divisions was 
in reality the democratic party. Thus the sup- 
porters of Burr and of Lewis, in their quest of the 
office of governor, and of John Quincy Adams for 
a second term of the presidency, claimed to be the 
same republican party which chose the first as Vice- 
President of the United States, and the two others 
to their first term of office. 

Clinton's talent lay in the power of open and 
bold attacks against his adversaries, and in the ca- 
pacity of maintaining his cause by strong and well- 
arranged argument, not in the management of the 
intrigues which are necessary to unite into one ex- 
presdon various confficting opinions. In the cab- 
inet and in the council, he possessed a command- 
ing and prevailing eloquence ; in the management 
of individual temper and in popular arts, he was 
deficient It thus happened that men of less talent, 
but ^f more address, secured to themselves the 
power of directing the movement of the party even 
while he was its admitted chief; and when its 
measures became such as his conscience would not 
permit him to support, he became the victim of 
party usage. 

As we have been compelled to refer to the con- 
test between Clinton and Jay in relation^ to the 
council of appointment, it is proper to state, that, 
before the death of that distinguished statesman, 
a perfect reconciliation took place between them. 
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Their estrangonent had.beea that of party alone ; 
and personal feeling, if peiiiaps inseparable from 
oppoation of so violent a character, was speedily 
allayed. Jay appeared no more in the field of 
political warfare, but his children were aibsequent-r 
ly ranked among the political and peitsonal friends 
of Clinton. 

While a member of the Assembly, Clinton was 
in the mmority of that body,'and in oppodtion not 
only to the executive rf his own state, but to the 
administration of the general government His 
course, however, was not marked by the cbarac-^ 
ter of faction. On the question of a request to the 
governor to write to the senators and representa- 
tives of liie state to endeavour to obtain a repeal of 
the Stamp Act, he voted in the negative ; thus set^ 
ting at naught the cry of his party, which had 
adroitly connected this mode of collecting revenue 
with the obnoxious measure of the British Parlia-r 
ment bearing the same name. 

So, also, when he totxk his seat in the Senate of 
the state, he cordially concurred in the address to 
President Adams, pled^ng the su|qp<»rt of the state 
to the maintenance of the national honour against 
French aggression. 

Of the acts whose passage he was instrumental 
in obtaining, the most important in its consequen- 
ces was that for the gradual abolition of slavery ; 
1. measure which has been productive of incalcu* 
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lable benefit to the state, and which, although fa- 
vomed by Governor Jay, he had not ventured to 
recommend in his speeches to the legislature. He 
also moved a resolution proposing the amendment 
which was soon after made in the Constitution of 
the United States, by which the President and 
Vice-President are designated in the electoral vote. 

When his authority over the dominant party of 
the state was in its acme, he was elected Senatoi 
of the United States. This high rank he attained 
in 1801, when but 38 years old, being one of the 
youngest men who have ever taken their seat in 
that august body. His colleague from the State 
of New-York was Gouverneur Morris, who still re- 
tained all the vigour of his faculties, and had, in 
addition, the advantage of long experience as a 
statesman and a political debater. A member of 
the old Congress, he had filled with distinguished 
ability offices of the highest trust under the fed- 
eral constitution, and was, in the Senate of the 
United States, the most eloquent, if not the most 
powerfiil supporter of the principles of the federal 
party. Clinton was thus placed in immediate op- 
position, and brought into direct contrast with this 
veteran debater. In this severe trial, it is sufficient 
for the honour of Clinton to say that he was not 
worsted. 

The public opposition of these distinguished men 
did, on more than one occasion, take the form of 
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almost personal attack ; but in their cooler mo- 
ments, each feh the ability and acknowledged the 
sincerity of his antagonist. It thus happened that 
the very circumstances of party opposition, which 
brought into direct contact men who might other- 
wise have been estranged, led to an intimate and 
sincere friendship, the result of mutual esteem and 
admiration. Of these two remarkable statesmen, 
Clinton, although the youngest, was the most 
sound and the most practical ; Morris, although of 
maturer years, exhibited more of an almost youth- 
ful ardour. 

The most important debate which occurred in 
the Senate while Clinton remained a member, was 
that on the question of the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi. By a treaty with Spain, made in 1795, 
the right of the United States to navigate that riv- 
er had been admitted, " from its source to the sea ;'* 
and, in addition, the privilege of depositing mer- 
chandise in the port of New-Orleans had been 
granted for the period of three years. The same 
treaty contained a promise that this permission 
should be continued, or an equivalent establishment 
assigned to the citizens of the United States on an- 
other part of the banks of the Mississippi. 

Without any notice or the assignment of the 
promised equivalent, this right was withdrawn by 
the local Spanish authorities ; and all trade with 
American vessels navigating the Mississippi was 
interdicted. 
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The sensation produced 1^ this act among the 
growing population of the West was prodigious, 
and the leaders of the opposition in Congress saw 
in it an opportunity for regaining the popularity 
which their party had lost under the adminstration 
of Mr. Adams. A series of resolutions was moved 
in the Senate by Mr; Ross^of Pennsylvania, which 
amount^ to a declaration of war against Spain. 
These resolutions were opposed by Mr. Breck- 
enridge^ who moved a substitute, auliiorizing the 
calhng out of 80,000 militia, and the establish- 
ment of arsenals on the Western waters. 

In the debate which ensued, Clinton took a de- 
cided lead on the side of the administration. His 
speech delivered on this occasion is remarkable for 
its sound and luminous exposition of the state of 
the question, and of the principles of intemati6nal 
law which were applicable to it It furnished the 
ba^ of the speeches of ^e other friends of the 
administration, and its arguments met with no sat- 
isfactory reply fram the oppoi^tion. The latter 
party, however, directed against Clinton the weap- 
ons of invective and irony, for which his compara- 
tive youth furnished the material. One of the 
senators from New-Jersey descended to taunting 
language, while Clinton's colleague veiled his at- 
tack under the guise of compliment to his impress- 
ive eloquence, and the ingenuous glow on his 
youthful cheek. 
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Clinton continued for two years in the Senate of . 
the United States, and his reputation for ability as 
a statesman, formerly confined to the Umits^of his 
native state, became national. He was on all 
sides looked up to as the most rising man in the 
Union, and may reasonably have seen in perspect- 
ive the highest honours in the gift of the peo|)le. 
The close of his saiatorial duties was attended 
by a controversy of a very disagreeable cbarabter 
with one of the senators from New-Jers^ ; and of 
all the mere poUtical contests in which Clinton 
was engaged, this alone seems to have left any im-> 
pression of resentment on his mind. .We £nd him 
referring to the name of his opponent many years 
afterward, although not with anger, yet in a man* 
ner which shows that the drcumstance was not 
forgott^i. ' Whatever opinion may now be formed 
of the merits of this controversy, no doubt can be 
entertained that it was provoked by the senator from 
New<Jersey, and that at a time when a gen^xms 
antagonist would have cautiously abstained from 
attack, as it was made after it had become known 
that Clinton had acc^ted the mayoralty of New- 
York, and was therefore about to leave the Senate 
of the United States. 
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CHAPTER V. 



difdcn is appointed Mayor of the City of JVcwv 
York.-'^Imporkmt Duties of that Office, — His 
successive Reappointments and Removals. — Flv^C" 
tuatums of Party.-^Causes of his Decline in 
Popularity. — His great JMlity as a Criminai 
Judge. — The College Riot. — His Energy as 
Head of the Police. — Threatened Riots pre* 
ventedhy kis Measures rf Precaution. — Jiggres^ 
sions of British Cruisers in the Waters ofJiew^ 
York.-^Breoches of ffetdrality attempted by the 
.FVeHcA.— JC/tmtenV Acts on these Occasions. 

In 1803 CImt<Hi was appcnfited mayor of tbe 
city of New-Y<»rk. This office was at that time 
held by a commission from the executive of the 
state, ex^cised und^ the construction of the con*- 
stitutic^ to which we have referred by the council 
oi a{qp(Mntment It was of much greater imp^^r*- 
tanc^ than it has possessed of late years. The 
mayor {tfedded in the meetii^ of the Common 
Council^ not yet divided into two chambers, and in 
this body he had a vote and a deliberative vcnce. 
A great number of valuable offices were in his di- 
rect gift; he was also the chief judge of the com- 
mon pleas and of the criminal court, as well as the 
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actual head of the city police. Cipcumstances 
made one of the functions which are still exer- 
cised by the mayor of New-York of much great- 
er importance than it has recently been. The 
city had been visited by the pestilence known a& 
the yellow fever; and the mayor was ex officio 
chairman of the board to which, with almost ab- 
solute power, the care of the public health was 
intrusted. 

The mayoralty of New- York was not only an 
office of high trust, but of considerable emolu- 
ment. The old privileges granted by the royal 
charter were still in force ; and the fees of office, 
although trifling in their items, had beea swelled 
by the rapid growth of the population to a large 
aggregate amount. The whole of these fees had 
been received by his predecessors in office, and 
had been in one instance ^almost the only basis of 
a princely fortune. The common council, howev- 
er, had the power of lowering the fees, while the 
mayor possessed similar authority over certain of 
the dues of the corporation. As the source whence 
the perquisites of the mayor were drawn hardly ap- 
peared a public burden, the corporation, while anx- 
ious to reduce the compensation of the mayor, did 
not ^el called upon to lessen the fees themselves. 
A compromise was therefore proposed, and acceded 
to by Clinton, by which more than half of the 
mayor's receipts as clerk of the market went into 
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tbe treasury of the city. It would appear that, in 
this arrangement, the emoluments of the office were 
reduced to a sum little more than has, in times pro- 
fessing a more rigid economy, been attached to 
that office in the form of a fixed salary. 

Whatever were th^ emoluments of the mayor- 
alty, they gave Clinton no accession of fortune. 
He felt that they were intended not to be hoarded 
for his private use, but to enable him to support the 
dignity of the office and the hospitalities of the 
city. In every part of his career, the mere accu- 
mulation of wealth was considered as ah object 
unworthy of his attention. His expenditures ex- 
ceeded the income of his office, and he retired 
from it far from affluent in his circumstances. 

His first appointment as mayor bore date 11th 
October, 1803, and the term of the office Being 
annual, he was shortly after reappointed for the 
year 1804, as he was, in due course, for 1805 and 
1806. 

In 1807, a split having taken place in the dem- 
ocratic party, he was removed from the may- 
oralty, and Smith Thompson named in his stead. 
This gentleman did not enter upon the duti^ of 
the office, and was superseded by the appointment 
of Colonel Willett 

Colonel Willett held the office only for one 
year, when he was replaced by Clinton, who was 
again reapTX)inted in 1809. Jatob RadcliF' -^ 
F 
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tained the appointment in 1810^ and Clinton, re- 
placing him in 1811, was co&tinued in it until 6tli 
March, 1815. During all this period, wifli the 
exception of the year 1810, when -the federalists 
obtained a momentary ascendency, a party claim- 
ing to be democratic possessed the appointing 
power. Clinton, however, was successful in main- 
taining, up to 1813i, what was admitted to be the 
true succession of the party, and, as often as it 
overwhelmed its opponents, was replaced in his 
important office. 

This ascendency was not maintained without 
severe struggles, into which not only pubUc mo- 
tives, but personal feelings also, entered. Burr 
had been, up to the election of Jefferson, the favour- 
ite of the democratic party of New-York, and had, 
by the fascination of his manners, collected around 
lum a knot of young men possessing talents, ener- 
gyy and reckless courage beyond any which has^ 
ever been united in the support of any other poli- 
tician. Although Burr had lost the confidence of 
the general administration, he still endeavoured to 
maintain his stand with the democratic party of 
the State of New-York. In this attempt he was 
met and frustrated by Clinton and his friends. A 
schism thus arising among individuals, many of 
whom had been in habits of the closest intimacy, 
both social and political, could not fail to be at- 
tended with mutual recriminatiQns. These, in 
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seTeral cases, passed ike limits of forbearance and 
hostile meetings were the coaseqnfenc& Ib these 
combats Clinton was compdled, by his position, 
to take his shai^ Public opinion had not been 
declared, as it has since so farmaUy been, against 
the code of duelling. So far jfircun it9 being the 
general sense that duels "were improper, it woidd 
have been fatal to any politician had he recused, 
when called upon for any cause considered suf» 
ficient in the code of honour, to meet the aggriev* 
ed party, or had he submitted to a tedimcal in* 
suit without demanding satis&ction. This state 
of public feeling was at once put an end to by the 
death of Hamilton, who fell by the hand of th^ 
leader of that band, with which CKntoa and his 
friends had been previously engaged in simUar 
conflicts. 

The division in the party, which led to the re- 
moval of Clinton from the oflSce of mayor in 1807, 
grew out of the course of Governor Lewis, who, 
strong in his fortune, family, and connesiions, as 
well as in the remembrance of his revolutionary 
services, ventured to act independently. 1^ order 
to replace him, the lead^!S oi the party selected 
Daniel D. Tompkins, at tiiat time the junior judge 
of the Supreme Court of the State. Accwding to 
his opponents, he was selected because he possess- 
ed none of the attributes which liad led Lewis to 
refuse to submit to dictation- JS> howev^ Clinton 
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and his inends bad hoped to find in Tompkins a 
pliant and submissive tool, whom they might use 
for a time and discard at pleasure, they were mis- 
idkea, Tompkins, with no remarkable native 
powers of mind, and but little acquirement even 
as a lawyer, possessed, in a most eminent degree, 
the art of ingratiating himself with the people. 
He had the faculty, which is invaluable to him 
who seeks for popular honours, of never forgetting 
the name or face of any person with whom he had 
once conversed; of becoming acquainted and ap- 
pearing to take an interest in the concerns of their 
famiUes; and of securing, by his afiabiUty and 
amiable address, the good opinion of the female 
sex, who, although possessed of no vote, often 
exercise a powerful indirect influence. Clinton, 
on the other hand, absorbed in lofty contempla- 
tions, was often absent in mind, was forgetful of 
persons and aH but famiUar faces,^and could not 
condescend to know the secrets of families. 

Delightful in his hours of relaxation and in the 
society of his intimate friends, he found it difficult 
to unbend himself with strangers, and set too high 
a value on his time to exchange the news of the day, 
or bandy jests with those transacting business with 
him as mayor. Such traits of character, although 
often inseparable from genius and learning, are 
imfortunate in one who seeks for popular favour. 
Clinton was thua rendered liable to the accusation 
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of pride and haughtiness, when, in fact, only guilty 
of abstraction of mind and want of ease in his 
manners. 

The time at last came when his influence, sup- 
ported by mental superiority and honesty of pur- 
pose, was to yield to the popular talents of Tomp- 
kins. The administration of Afadison resolved 
upon a war with Great Britain. For this, in the 
opinion of Clinton, there existed no new cause. 
He viewed with dismay the unprepared condition of 
the country, and the vast extent of exposed fron- 
tier of his native state. We now may consider it 
as one of the most fortunate occurrences which 
have ever happened for the pro^erity and char- 
acter of the United States, thsi war was declared 
at this juncture against Great Britain. It was 
justifiable, not 1^ any new occurrences, but by a 
long course of s^gressions. The only true ques- 
tion was, whether Britain or France should be se- 
lected as an enemy, for both had been equally 
guilty. 

On this point there had be^i a wide difference 
of opinion in the United States, and it had become 
the Une of party demarcation. The federalists 
had been desirous that hostilities should be com- 
menced against France, and had even, under the 
administration of John Adams, authorized the cap- 
ture of French vessels. The democratic party, on 
the other hand, had de^ed that, if war must take 
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plac«, it should be agaiBst EnglaiKl. With tlris 
party Clinton had unifcHrraly acted, and had, in 
fact, led it in the State of New-York. His opin- 
ions on this point were tmchanged, btit he seems 
to haviB desired that the country should have been 
first put in a posture of preparation, which might 
have either extorted redriras from Great Britain, 
or would, have ensured success in the event of a 
war. H& views and acts in reference to this ques- 
tion wifl be considered more f«^!y h^eafter, and 
^ we shall find that he differed from Hie adnriiristTa- 
tion only in a deare "tibat a greater degrcse of en- 
e^ i^iould be infill into its coandls. The 
vot^ of his friends in Congress fulty jf»tify Ais 
view of the subject, as well as the reooMections of 
his intimates. Asj however, h^ wjb in opposition 
tp the administratioil 9i the tinv^ war was decla- 
red, bring actually nomiiiated as a candidate for 
the Presidency in opposition to Madison, tWs fact 
was adroitly seized to injure ftim. 

If he had even been opposed to the declartiticm 
of war, as ^ere many <rf unquestioned patriotism 
na the time, he inighl have been fully justified. 
iThe fears ^vWch mtoy entertained of danger ari- 
ring fit)m our e^^oised and unprepared poation, 
were showfe t6 fee w*eii fe^mided by the evm*ts of 
&e first campa^tts. It is 4^ by the acquisitions 
obtained in that war, either in territory or in the 
terms of the peace l^ 'wtuoh it was eoded^Uiat its 
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consequences on our national character are to be 
measured. We added nothing to our former 
boundaries^ and the principles on which Great 
Britain justified her aggressions on neutrals were 
not eve^ a subject of discusi^n in the negotiations 
of Ghent; peace was in fact made without the 
formal acquisition of any one of the objects for 
which hostilities were commenced; but, on the 
c^h^ handy our national honour was maintained; 
oin: reputation as first in maritime warfare, and the 
^iKils in courage of Our British ancestors, estab- 
H^ed ; while the more important result was ob- 
tained, that from that time, all feeling other than 
one purely American ceased to be entertained by 
our citizens. Up to the war of 1812, the leayen 
of the old disputes of the revolution was still work- 
ing, and the most honest politicians could hardly 
avoid looking to international questions as parti- 
■sasm of either England or France ; and, even if 
no such motive existed in their own minds, Iheir 
p(£tioal opponents were sure to charge them with 
it, and thus fiirce them to defend a position they 
bad not chosen. As aai illustration of this state of 
things, we may refer to the debate which has al- 
teacfy been cited upon the Mississippi question, 
where we &id the two parties mutually accusing 
each othCT of subserviency to the belligerents of 
Europe; and fears of the ambition of Bonaparte on 
the one hand, or complaints of the tyranny of 
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Great Britain on the other, taking the place of 
sound argument on American^ grounds. 

We still know aged men who firmly believe 
that all the federal party were identical with the 
Tories of the revolution, and othei-s who associate 
their democratic opponents with the Jacobins of 
France. The war of 1812 put an end to this- 
state of things. In the contests of party, no ques- 
tion is now debated except on the ground of its 
bearings on the interests of our own country, and 
the accusation of being subservient to foreign in- 
fluence is no longer urged against an adversary, 
not because the weapon of misrepresentation has 
ceased to be employed in politics, but because such 
charges could no longer receive behef. 

CUnton filled the office of mayor and performed 
i^ functions highly to his own 'credit and to thjB 
advantage of the community. His conduct in 
presiding over the deliberations of the common 
council was marked with dignity, decision, and 
impartiality, warranting the support of his poUtical 
friends, and concihating the suffrages of his adver- 
saries. As presiding judge of the criminal court, 
he secured the respect of the bar for his legal 
learning and abiUty; he was prompt in the de- 
spatch of business, yet patient in listening to the 
criminal's defence ; while the poor and friendless 
found in their judge a counsel, the rich and pow- 
erfully connected derived from their social advan- 
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tages no immunity from merited punishment 
The latter attribute he had an opportunity of ex- 
hibiting in a memorable instance. 

At the Commencement of Columbia College in 
1811, a disturbance occurred in the church where 
the ceremony was performed. A student who 
bad been refused his degree in a public manner, 
found a supporter in one of the audience, who 
mounted the stagehand appealed to the assem- 
blage from the acts of the provost, Dr. Mason. 
Others speedily joined in the clamour. The pro- 
vost, in attempting to restore order, was driven 
from the stage ; and the proceedings of the day, 
although finished, for form's sake, from the pulpit 
by the president, were drowned by noise and 
clamour. 

The acts of several of the parties were thought 
by a grand jury to warrant an indictment for riot, 
and the accused were tried before Clinton. The 
cause was defended on the ground of resistance to 
oppression ; and the parties were of such standing 
and promise — a promise in several of them well 
confirmed by their subsequent brilliant career — as to 
excite the greatest interest in their behalf. Fears 
were even entertained by those who knew not. his 
stern principles of rectitudcj that the judge, from his 
known respect for the popular voice, or under the 
influence of private friendship, might have failed 
in seeing the cause in a true light. Such fears 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



72 AMEBICAN BIOGEAFHT. 

were groundless. While tlie trial was conducted 
in such a manner as to allow dig accused every 
means of defence, the charge to the jury pointed 
out in such clear and convincing terms tiie char- 
acter of the offence, that no hesitation was^felt in 
convicting them. In awarding the punishment, 
Clinton is said to have long hesitated whether he 
were not called upon by regard to justice to inflict 
the disgrace of imprisonment as a part Mature 
reflection satisfied him that every desirable end 
could be attained by the imposition of a fine ; but 
this was inq)Osed in an address conveying such 
severe, merited, and pointed reprimand, as was 
well calculated to prevent the recurrence of a 
similar offence by any -parties possessed of the 
feelings of honour and of the lofty inteUigence 
which marked those who had thus become the 
subjects of his censure. - 

The most inq)ortant legal question which came 
before him as judge of the crimmal court, was one 
having regard to liberty of conscience. A Roman 
Catholic priest was called upon to disclose what 
had been communicated to him ^nder the seal of 
confession. Clinton on this occasion sustained, in 
opposition to British decisions, the sanctity of that 
sacrament, as it is held to be by that church, and 
was subsequently mainly instrumental in doing 
away, by legislative action, the disabilities to which 
professors of the Catholic faitli were still subjected 
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by laws and practices mising from Britkfa statutes 
which lay unrepealed. 

Clinton, as chief of the police of a large and 
pc^mlous city, appeared to no less advantage than 
as a criminal judge. At fires, and all unusual as- 
semblages where disorder might be apprehended, 
he was to be found, not to repress riots actually 
begun, but in time to prevent their occurrence. 
When the mere majesty of the law appeared to be 
likely to be insalBciemt, he took eariy and prompt 
measures to have at his.diaposal a sufficient civic 
force, imd for calling^ on the uniformed compames 
as a ranforcement in case of need. 

As an instance of his promptitude in such cases, 
tiie riot m James^street may be cited. This had 
begun in boarding-houses for seamen ; and that 
brave, but thoughttess and turbulent race, had beat- 
en and put to flight Ae poMce. On receiving in- 
telKgence of the feet, Cknton, after making pro- 
viekm for calling out Ae troops, hurried to the spot 
attended by such civil officers as he coal4 mus*- 
ter. On his way through Chatfaam««tre€ft he met 
some officers of the fourth regiment of militia, 
which bad paraded that afternoon at Corker's 
Hocky and had just beeh disnussed. Collecting 
these to the number of about a dozen, he formed 
them in a line across the street, placed the band 
-wlueh hiNi attended the regiment behind them, 
and, ordering it to play a charge, led the way to 
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the scene of riot The mob, aware of his pres- 
ence, and deceived by the judicious exhibition of 
force when there was in reality nonCj dispersed 
without resistance, and the leaders were captured. 
A few minutes' delay would probably h^ve ren- 
dered it necessary to have recourse to bloodshed. 
As it was, he gallantly exposed .himself to no Ut- 
tl^ personal risk. 

As the probabiUty of a war with Great Britain 
increased, those, who recollected the tumultuous 
scenes of the breaking out of the Revolution, when 
law was for a time suspended ; w^o had heard 
threats of personal violence uttered against obnox- 
ious persons, which threats were not always vain ; 
and particularly those who had themselves suffer- 
ed from the cruelty of the partisans of the Biitish 
government, began to speak dpenly of taking the 
opportunity of the breaking out of hostilities to 
gratify their long-suppressed revenge. Obnoxious 
persons were publicly named, and their houses 
marked out for pillage* In this juncture, Clinton 
had a difficult part to play. He was a candidate 
for the presidency in opposition to Madison, while 
the leaders of the democratic party in the city had 
espoused the cause of tiiat gentleman. He saw in 
those who uttered threats his old associates in the 
democratic party, and among them those who had 
influence sufficient either to denounce him or secure 
him its support 
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The persons thus threatened were those of the 
old Tory faction, who had never joined theihselves 
to the democratic party. To such as had, free im- 
munity was granted. By the slightest neglect of 
precautionary measures, Clinton therefore had it in 
his power to conciliate old friends and prevent a 
rupture with them, as^well as to punish some of 
his most active political opponents. Clinton; how- 
ever, had too high a regard iiwr his duty to. slumber 
at his post. No sooner had the slightest symptoms 
of popular commotion appeared, thaa he took the 
most prompt measures to preserve the public peace. 
These were successful ; but they had the effect of 
utterly estranging from him. the managers of the 
party with which, from his earUest manhood, he 
had been associated, and of which he had for 
years been the acknowledged leader. As he could 
not be openly blamed for preserving the quiet of 
the city, he was accused of giving^rise to a ground- 
less alarm ; and the very persons who pointed out 
by name the objects of their attack, were now 
heard declaring that no intention of violence or 
pillage had ever been entertained. 

In the earUest years of his mayoralty, Clinton 
found himself compelled to exercise the duties of 
a diplomatist in addition to the various duties with 
which he was loaded. The renewal of the war 
between Great Britain and France, if it did not 
give rise to intrigues, as on the former occasion. 
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for die purpose of drawing the United Stat^ into 
the contest as a party, placed the country under 
the necessity of asserting, by steady and impartial 
measures, its neutral character. The French had, 
at the breaking out of hostilities, an am^y and 
a fleet in St. Domingo. In attempting to with^ 
draw this force in the face of the si^erior power 
of Great Britain, single vessels and squadrons 
touched at the port of New-York. Among the 
rest, two fine frigatea anchored in the bay, among 
whose officers was Jerome Bonaparte, the brother 
of the first consul, and subsecpiently King of West- 
phalia. The cupidity of the British officers on the 
Halifax station was increased by the hopes of this 
rich prize, and a squadron actually entered into the 
bay in pursuit of them. For a jrioment, apprehen- 
sions were entertained that our waters would have 
been the scene of a hostile attack, such as the 
British afterward made the Bay of Valparaiso. 
Clinton permitted the French vessels to anchor un- 
der the guns of Fort Jay; and, to prevent the 
breach of neutrality consequent on the French ves- 
sels being followed out, required from the British 
commanders a promise not to sail until 24 hours 
after the French vessels should have proceeded to 
sea. On this being refused, he issued orders to the 
pilots not to carry them to sea. In consequence 
of these decisive measures, the British squadron 
left the uidiorage at the quaxantine^^round^ and 
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blockaded the harbour. The French vessels sub- 
sequently made their escape, through the Sound : 
and here again Clinton was compelled to interfere, 
by directing the commander of Fort Jay to allow 
them to enter the East River. ^ Numerous other 
aggressions were committed by British cruisers, 
which, on more than one occa^on, threatened to 
lead to popular tumults, retaliating on British 
residents the offensive acts of their countrymen. 
Among other instances, an American seaman was 
killed within the jurisdiction of the United Sates 
by a shot from the Leander. 

On the other hand, thC French officers exhibited 
a spirit as little consistent with regard for neutral 
rights as the English, although they had less pow- 
er to carry it int^effect. Clinton was thus in- 
volved in correspondence with the commercial 
agents of the two belUgerant nations ; compelled 
to adopt measures of military opposition to their 
aggressions, and, at the same time, to restrain the 
populai* feeling. His course on this occasion is 
marked with dignity and decision, and 'his corre- 
spondence exhibits his accustomed ability. 



,y Google 



78 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY 



CHAPTER VL 

Origin of the Public School Society of JSTeW' 
York, — It is Chartered. — Is founded on Private 
ContrSmtions. — Clinton^s .Agency in obtaining 
them. — Gift from the Corporation of JSTew* 
York^ and Grant from the State Legislature. — 
Reflections on the System of Common Schools, 
— Turnpike from Poughkeepsie to Kingsbridge. 

While mayor of the City of New-York, Clin- 
ton took the lead in the promotion of numerous im- 
portant public objects. To the aid of these he not 
only brought his talents as M^riter, his personal 
exertions, and the whole weight of his political 
influence, but contributed, when necessary, freely 
from his private purse. Among these, the Free 
School Association, as well from the direct and 
immediate benefits it produced, as from having 
been the first step towards that system which now 
includes the whole state in its beneficent influence, 
is most worthy of notice. 

The Lancasterian method of instruction was ma- 
king a great noise in Europe, and excited, in par- 
ticular, the attention of the members of the Society 
of Friends. In the year 1804, two influential and 
benevolent men of this persuasion, the late John 
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Murray, Jr., and Thomas Eddy, conceived the idea 
of introducing that method into the €ity of New- 
York. Clinton was immediately consulted by 
them, and saw at once the vast amotmt of benefit 
which might be derived firom the successful intro- 
duction of this system.- He therefore drew up the 
plan of an association, for the purpose of providing 
gratuitous instruction for such^ poor children as 
did not fall within the sphere of any of the char- 
ily schools then existing in the city. In the list of 
this association his name stands first, and he was 
hs first presiding officer. 

As a charter was necessary to ensure success, 
preparations were made fw applying to the Legis- 
lature ; and Grovemor Lew4s made the subject a 
prominent feature of his message in January, 1806. 
With wise and hberal views, he went beyond the 
immediate objects of the association, and pointed 
out to the Legislature the value of a general sys- 
tem of common schools, backing his recommenda- 
tion by the authority of his predecessor, George 
Clinton. 

ti consequence of this recommendation, and the 
personal exertions of its firiends, a charter was 
granted in April, 1805, in the preamble to which, 
Clinton is named as having applied for it No 
farther legislative aid was granted at the time ; and 
it became necessary, in order to carry the objects 
of the association into eflfect, to have recourse to 
G 
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private contributions. la the labour of solickatioii 
and explanation necessary for sudi a purpose^ and 
in the irksome task of be^ng from door to door 
Clinton took more than his share. In compare 
with Frederic D^ieyster^ another of the associ- 
ates, he called personally upon many of the dti- 
zens, and did not cease from his exertions until no 
more funds could be collected. The list of De- 
peyster and Clinton exhildted subscriptions to the 
amount of #4910. 

His influence with the corporalion of the city, 
over whose deliberations he then presided, wias 
next broi^t into action, and a grant of an old 
building, formerly used as an sursenal, with a dona- 
tion of $2000 in money, was obtained. 

In the year 1806, Clinton, havix^ taken bb seat 
in the Senate of the state, was named diairtnan of 
a committee to which a potion <rf the Freenac^o^ 
Society £6r aid was referred. In this capacity lie 
made a most able and concludve rqport, ixt whi^ 
the importance of the institution to the public was 
exhibited in so clear a light, that a bill was passed, 
by which an immediate approprkttion of $12,000, 
with an annuity of $1500 per aimum, was graced 
to the society. 

This was the germ of the public schools erf the 
dty of New-York, now so flouri^ng, and the ba- 
sis on which the great system of common schools 
throughout the state was founded. The success of 
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the first public school was unexampled in training 
up to habits o£ industry and morality, youth who 
might otherwise have fallen into idleness and vice. 
At the end of twenty years from its foundation, it 
was the proud boast of Clinton, then governor of 
the state, in a message to t^e Legislature, that out 
of the many thousands who had received instruc- 
tion in the pubUc schools, none had ever been con- 
victed of a cruninal offence. 

The success of the pubUc school in New-York 
led to its speedy imitation in Albany and Troy ; 
and the obvious benefits which the several estab- 
lishments conferred on the community, furnished 
the most powerfiil inducements far the accumula- 
tion of such a fund as might spread ^milar advan- 
tages throughout the state. It is unnecessary to 
enter into an exhibition of the immense value 
which the common schools have been to the State 
of New-York. Their importance is admitted on all 
hands ; £md, where the right of suffrage k univer- 
sal, the only security for liberty is to be found in an 
equally universal diffusion of the blessings of edu- 
cation.* 

The common school ^stem has not, bowev^, 

* The basis of the fundi which has grown to soch an extent, 
-was laid in the session of 1806, by a legislative grant of^OO^OOO 
acres of public lands ; and it has accumulated from this and 
other soorcea, until it is justly doubted whether it be expedient 
to increase it any farther. 
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yet attained that degree of excellence of which it 
is capable, and there are certain obvious defects in 
its management which call for a remedy. 

The public school of New- York was originally 
instituted to supply a positive want. The several 
rehgious congregations had, with great hberality, 
founded free-schools, erecting buildings and pur- 
chasmg land. Those of the Reformed Dutch, 
Presbyterian, and Episcopal 6hurches were flour- 
ishing, although far from being sufficient even for 
those in their respective communions. They de- 
rived thdr support from annual collections. The 
Catholics had also commenced a similar system; 
and, although possessed of less comparative wealth, 
exhibited a noble spirit of liberality. Wh^n the 
school Amd was first applied, all these institutions 
received support from it in the ratio of the num- 
bers of their respective scholars, and a generous 
emulation ensued to raise the character of the ed- 
ucation they furnished, as by this alone, in most of 
the cases, could they obtain a preference from 
the scholars. 

By a most unfortunate change, the whole appro- 
priation was vested in the public schools, and the 
support afforded by it to those of the several Chris- 
tian denominations withdrawn. The free-schools 
therefore fell back to their original state, or were 
abandoned altogether. Hundreds of active and 
zealous advocates of education have been with- 
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drawn from the cause, and the public schools th^n- 
selves do not appear to have derived any propor- 
tionate accession in numbers. The blow has fallen 
hardest upon the Catholics. The children of this 
numerous and, imluckily, as a mass, ignorant por- 
tion of our population, are thereby debarred, by 
scruples of conscience, from all acfcess to that 
education for w^hich they are taxed in proportion 
to their means. In mere principle, although in 
amount small, the hardship is as great as that 
which some of them have fled to avoid in the 
country of their nativity, that of paying for tiie 
support of a clergy whose ministry they repudiate. 
To say that the schools are open to their clnldren 
is a repetition of the remark that the Protestant 
churches are open to them in Ireland ; their con- 
sciences equally prevent their entering either.. 

It will be only when all rehgious feeling can be 
satisfied, that the great and final step of the school 
system can be taken, namely, to render it penal in 
any parent not to avail himself of tiie benefits it 
holds out to his children. Such has been the law 
for centuries in Switzerland, and has been the most 
efficient cause of the maintenance of its free insti- 
tutions while in actual contact with the most pow- 
erful and absolute monarchies of Europe. - They 
have been supported by iheir moral strength, long 
after physical resistance would have ceased to de- 
fend them. 
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So far, th^ from withdrawing the bwiefits of 
the school fund from sectarian establishments, all 
denominations of Christians ought to be encour- 
aged to found schools, and be entitled, as formerly^ 
to a proportionate share of the fund. No denom- 
ination can except to this ; for, as each is satisfied 
that its own tenets are correct, it ought to be 
pleased at the diffusion of that intelligence by 
which its orthodoxy may be tested. 

Another obvious defect in the system is its en 
tire separation firom all the institutions for educa- 
tion of a higher character. It thus limits those 
whose parents are not possessed of competence, to 
the very elements of learning ; shuts them out from 
all the learned professions ; and debars them firom 
all chance of attaining political eminence by legit- 
imate means. . Under the aspect of the purest de- 
mocracy, it lays the foundation of an aristocracy 
of learning, into which the children of the "rich 
alone are admitted. 

Those who are conversant with the workings 
of the two systems, are aware of the wide and im- 
passable barrier which separates those who are ed- . 
ucated in the common schools from those who find 
their elenentary instruction in private seminaries, 
andsubsequentiy complejte their courses in colleges. 
Feelings of contempt on the one hand, and of envy 
on the other, are fostered ; and, on attaining man- 
hood, the youth of the republic are obviously ar- 
rayed in two distinct and almost hostile classes. 
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In order that the common school system should 
be perfect, it ought, as might readily be eflFected, 
to give an elementary education superior to tl^at of 
any private school, and thus make it the^ interest 
even of the ridiest to send th^r children to the 
public schools. It should next be brought into 
the closest connexion mth the chartered academies 
and colleges, by giving, as a reward for proficien- 
cy in knowledge, the right of continuing the ^dies, 
b^un m the common schools, in the higher semi- 
naries. Some of our colleges have, with great 
liberality, tendered free scholarships to the trustees 
c^the pubUe schools; but the boon has not produ- 
ced its proper t^suk, because the intermediate 
academies are inaccessible* 

It is only in this way that a proper supply of 
competent teachers for the conmion schools can be 
obtained. It unhiddly haj^ens, that the profes- 
mm. of a teacher does not confer a standing in so- 
ciety which will conipensate for its trijQing emolu- 
m&^ Teachers in the State of New-York, will 
done be ttmai among those who are preparing 
themselves foqr profes^ons c£ a character more re- 
q>eeted l^ the comnnuuty, or who may have been 
unsuccessfid ib sodipro&ssicMQS.^ The youth whose 
talei^ts will fit him for a teacher, will not consent 
that an occi^atioB, whose professors he sees al- 
most kaded with indignity, shaU be the limit of 
his wishes. We therefore can anticipate no good 
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result from the establidiment of separsite schook for 
teachers; but, if the talented and industrious mem- 
bers of the common schools be passed to the acad- 
emies, and the most distinguished of them, in turn, 
to the colleges, many seeking knowledge with 
more ambitious views, would, in the very nature 
of things, fall into the body of teachers* 

From flie time that he became an associate and 
the first president of .the Public School Society of 
New-York, Clinton was unwearied in his labours 
to promote the cause 6f education. As mayor of 
the city, as senator, and as governor of the tstate, 
he made every fair use of the influence of his sta- 
tion to increase the school fund and extend its 
benefits. Standing almost alone at first, he was 
joined in the end by such numbers^ and the influ- 
ence finally became so powerfiil, as to overleap 
the bounds he would himself have set to it, and to 
monopolize patronage^ of which a part might have 
been extended, with greater pubUc benefit, to insti- 
tutions of more elevated character. Thus, while 
the school system has been so successful that one 
fourth of the whole numerical population is inclu- 
ded in the lists of its pupils, the mmiber of incor- 
porated academies has not increased, nor that of 
the scholars who attend them. This has reacted 
upon the common schools themselves, by render- 
ing it imposidble to procure a sufficient number of 
competent teachers. 
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The commuiiicaticm between the cities of New- 
York and Albany, so easy wkile the Hudson River 
is open, is, dwng ike winter, extremely difficult. 
This attracted the attention of Clintcm; and a peti- 
tion, drawn and headed by him, was presented to 
the legislature in the year 1805, for the mcorpora- 
tion of the Highland Turnpike Co<^ to make a 
road from Poughke^sie to Kingsbridge. The 
charter was granted, and funds nearly adequate 
to the purpose w^e raised. By mismanagement 
on the part of the directors, they were exhausted 
before the most difficult part of the road was com- 
pleted. Still, the travel in winter on the east side of 
the Hudson, which was formerly attended with 
great danger, has, since the passage of that act, 
been rendered more easy and safe. This was all 
that the state of the times and of the art of engi- 
neering would permit Had Clinton been now 
living, and possessed of the influence he then Ex- 
erted, we should probably, ere this, have seen our 
commercial metropolis united with the seat of 
government by a railroad. The same enlighten- 
ed pohcy which dictated the construction of the 
Erie Canal in 1807, would have urged the neces- 
sity of this measure at the pubhc cost, and would 
not have left the southwestern tier of counties to 
seek an outlet to the market of New-York through 
the imperfect and ineffectual me&od of a chartered 
company, which, if unsuccessful, would be a totaJ 
H 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



88 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

waste of capital, and if successful, an odious mo- 
nopoly. The circumstances of the limes in which 
be lived did not call for any exposition of his 
views on such subjects tp the citizens of our own 
state, but the arguments he addressed to the in- 
habitants of New-Jersey and Ohio contain mudi 
practical vnsdom, which. is exactly suited to the 
present state of jdflfairs in New-York. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



Clinton is elected a Member of the State Seriate. 
— Licorporaiion of the Sailors' Snvg Harbour. 
— Law removing the Incapacities of Roman 
Catholics. — Charter of the Manumission Socie- 
^y y ?/* the CindnnatC — Grant for an Insane 
Hospital. — Chester of the Eagle Fire Insurance 
Company. — Grant for the Defence of the Har- 
bour of J^eW'York.'^Academy of Fine Arts 
Incorporated. — Clinton is named a Director ^ and 
subsequently President of the Academy. — Char- 
terofthe American Fu/r Company, — Burial of 
the Remains of the Prisoners in the Jersey 
Hulk. 

At the election held in 1805, Clinton was 
chosen a Senator of the state for the Southern 
District, which office he held along with that of 
mayor of the city of New-York. The Legislature, 
as usual, was not convened until 1806,.when he 
took his seat We have already had occasion to 
spesk of his acts in this capacity in reference to 
the Public School Society of New-York. This 
was far from being the only important object 
which engaged his attention and received his sup- 
port From the first moment of his entering that 
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body, he took a decided lead in its deliberations^ 
and furnished the draught of many of the law^ 
which originated in the upper house. Some of 
these are even yet of interest, and require a notice 
from us, which we shall give in order. 

A benevolent individual of the name of Ran- 
dall, had, by will, bequeathed a property, which 
has how become of mmense value, to trustees, for 
the purpose of establishing an hospital for seamen, 
under the name of the " Sailors' Snug Harbour." 
His heirs, if any could be found, were certainly 
foreigners; and thus, if the will were void, the real 
estate conveyed in it must have escheated to the 
state. It appeared possible that the bequest might 
be rendered null, from the fact that the will had 
the air of creating a corporation, by vesting the es- 
tate in a permanent body, composed of certain of- 
ficial personages, and not in individual trustees. 
Other legal difficulties stood in the way, which 
also required legislative action. Uoderihe con^ 
viction that the bequest would be of great public 
benefit, Clinton introduced a bill con&rriog cor- 
porate powers on the trustees named in the will^ 
and thus removing all doubts as to the title to the 
property. This corporation, after haviag car^fidly 
nursed its property for several years, has at la^t 
been enabled to carry into effect the intentions of 
its founder;, and the name of Clinton might, vdth 
propriety, be placed alongside of that of Randall, 
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as having secured the applicatioii of his legacy to 
its intended object *^ 

Under the royal government of the colony of ' 
New-York, certain laws had been passed intend- 
ed to prevent the settlemait of Roman Catho- 
lics, or, at least, debarring them from the privilege 
of voting. Tl^ese disqudilications.still existed; for 
the forms of abjuration intended to operate against 
Jesuit missionaries were retained at the revolution 
as a security against those who were unwilling to 
disavow their allegiance to the King of England. 
By the exertions of Clinton, jJaw drawn by him- 
siflf was passed, which repealed the provision of- 
fensive to the conscience of Roman Cfiitholics. / 

An association for jM^omoting the mstfiumission 
of slaves had existed for several years iti the city 
of New-York, but had not obtained a charter. 
An act of incorpcnration was now intrbduced by 
Clittton and passed. He also drew and intro- 
duced a bill to charter the Society of the Cincin- 
nati. This association of the officers of the revo- 
lutionary army had been held together by the 
mere consent bi its members, and is still prevented 
fccm fulfilling, in a beneficial manner, the char- 
itable objects of its institution. It had at one 
time been held up to the public as an attempt to 
found an order of nobility, and had been stigma- 
tized as aristocratic; although, in fact, no more 
than an association for social and benevolent pur- 
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poses. So great was the prejudice which had 
been excited against it by these gratuitous attacks; 
that it does not appear probable that any member 
of the democratic party, except Clinton, would 
have had the courage to propose that it (^uld be 
incorporated. 

The attempt to obtain a charter for this honour- 
able and praiseworthy association failed; for even 
the influence of Clinton, and his entire possession 
of the confidence of the democratic party, were 
insufficient to overcome the feelings of distrust 
with whigh it was regarded. ' 

It is thus a curious feature in the records of 
our legislative proceedings, that, while the natives 
of every European country which has furnished 
any large number of settlers have been incorpora- 
ted by charter for mutual relief and for keeping 
up the recollections of their fatherlands^ with the 
provision for continuing the privilege to their chil- 
dren, the officers of that army by which the inde- 
pendence of our country had been achieved should 
be denied a charter. Those who opposed the as- 
sociation at its beginning feared that the fedings 
of gratitude so justly due to those who had spent 
their blood, their fortunes, and the prime of their 
life in the revolutionary contest, might have in- 
vested them and their descendants with the influ- 
ence of an order of nobility; but they did not 
foresee that in this case, at least, America was to 
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furnish no exception to the proverbial ingratitude 
of republics. 

Up to the year 1806, the State of New-York 
had possessed no hospital for the treatment of in- 
sane patients. The severest inffiction with which 
Ae human race is visited had its victims thus ex- 
posed to umiecessary restraints and cruel inflic- 
tions. The trustees of the Hospital in the city of 
New-York now applied to the Legislature for aid 
in effecting the humane object of providmg an 
asylum for the lunatic. The petition was referred 
by the Senate to a committee, of which Clinton was 
chairman. He made a report, in which the neces- 
sity of legislative assistance was forcibly set forth, 
and, in conformity with the report, grants were 
made, which enabled the trustees of tfie Hospital 
to erect and support an asylum for the insane. 
By means of this grant, a splendid and commo- 
dious building has been Erected at Bloomingdale, 
where it stands as a monument of the wise benefi- 
cence of the Legislature. 

Among ihe scourges to which the City of New- 
York has been exposed, one of the most destruc- 
tive is fire. The inflammable nature of the mate- 
rials employed in building, together with the ne- 
cessity of provicfing against the severity of our 
winter climate, has made conflagrations of fre- 
quent occurrence and destructive violence. The 
system of mutual assiurance had been adopted as 
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a partial remedy, but the more econcMnit mode of 
ensuring at a fixed premium could at that time he 
only effected through the agency of a company 
established in London. The public convenience 
called loudly for a local institution, which should 
undertake this important and useful business* The 
main difficulty was to find persons of sufficient 
capital who would be willing to become liable 
to the full extent of their property in a business of 
so great a riisk ; and there was, as yet, no instance 
of the business having been conducted by a char- 
ter, imder which the associates would be liable 
only to the extent of their subscriptions. To meet 
the case, Clinton, at the request of a number of 
respectable inhabitants of New-York, drew, and 
procured the passage o^ the charter of the Eagle 
Insurance Company.. This has ^nce served as 
the model for the incorporation of a number of 
other companies^ which have been of great benefit ^ 
to the comrnunity, and yielded good profit to their 
stockholders, until, after the lapse of 30 years from 
the estabUatmtei^ of the first, their capitals were 
swqpt away by the great conftagration of Decem- 
ber, 183^ £ven then they were the means oi 
preserving many of the mercantile communitj 
from entire destruction* 

The difficulties of which we have ^ken, which 
arose from the acts of British and French cruisers, 
were in a great measiure owing to the exposed 
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condition of the Bay of New-York. The only 
work of any consequence provided by the general 
goyernment for its defence was Fort Jay, on Gov- 
ernor's Island, The city was in a measure safe from 
aggression, except by a strcmg force, by batteries, 
on the water's edge, but the $afe anchorage at the 
Watering-place was wholly exposed. Here the 
British actually impressed seamen, and the French 
broke by force the sanitiury regulations of the quar- 
antine ; while, as we have seen, fears were enter- 
tained that an attack would have be«i ma(]e on 
vessek under th6 vey guns of Fort Jay. The 
general govarnment showed a culpable negligence 
in resqpect to this question^ The importance of 
New* York in a mibtary and commercial light, has, 
in general, rather excited the jealousy of othar 
states than led to liberal measured for its protec- 
ticm. It was obvious that it was cmly by fortifica- 
ticms at the Narrows that security from tiie unpun- 
ished violation oi our intaio^ vraters could be ob- 
tained. To this object Clinton turned his atten- 
tion, and drew up an able report on the defence 
of the harbour of New-York.-' This was pres^t- 
ed by him to the Senate, and led to the piassage, in 
1808, of an act containing an apim)priation of 
$100,000 for the defence of that important pass. 
MiUtary critics have since ..found fault with the 
selection of the position where this fortification 
was erected. In this criticism they have forgotten 
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the object for which it was erected, which was to 
command and cover the Watering-place and Quar- 
antine ground, not to attempt the much more diffi- 
cult task of closing the Narrows to the entrance of 
a foreign fleet For the filrst of these objects, the 
poidtion chosen is sufficient, and the only one that 
is so ; while, in the second, it forms an essential 
and all-important feature. .The occupation of 
Staten Island in such a manner that it cannot be 
easily seized by an enemy, is, besides, a most im- 
portant object in the defence of the City of New- 
York. It formed, in 1776, a species of tUe de pont, 
in which the British forc^ were quietly collected 
as they dropped in from a long voyage, and where 
they were organized and recruited in health for 
their final attack through Long Island, 

In the commission named for fortifying the Nar- 
rows, Clinton's name appears, and he filled an im- 
portant place in Its deliberations, although the de- 
tails of the fortifications themselves necessarily fell 
to the charge of the chief-en^eer of the United 
States, General Williams. 

As early as 1801, an association had been form- 
ed in the City of New-York for the encourage- 
ment of the fine arts. Liberal contributions had 
been made by individuals, and a fine collection of 
casts from the antique had been procured. In ad- 
dition, Vanderlyn had been employed to make 
copies of some of the best pictures in the Louvre, 
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while Napoleon, at that time First Consul of France, 
had presented, through Chancellor Livingston, a 
splendid collection of engravings. The institution 
had languished for want of a local habitation, and 
its administration was impeded hy the want of le- 
gal faciUties. Clinton now took this institution un- 
der his protection. He obtained a charter for it, and 
a grant of apartments in the Cjovemment House. 
This building had be6n erected on the site of Fort 
George, for the residence of the chief magistrate 
of the state, but had become useless in consequence 
of the removal of the seat of government. In 
the apartments thus granted, the casts and pictures 
were arranged and opened to the public ; and, al- 
though they excited but Uttle notice at the time, 
their influence was felt in the formation of public 
taste, and gradually extended itself, until the City 
of New-York has assumed a high rank both for 
the patronage and the practice of the fine arts. 

Clinton was named a director of the Academy 
in the charter, and continued to hold that office 
by annual electioa. until the death of Chancellor 
Livingston, who was the founder and the first 
president He was then elected president of the 
Academy, which office he held for several years, 
bqt, with great judgment, permitted the active 
duties of that station to be performed chiefly by 
Colonel Trumbull, who was so well fitted, from 
his reputation as an artist, to hold the first rank in 
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such an mstiUition. This institution, after fulfilling 
its object, has given way to an association of ar- 
tists formed in its schools. 

The Fur-trade of the West had been monopoli* 
zed in a great degree by British subjects. These 
had spread their posts far to the south into the 
Aniericati territory, and could not be met on fsdr 
terms of competition for want of united action on the 
part of the American traders. Mr. Astor, so cel- 
ebrated for his extended and comprehensive views 
of commerce, was willing to apply his own capital 
and talents to the important object of recovering 
this vsduable trade from a rival, and soon to be 
a hostile nation. From the general government, 
however, under a strict construction of the consti- 
tution, he could not obtaih the necessary powers 
wherewith to found a company; but as New-York 
would be the place of idiipment and the necessary 
centre of operations, a charter from this state was 
considered by him as adequate to the purpose. 
He theref(»re petitioned the Legidature for an act 
of incorporation^ This was drawn by Clinton, 
and by his exertions it became a law. Since that 
time the Am^can Fur Company has not only 
been a profitable concern to its stockholders, and 
thus added to the general wealth, but has been of 
great value to the country. It has excluded the 
foreign influence, which had extended itself over 
the savages within our own borders, and has dont 
1 
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more than arms to preserve the peace of an expo- 
sed frontier, and render the pioneers of civilization 
safe in their adventurous pursuits. 

Daring the Revolutionary war, the prisoners ta- 
ken by the British army, as weU as many persons 
seized under a charge of treascm, had been confi- 
ned i^ a hulk anchored in the Wallabout Bay. 
The misaries of these floating prisons have been a 
fruitful theme c^ complaint on the part of all na- 
tions who have been engaged in war with Great 
Britiun. Security seems to have been the only ob- 
ject in view, unless the demoniac pleasure of 
lessening the number of enemies by a lingering 
dee^ can be believed to have existed. The «uf- 
feriBga which have in all cases attended confine- 
ment in British prison-ships, vf&e aggravated on 
this occasion by the nature of the contest, and 
the fact that the. jailers were in most instances 
rather poHtical opponents of the prisoners, who 
sought to compel them to abandon- their principles 
than pubUc and honourable enemies. Whatever 
may have been the cause, the mortality in that 
vessel was unexampled, and the corses of the 
unfortunate sufferers were hardly treated with the 
ceremony of a handful of earth to protect their 
putrefying remainis from the public gaze. For 
nearly a quarter of a century, the unburied bones 
of these martyrs to their principles remained the 
reproach of their tyrannical destroyers and the 
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disgrace of iheir ungrateful countrymen. Clinton 
felt the latter in no small degree ; and, to remove 
the blot on the national fame, proposed a law for 
giving burial honours to the remains. This was 
passed, and was carried into effect Unluckily, in 
its execution, an attempt was made to give it a 
party character, and to employ it in arousing or 
perpetuating a feeling of hostility to Great Britain. 
All those who doubted the policy of entering into 
a war with that country, were therefore debarred 
from uniting in the ceremony ; and, by a want of 
ordinary good taste in the committee of arrange- 
ments, what was meant to honour the worjthy 
dead overpassed the step which separates th6 suV 
lime from the ridiculous. No error of manage- 
ment, however, can do away the merit of the suf- 
ferers, or detract from the feeling which influ^iced 
Clinton in propoang due honours to their imboried 
remains. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Important Laws drawn by Clinton while Senator. 
— IBs Opinions as a Member of the Court of 
Errors. — He Receives a Challenge for words 
spoken in Ddrnte. — His Maniy and Dignified 
CoTidttct on that Occasum.^^Mempt at Corrupt 
turn in obtaining the Charter of a Bank. 

Clinton continued to be a Senator of tiie State 
until 1811, when he was elected lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, and thus called to predde oyer the deliber- 
ations of the body of which he had so long been 
a member. We have already seen that he was 
the mover, and influential in procuring the |>as- 
sage, of many important acts. Among others, 
which were also drawn by him, $nd which are of 
sufficient moment to be recorded^ are : 

An Act to provide for a State Arsenal. 

An Act relative to the fortifications erecting by 
the state. 

An Act for laying out Canal-street in the city 
of New-York. 

An Act respecting a digest of the public laws 
of the state. 

An Act to enlai^e the powers of the Orphan 
Asylum Society. - 
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An Act to amend the insolvent laws. 

An Act to prevent the inhuman treatment of 
slaves. 

An Act to prevent tiie farther introduction of 
slaves. 

An Act for the support of the Quarantine estab- 
lishment* 

An Act to incorporate the New^York Mission- 
ary Society. , 

An Act to revise and amend the militia lawb. 

An Act to incorporate the society for the relief 
of poor widows with small children. 

An Act for promoting medical sdenoe. 

An Act rei^]iecting the Free^sciiool Society. 

An Act for the partitiim of Haerlem Commons. 

An Act eoncemuig the Qnondago Salt^^springs. 

An Act for the farther encouragement of free* 
3chools. 

An Act for tiie better protection of sheep. 

An Act securing to mechanics and others pay-* 
ment for their labour and materials in the city of 
NewrYort 

An Act to establish a register's office in the 
city <4 Ntew-Yoik. 

An Act to set apart certain apartments in the 
Capitol for public puiposea. 

An Act for the benefit of the Orphan. Asylum 
(b^ which an annuity of $500 was granted out of 
the auction duties). 
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An Act to prevent abuses in actions de homdne 
reptegiando. 

An Act for abolishing the Court of Exchequer. 

An Act to, prevent frauds at elections. 

An Act to incorporate the Humane Society. 

In introducing several of the trills which be- 
came the foregoing laws, Clinton presented able 
and luminous .reports, or prefaced the propositions 
with powerful speeches. He also drew, on several 
occasions, the answer of the Senate to the speech- 
es of the governor. In one of these, presented in 
1810, is to be found one of the best arguments in 
favour of our republican institutions, with an eulo- 
gium on the excellence of that system of govern- 
ment "which recognises the people as the source, 
and their happiness as the object of all legitimate 
authority." 

On the retirement of Jefferson from the office 
of president, an address was voted to him by the 
Legislature of New-York, which measure was 
proposed, and the address drawn by CUnton. 

In addition to the acts which have been cited, 
he drew and procured the passage of others in 
encouragement of literary and scientific objects, as 
well as others in reference to internal improve- 
ments, on which, subject he also wrote and pre- 
sented reports. We have omitted these for the 
present, as we shall have occasion hereafter to 
examine his agency in the cause of science, and 
I 
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his services in promoting our system of internal 
improvement more at length. 

ITie Senate, with the chancellor of the :State 
and the judges of the Supreme Court, formed, and 
still form, a tribunal of ultimate resort, under the 
name of the Court of Errors. This tribunal is of 
great value among our institutions, as it not only 
furnishes the means of cool and deliberate adjudi- 
cation in points of law, but, from its mixed char- 
acter, aflFords a means of cortrecting so inuch of 
the common law as, by the progress of society, 
becomes unsuited to the existing state of things, 
and of substituting principles of hroad and imiver- 
sal application for the mere technicalities of legal 
forms. In the deliberations of this tribunal Chn- 
ton bore an important share. 

As early as 1802, when serving for his first term 
in the Senate of the state, he delivered an opinion 
on a most important question, and settled the law 
on that subject The trade of the United States 
had become an object of pillage to both belliger- 
ants, and this pillage was legalized by the decis- 
ions of petty admiralty courts, which rarely failed 
to find pretences for condemnation. The mer- 
chants sought protection by insurances at exorbi- 
tant premiums, but were likely to derive no adr 
vantage from this precaution. The English judges 
had dedded that the decrees of admiralty courts 
were not open to revision; and tiius, when the as- 
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signed cause of cond^miiatian wto ridt iailiong the 
risks expressed <ir iiB^lied hi the policy, the siif- 
feirer wcyuld h^ve hM lia redress had this Jfrihci- 
pie b^en adapted as a part of the <i6mmon law 
of the State of New-York. The infen<)r tribunals, 
governed by the Englii^ decisions, reftiS^ to in- 
quire whether the ^assigned causedf condetiihation 
were true or false; and, as such pretehded cause 
was of tJburse'One which was inconsistent with an 
observance of neutrality, the policies could not 
liave been recovered. 

When these questions came befi)re the Court of 
Errors, it decided that the decisions of courts of 
admiralty were, like those of other tributials, open 
to examination. The very act of pillage and op- 
pr^ion, which had before been a bar to the re- 
covery of the loss, was thus made a risk which 
could be covered by insurance. The pi-ocfeedings 
in the American courts under this decision could 
be made the grounds of a claim for indemnity to 
the underwriters from the foreign goverhttient; and 
this opirion of Clinton's has, after the lapse of up- 
ward of thirty years, been the direct catise of a blaim 
bciirig successfully urged against the French gov- 
ernment for the Spoliatioirs comrttitted by Napo- 
leon. Had the American courts of law admitted, 
even by implication, the justice of the decrees of 
the admirklty tribunals, it must have been a bkr to' 
any redress, except in^ flie small Bst ^f ^s^ i^ 
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which even the mockery of legal process had 
beea dispensed with. In the negotiations which 
continued for so long a time before redress was 
obtained, the French diplomatists drew, on this 
very ground, a broad distinction between the two 
sets pf cases ; and, could they have supported their 
argument by the adjudication of American tribu^ 
nals, it is not difficult to believe that all indemnity 
would have been refused. In this decision, there- 
fore, Clinton not only conferred an immediate 
benefit on the mercantile conmiunity, but paved 
the w^ for the indemnification of the underwri- 
ters. 

In 1807 another case of great importance to the 
merchant was decided in the Court of Errors. In 
' this Clinton deHvered the opinion concurred in by 
the majority of the court, in opposition to the 
views of the judges. At that time American citi- 
zens were permitted to own vessels, which, from 
being of foreign biuld,or having lost their nation- 
al character by capture and condenmation, were 
not entitled to be roistered. To secure such 
property from captifi-e, the executive of the Uni- 
ted States had directed the officers of the customs 
to furnish them with papers under the name of 
sea-letters. A law of Congress had subsequentlj 
enacted, that the evidence of ownership should 
be aflforded by a paper called a passport In the 
practice of the custom-house, the papers furnished 
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first under die executive imstruclioiis, ind subse- 
quently under the laws, were made identical. 
Thus, whife the mercantile community continued 
to call the document a searletter, the custom-house 
issued it under the law authorizing the granting of 
passports. In a case arising out of this confusion of 
terms, Clinton led the dccisidn of the Court of Er- 
rors by an opinion in which the broad principles 
of justice triumphed over the narrow views of le- 
gal interpretation. 

During the same session, a case arose involving 
the nicest technicalities of special pleading ; and 
here Clinton exhibited as much knowledge of the 
logic of legal argument, as he had, in the former 
case, shown of the basis of natural rig^t on which 
alone laws ought to be founded. 

An estate of great value in the neighbourhood 
of New-York, left by Nicholas Cruger to his heirs> 
had unluckily become the subject of litigation. 
The widow had married again, and Ms <jiildreh by 
a former marriage naturally felt indignant at see- 
ing the property of their father likely to be thus 
diverted to strangers to his Uood. The case was 
involved in great difficulty, in consequence of one 
of the largest pieces of the real estate having been 
leased (or the term of two joint Uvess and that of 
the surviva-. It became necessary, therefore, in 
the valuation for a division, to introduce the esti- 
inate of the probabilities of life. Clinton discuss- 
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ed this complicated subjectiwith his usual abilitf. 
It is unnecessary, howey^ar, for vs to enter into the 
merits of this case, for* means were found to con- 
tinue the litigation y and the suit was not finally 
settled until the dropping of both the lives r^derr 
ed all that had been done usel^s^ 

The law of libel in the United States has under- 
gone great alterations, in, order to conf(»>m it to 
the spirit of our institutions, from the strict rule 
which the British common law has sanctioned, that 
" the greater the truth the greater the libeL" In 
that country, to publish eventbe truth inxespect to 
parties of dii^nguisbed jank becomes- a^crime pf no 
httle magnitude ; and even amoi^ equals the truth 
of the publication is no plea in mitigation of' the 
punishment awarded' ta a libel as a -crime, howev- 
er strongly it may influence a jury in the estimate 
of dances in a civil acticMi. A suit commenced 
against the notorious Cheetham wass carried Jip to 
the Court of Errors in 1805, and afforded Clinton 
a fSsirther opportunity of exhibiting his judicial (ac- 
umen. 

His la6t>4ecisic»2 was in the case <^ John^Van 
N«BS Yates. This pepson had been committed by 
OhsuM^elloF L»Eksing for sm alleged cont^npt c£* 
court, and isad been released mutear a writ of Ao- 
beas^ C09}»if. by a process at common lawb No 
sooner was. he. freed from imprisonment than he 
was foirtbwith recommitted by the chancelloi*. He^ 
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in consequence, brought%n action against that high 
judicial officer for damages, and was defeated on 
a ^int of law in the Supreme Court In attempt- 
ing to remove the cause by a writ of error from 
the Court of Errors, he was met by an order of 
supersedeas from the chancellor, €md his proceed- 
ings were stopped. The question was, however, 
brought in the form of a suit between Yates and 
the State before the Court of Errors, which deci- 
ded, in conformity with an opinion delivered by 
Clinton, that the writ of error issued of right, and 
could, neither be withheld at the pleasure of a 
judge,.jior stopped by any process issuing from the 
Court of Chancery. The importance of this de- 
cisdon is manifest, and 'the opinion of Clinton is 
marked by a profound knowledge of the history 
of the common law, and an acute perception of the 
variations which the peculiar nature of republican 
institutions must necessarHy introduce into it 

In the*words of that d^tingui^ed jurist Chan^ 
cellor Kent, ^^ jSome of these opinions are models 
of judicial and parliamentary eloquence, and they 
s41 relate to important questions affecting constitu- 
tional rightsand civil Uberty.^' 

While a member of the Senate, Clinton had an 
opportunity of vindicating the freedom of debate, 
and maintaining the immunity of members of a 
legislative body from personal responsibiUty for 
words .spoken in its deliberative proceedings. On 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



110 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY* 

the discussion of a law for granting the right of 
holding real estate to certain aliens, Clinton felt it 
his duty to comm^it on the conduct of one of 
them to his tenants. It is to be remarked, that the 
grant of such privilege is contrary to the policy <rf 
most other countries, and that Great Britain in 
particular, to whose subjects such grants have most 
frequently been made by the State of New-York, 
has been the most illiberal in its escheats of tbe 
inheritances which, in natural course, would have 
passed to foreigners. The person whose conduct 
was commented upon sought what is styled sat- 
isfaction for the attack by sending a challenge. 
Such is the code of modem honour, that he seems 
to have calculated almost with certainty that Clin- 
ton, who had not yet abjured its bloody rule, 
would not have hedtated to give him a meeting. 
It had indeed be^i the practice, in too many inv 
stances, to submit disputes to a decision by arans;: 
and the immunity of legislatocs for word« q>oken 
in debate was not regarded in the courts of honour. 
There are, no doubt, instances where attacks 
on character become cowardly when shielded by 
parliamentary privilege; but this was not one* 
The facts stated were no more than tiie simple 
truth, and the case called for their disclosure. 
Men of less moral courage than Clinton might, 
however, have hesitated, and feared a loss of rep- 
utation from refusing a chall^ige; and it has been 
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often remarked, that a greater degree of coward- 
ice has been shown in the acceptance than would 
have been exhilrited in decliiling to fight a duel. 
The fear of " the world's di^ead laugh" is often 
greater than that of loss of life, and has in manj 
instances prevailed over the obligations of moral- 
ity and religion. It was, in fact, necessary that 
some person of standing and reputation, equal to 
that of Clinton^ should interpose the authority of 
his example to correct the mistaken notions of 
honour which prevailed. 

It was, fortunately, unnecessary for him to ex- 
hibit proofe of personal courage. He had, on 
another occasion, done all that the nicest casuist 
in points of honour couid have demanded; and 
although his lending his countenance to the prac- 
tice of duelling is, if capable of any excuse, not to 
be vindicated in the eye of religious feeling, he 
had established a character for undaunted bravery. 

Clinton, on a full view of the subject, 6aw that 
he was precluded from giving his challenger a 
meeting by considerations other than those of bare 
privilege. He therefore laid the whole matter, 
without delay, before the Senate. The parties 
concerned in the challenge were forthwith com- 
mitted to the custody of the officers of the house, 
whence they were not discliarged until they had 
made an humble apology for the breach of privi- 
lege. 
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So high did parties run, a^d so completely did 
they blind one portion of the community to a true 
perception of the matter^ that much blame was at 
the moment poured upon Clinton for a course, a 
deviation from which must have loaded him with 
severe censure, and left an indelible spot on his 
fame. The acceptance of the challenge would 
have placed his adversary on the vantage ground, 
and, whatever had been the result, CUnton would 
have fellen. in the estimation of the thinking part 
of the community. 

At the present day, no difference of opinion on 
this point exists. It' is admitted on all hands, that 
Clinton on this occasion not only maintained with 
intelUgent firmness the freedom of debate and the 
privileges of the deliberative body of which he 
was a member, but pursued the course most con^ 
sistent with his own reputation and the dignity of 
his character. 

On another occasion, he vindicated with signal 
determination the dignity of the body of which 
he was a member. The privilege of banking, im^ 
der an act of incorporation, had hitherto, been 
granted by the Legislature vrith great parsimony. 
In the city of New-York, no more than, one bank 
had received the direct sanction of that body, and 
another had exercised the powers by a free con- 
struction of privileges granted j^vowedly for a 
very different purpose. It is foreign to our pur- 
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pose to compare this rigid course with the open and 
liberal plan which has recently been introduced ; 
it is suffident to say that a charter was of great 
value on account of the difficulty of procuring it. 
In the attempt to obtain an act of incorporation 
for a new bank, money, proimsQS, and other means 
of corruption were not qpared. Among other 
agents> a.memb^ of the Senate itself was not 
free from the suspicion of acting from corrupt mo- 
tives, and was notoriously the channel by which 
others were tempted. As spon as Clinton became 
aware of the circumstances, he moved an inquiry 
into the conduct of his colleague, and, after some 
proceeding in prosecuti^m of tli^ inquiry, the 
senator, found it expedient to resign his seat rath^ 
er than incur the consequences of an examinati<m. 
Clinton thus boldly att^ioftted to stem at its 
source that current of corruption which afterward 
degraded the state^ and gaye birth to that, third 
estate^ "the lobby," which, although unknown to 
the c(»istitution and laws,, has s4 times controlled 
the actions of the oonstitUfted cbambera. 
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CHAPTER DL 

Literary and Svientific Pursuits of ClirHon, — His^ 
torical Society ; his efforts in its behalf, and 
his .Address on the History of the Five Nations. 
— Lit&rary and Philosophical Society formed, 
and Clinton chosen President, — His Inaugural 
Discourse, — His Discovery of a J^ative Variety 
of Wheat, and other Contributicms to Katural 
Science. 

We have had occasion to mention the bias 
which Clinton exhibited in the early part of his 
career to scientific pursuits; Of these and of 
literature, he became, as his mfluence was extend- 
ed, the active patron, while he did not cease to 
devote his brief intervals of leisure to their cultiva- 
tion by his own labours. The Historical Soci^ 
was established in the City of New-Ywk in 1804 
by a voluntary association. The veneraWe Egbert 
Benson was its first president, and had attempted 
to direct its action to the traditional lore of which 
he himself possessed so ample a fimd. It was not 
found practicable, however, by means of the limited 
contributions of individuals, to accumulate sufficient 
funds for the furtherance of its objects, nor would 
the fiiends of the distinguished dead intrust their 
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niemorials to an ephemeral association. In order 
to enable this society to accomplisfar it& avowed 
and praiseworthy objects, Clinton^ to whom a pe- 
tition for that purpose was referred in 1809, drew 
an act of incorporation, which he presented, along 
with a strong and able report in its fayour. This 
report was adopted and the charter granted. Not 
content with this, he in 1&14 framed a memorial 
to the legislature on behalf of the Historical So- 
ciety. In this, after dividing the civil history of 
the State of New-York into four epochs, he shows 
in what a scattered ^te even the records were, 
whence alone an authentic history of these several 
periods could be derived. The Indian tribes were 
fast disappearing before the moral force of civiliza- 
tion; the mounds, ramparts, and tumuli of a yet 
earlier race were yielding to the plough, and har- 
row ; while the records of the official treaties be- 
tween the Five Nations and the colonial authorities 
were in the hands of an expatriated family. 

The history of the einigrants from Holland and 
of the Protestant families of Belgium, who had 
preferred to ^icounter tibe dangers of the seas and 
the terrors of the wilderness to submission to the 
bloody rule of Alba, were in the archives of the 
Dutch West India Company. Much of the man- 
uscript history of the Britidi colonial j^eriod was 
in the public offices of London, or transferred to 
the library of the British Museum. While, even 
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for the period which had ela{)sed since the revo* 
lution, no proiosion had b6en made for the preser- 
vation of the pamphlets, the periodicab, and the 
daily publications, which, however they may be 
despised after their first ephemeral interest has 
subsided, become, after the lapse of years, the viv- 
id expression of the feelings, the manners, Jtnd the 
principles of the era which gave them birth. 
4 This memorial was favoiirably received by the 
Legislature, and led to a grant 6f twelve thousand 
dollars in aid of the funds of the society. 

The grant was to be received fix)m the avails 
of a lottery, and the society unluckily engaged its 
credit in the purchase of books and of manuscripts 
ere it was known how distant and precarious were 
the proceeds of this mode of raising money. It 
thus became involved in a debt which 'wa3 not 
extinguished without many and severe sacrifices. 
It had, however, before its usefulness was impeded 
by the pressure of tins debt, published several vol- 
umes of transactions, which are of much value. 
Its library still remains an evidence of the liberal- 
ity of the state, and a monument of the earnestness 
with '^irhich Clinton furthered such institutions as 
were intended to add to the permanent reputation 
of the country. 

We have stated that Egbert Benson was the 
first president of the Historical Society. He was 
succeeded, in 1816, by Gouvemeur Morris, on 
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whose death Clinton was elected to the vacant 
chair. On taking his seat, he delivered an inau- 
gural discourse on the history of the Indians of the 
State of New-York, which is the most valuable 
paper contained in the transactions of this society. 
In the year 1814, a number of gentlemen of 
scientific tai^e undertook the formation of a socie- 
ty for the cultivation of literature and the encour- 
agement of science. The projector of this associa- 
tion appears to have been Dr. Hugh Williamson, 
who had in early life filled a prominent place in 
the American Philosophical Society, where he had 
been associated with Rittenhouse in the celebrated 
observations of the transit of Venus. 

In the opinion of Williamson, the increase of 
population and the central position of New-York 
rendered it advisable to form an institution having 
the same objects in view as the society in Philadel- 
phia. He found a ready and efficient coadjutor in 
Clinton, who conceived it due to the reputation of 
his native state, and of the city over which he 
presided, that they should take a rank in scientific 
pursuits consistent with their wealth and popula- 
tion. In the formation of this society, Drs. Mitchill 
and Hosack, Fulton, and several other distinguish- 
ed persons, joined with zeal, together with a num- 
ber of yoimger men, several of whom have smce 
become celebrated. 

Clinti')n was anxious that WiUiamson should be 
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placed at the head of the joew society; but all the 
other associates concurred in opinion that he him- 
self was best fitted to fill that station, and he was 
accordingly elected its first president. ' By his ex- 
ertions and influence in the Legislature a charter 
was obtained, and the New-York Literary and 
Philosophical Society went into operation, appa- 
rently under the most happy auspices. Its public 
proceedings were opened by an address from Clii>- 
ton, which has been much admiredf and which 
exhibits evidence of the Extent of his reading, and 
manifests the variety ofhis studies. 

Clinton continued at the head of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society until his death ; but the 
brilliant beginnings of that association were not 
followed by continued success. The expenses at- 
tendant upon its publications were considered a 
heavy burden by many of the members, who with- 
drew ; leven among those who were wiUing to con- 
tinue their subscriptions, the political disputes of 
the day,.in which Clinton's name became the watch- 
word of adverse factions, produced an injurious ef- 
fect ; while, in fine, personal jealousies, and the un- 
popularity of one of the other officers with many 
members of his own profession, created an opposi- 
tion to its proceedings which could not be overcome. 
A society, which took its rise in the bosom of the 
Literary and Philosophical, and which was intend- 
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ed as an aid and not as a rival, ei^ossed all the 
communications of those who were most active in 
science ; and, after the publication of one quarto 
volume and a part of another, its proceedings 
ceased. It may be fairly believed, that, had Clin- 
ton continued to reside in the City of New-York, 
and had given to the Literary and Philosophical 
Society the advantage of his presence as presiding 
officer, the decay into which it has fallen might 
have been avoided or delayed ; but other more im- 
portant pursiuts withdrew him from its meetings, 
and, with his personal attention, the prosperity of 
the society seems to have departed. 

It may be questioned at the present day how 
far the success of such an institution is compatible 
with the habits and md^nners of the age. The 
French Institute no doubt flourishes but it is sup- 
ported by the direct aid of the government, and 
its scientij6c and literary classes receive annual sal- 
aries; The Royal Society oif Great Britain, if it 
receive Uttle direct patronage from the govern- 
ment, is able, by the value ascribed by fashion to 
the letters F.R.S., to call to the aid of its funds 
any nimiber it may choose to elect of. the rich or 
powerful, from princes of the blood to wealthy 
merchants. 

In spite of these advantages, these institutions 
have ceased to exert the influence they once pos- 
The daily' i^tpers, and the 'monthly and 
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quarterly misodlanifiS) make novelties in sci^ice as 
much objects of Ibeir pursuit as tiie political news 
of the day, and thus frequently forestal the trans- 
actions of the learned associations, or give in an 
alnidged form, and at a much lower price, conden- 
sed accounts of recent discoveries. Popular and 
cheap puyicatioDS, dierefore, intei^e^with the 
sale of the more costly volumes in which the so- 
cieties give their transactions tq the world. 

In the establishment of the Historical and ^ Lit- 
erary and Philosophical Societies, particularly inihe 
munificebt grant be obtained for the former, CBn- 
ton exhibited a charact^ very differ^it from al- 
most any other American statesman. He is among 
the few who seem to have seen that tite m(m^ ex- 
pended in the support of such institutions is not 
lost, but will diortly be repaid witii interest In 
conformity with this enlightened and liberal view, 
he gave to these societies the benefit of Us pen in 
drawing their charters ; his aid as a member of the 
Legislature in procuring tiie passage of their acts 
of incorporation ; and devoted to their prosperity 
no inconsiderable share of his time suid talent In 
these associations, the advantage to be derived 
from his high political statiding, and lofty reputa- 
tion as a statesman and magistrate, were fully a^ 
preciated, in securing unity of action and hannony 
among persoiK necessarily rivals. There were 
those, however, who could not brook the combrol 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



D^EWITT CLINTON. 121 

of osae 'whom they styled a layman, and united ^itb 
his political opponents in an attempt to ridicule the 
holder of such apparently incongruous offices. He 
was, at the same time, presid^t of the Academy 
of Fine Ar^ of the Historical, and of the Lite- 
rary and Philosc^hical Society ; but as he bad pnly 
accepted these stations with a view to the pubUc 
benefit, be yielded to the first appearance of dis* 
content In the Academy he gave way to Colo- 
nel Trumbull, and in the Historical Society to Dr. 
Hosack. The result of his resignation was disas- 
trous to the inter^ts of both institutions. The dis- 
tmguished men we haye named did not possess, in 
the eye of the public, the decided si^eriority over 
their associates which Clinton was always able to 
maintain, and both institutions decayed from the 
mom^t he ceased to preside oyer then: deUbera- 
tions. 

If Clinton- applied his bands to the practice of 
iMMie of the fine arts, he was, notwithstanding, 
th^ lib^al patron, and a conndsseiir of no little 
taste ; bis contributi<>ns to the history of the ab- 
ofigines of our s^te may well place him on a 
level with any writer of that class which America 
has i»roducedi and his hundred speeches, address- 
es, and rqKnrts, sufficiently exhibit his literary 
afailitiea As a cultivator of philosophy, in the 
sense in which it is familiarly received, he ranks 
still highar^ and was, as we have already stated. 
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not only a diligent student in natural history in its 
several branches, but made several interesting dis- 
ccrveries. 

In the first volume of the Transactions of the 
Literary and Philosophical Society, he published 
some remarks on the fishes of the western waters 
of the State of New-York, in a letter to his firiend 
Dr. Mitchill. In this he illustrates the fact, now so 
well Imown, that, in variety, in abundance, and in 
dehcacy, they are not surpassed hy. any in the 
world. 

In the first part of the second volume of the 
same Transactions, an article by Clinton is insert- 
ed on certain phenomena of the great lakes of 
America. These he is inclined to attribute to vol 
canic action. In the same volume we have a me- 
moir by him on the antiquities discovered in the 
western part of the State of New-York. 

To the New-York Medical and Physical Jotir- 
nal he communicated some remarks on the Colum^ 
ba Migraioriay the pa&enger or common wOd 
pigeon ; a* bird whidi he deems pecuUar to Norfli 
America, and whose halnts and history are very 
interesting. In the same work may be found an 
account of the Sdmo Otsego, or Otsego bass, a 
fish of pecuhar excellence, which is found in great 
abundance in the lake of that name, where the 
eastern branch of the Susquehanna has its princi- 
pal source. This fish, strange as it m^ seem, had 
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not been described, and, as its name imports, had 
been confounded by the uninformed with the genus 
percdf of which bass is the familiar name among 
the settlers of Dutch extraction. 

To the Annals of the Lyceum of Natural Histo- 
ry he communicated a description of a new spe- 
cies of fish in the Hudson River, and a paper of 
some length on the hirundo fviva. The first of 
these, although familiar to all who have seen nets 
drawn in the bay of New-York, had not been re- 
marked by Mitchill, whose researches had been re- 
stricted to the specimens furnished by those who 
supply the markets ; and, from its small size, it 
had by many been considered as the fry of a lar- 
ger fish. In the second paper he gives several in- 
teresting remarks on birds of the swallow kind. 
The migratory habits of the bird in question, and 
its other pecuUarities, are set forth by him in an at- 
tractive manner, and illustrated by many facts, the 
result of close personal observation. His common- 
place books abound with extracts from authors 
who have written on the habits of the swallow, 
and with memoranda of his own inqmries. 

In the discourse deUvered before tiie New-York 
Historical Society, he evinces with what interest 
he had studied the aborigines of our country. 
These "Romans,'' as he styled them, "of the 
Western World" found in him an able historian, 
and a strenuous asserter of ^^eir prowess and tal- 
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ent He, besides, inyestigated,.with something of 
the closeness of medical inquiry, the peculiarities 
of the phyncal constitution of the Indian; and 
among his letters and memoranda are to be found 
many well-grounded conjectures on the laws of 
life, as modified in both sexes by the habits of 
a savage life. 

From the freedom from all bias to preconceived 
opinions with which Clinton prosecuted his studies 
in natural history, and from the love he manifested 
to that science, there can be no question that pi^D- 
lic cares alone prevented him bom attaimng a tri- 
umphant eminence in investigations of this char- 
acter. In the words of 6ne who well knew him, 
and was the confidant of his philosc^ical pvusqits, 
" He loved to dwell upon evary incident associa- 
ted with the labours and services of naturalists; 
from Hennepin to Kalm, everything was familiar 
to him; the great Swede was ever a \ofie of de- 
light, and the heroic achievements of Cuvier the 
theme of his admiration. So much did he, at a 
later period, become eaamoured of the genius 
and skill of the modem Fr^ich acdiool of natural- 
ists that there is reason to conclude, that he would 
finally have adopted the natv^al system of Jussieu 
in preference to the artificial method of linaieus, 
and would have chosen the improved nomencla- 
ture of the Parisian savans rather than that of the 
English writers, whose works he had studied with 
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deference, and to whose autboritj he had original- 
ly bowed with submission." 

In addition to his communications to Ammcan 
societies and scientific periodicals, he maintained a 
correspondence with sevaral of the most eminent 
naturalists^ in £urope, and, among otiiers, with the 
late distinguished president of the linnaean Society 
of Lcmdon, Sir James Edward Smith. Of that 
institution Clinton was elected an assodate, as a 
just tribute to his zeal in behalf of Natural Sci- 
ence. Several of these letters have been publisdi- 
ed, and ^cchibit close and accurate ofasfanration, 
followed up by sound induction. 

I£8 pursuits as a naturalist were not limiijed to 
tiie narrow object of accpiiring individual reputa- 
tion as a cultivator of the science, but were pur- 
sued chiefly in reference to Ihar bearings upon the 
wealth and prosperity of the rtate. He saw, by 
improvident legislation, and the improvement, as it 
was stjhdf of sites for wat^-power, the vast native 
wealth which eapsted in tiie fisheries rapidly de- 
caying; and, in the knowledge of the history of 
the finned race, he sought the means of prevent- 
ing 1heirdim]z»ition,and, in some cases, their total 
extinction. He inqiiired deeply and laboriously 
into the modes of stodking poiuls and lakes witii 
fiflh, and sought the i^>ecies best adapted to the 
purpose. On this subject he oorrespon<kd with 
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the chief ma^strate of the neighbouring State of 
New-Jersey, who had views of the same kmd. 

I'he circumstances of CUnton's laborious public 
career left him no opportunity for applying the re- 
sult of his researches to practical purposes ; but 
Governor Mahlon Dickerson,in his philosophic re- 
treat at Succasunney, has shown the practicability 
of the schemes in which they took so strong a mu- 
tual interest. 

Impelled by the same patriotic views, he prose- 
cuted an inquiry into the habits and characters of 
the zizania aquatica^ or wild rice. This plant^ a 
native of the lakes of America, was, in his opin- 
ion, calculated to support an extended population, 
and worthy of the title of the ^ bread-corn of the 
North.*' 

In his tours as canal commisaoner he found 
growing near Utica a iq>edes of wheat, which he 
collected, examined, and described. It is well 
known that the prigin of the cereal granuna, and 
particularly of wheat, the most important of them 
all to civilized nations, is involved in obscurity. 
From the very earUest date of historical records 
they have been the objects of cultivation, and none 
of them had been traced with certainty to any na- 
tive locality. Upoii the belief that wheat is found 
growing wild near the eastern shore of the Cas- 
pian, has been founded an argument that central 
Asia is the cradle of the human race; and this 
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circunistance was su^ypofied to tfafow light iq^m the 
early history of mankind. Here was an adverse 
fact^ by which the whole argument was over- 
tbrown, or rendered capable of leading to the in- 
credible inference^ that the State of New-Yoric had 
been the earliest seat of the pro^enitcars of the na- 
tions of Europe and Asia. This discovery xtf C9in- 
ton, therefore, akhongh hardly noticed by his coon- 
.try men, proceed him much reputation amcHog; the 
learned in Surope ; s^id the diplomat of many so- 
cieties founded for thQadtiv^^on of najtural history 
were showered upon him* 

In this is)stance, his mtims^ finend and associate, 
Dr» Mitichill^ was heard to complam^ not with feel- 
ingsr of envy, but of admirs\tiQQ, that Chntcm had 
the h^)pinesSy by s^ng upon a Jiappy vecideBt 
and making a skillul use of it, to achieve honduxs 
and estimation beyond those granted to alma^ any 
American* Other observers might have passed 
this plant as the accidental offspring of the cultiva- 
ted wheat, while Clinton had the knowledge and 
the tact of observation by which it was shown to 
differ sufficiently to disprove such an origin, and 
yet to fall with certainty into the same species. 

In the words of the same scientific fiiend who 
has already been quoted,* " Six, I believe, was the 

• J. W. Francis, M.D., in his " Ditcoone before the Ly- 
ceam of NRiural Kirtoiy."' 

L 
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numbOT of species of triUcwm (wheat) stated by 
liimseus. Botanists have now increased the ntim- 
ber to 22. If the wild wheat discovered in Oneida 
county shall be found to be an indigenous and 
not an imported grain, and of spontaneous growth, 
we may justly boast of the Triticum Americanum. 
Clinton says that it delights in a wet soil, which is 
not congenial to the wheat of the Old Continent : 
it presents not only a diflFerent aspect, but ap- 
pears to have peculiar and characteristic qualities. 
Should these conjectures be realized, our state may 
claim the birthplace of Ceres as well as Sicily, 
where mythology has yielded to her the title of 
queen ; and the goddess enjoy two special abodes, 
our fertile West as well as her fayourite J^a. 
^ A harvest, in more respects than one, awaits the 
discussion, of the question by the American nat- 
uralist'* 
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CHAPTER X. 

Description of the Water Cormnunicatums of the 
State of JSTew-York. — Use made of them by the 
Indians. — Expedition of General Clinton on, the 
Susquehanna. — Views of Lieutenant-Governor 
Colden. — Tour of Washington to Wood Creek. 
-^His Predilections for the Route to the Chesa- 
peake. — Clinton^s liberal Policy in relation to 
this Question. 

The Atlantic coast of the United States is sep- 
arated from the Valley of the Mississippi and the 
basins of the great lakes by a system of moiintain 
chains. No less than five distinct ranges can be 
traced, and, in many places, a greater number of 
ridges are 'met with in passing from tide-water to 
the streams of the interior. This system of mount- 
ains extends from the frontiers of Canada to the 
State of Georgia. Its outer chain is made up of 
a number of short and separate ridges, extending 
north and south, smd is therefore divided by valleys 
oblique to its general direction, which is northeast 
and southwest Through these valleys a number 
of streams, of greater or less magnitude, make 
their way ; but of these, the Hudson alone is nav- 
igable through the ridge for vessels of any mag- 
nitude. This river bursts through this rocky bar- 
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rier m a channel nowhere less than 1000 yar^ 
in width, and deep enough for vessels of the lar- 
gest size ; but it does not cut any of the other 
ridges. The Susqudianna, on the other hand, 
rising m the State of New-York, and whose west- 
ern branch has its head at no great distance from 
Lake Erie and fr<Mn that of a principal branch 
of the Ohio, cuts through all the ridges of which 
we have spoken. No other river makes its way 
through the whole system ; and thus the Valley of 
the Susquehanna might appear to be pointed out by 
nature as the proper channel for a navigable com- 
munication between the lakes and the Atlantic. 
This river is, however, so rapid in the lower part 
of its course, and its upper valley is scfparated by 
l)arriers of such height from Jthe hmn of Lake On* 
tario, that it could neither be navigated by an as*- 
cending trade, nor reached by the settlet9 of the 
more fertile piarts of the State <rf New-York. CHi 
the other hand, the Mohuwk> the most k&portant 
branch of the Hudson^ has its course in a valley 
that opens towards the west, and merger in the 
basin of Lake Ontario. It^ greatest ^ is immedi- 
ately at its junction with Ute Hudson ; aod thaice, 
with the exception of an insuperable raj^d at the 
Little Falls, it was accessible to a nav%ation in 
small vessels, both in the ascending and descend- 
ing direction, as far as the ancient Fort StanwiXi 
the site of the modem village of Rome. 
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In this vicinity is a swamp, whence, in times of 
flood, the waters run in c^posite directions towards 
the Hudson and Lake Ontario. A short portage 
at this place led to Wood Creek, a deep and slug- 
gish stream which falls into the Oneida Lake. 
The.outlet of the Oneida Lake, after receiving the 
Onondago, unites with the Seneca outlet to form 
the Oswego River, and through the latter the 
navigation was practicable as far as Ldke Onta- 
rio. 

This navigation fix)m Schenectady to Oswego 
was praotised by European traders at a very early 
date. It is even probable th^^t the Dutch, who at 
first limited th^ views ^ traffic, had retched 
Lake Ontario before the agricultural settlements 
of ihc Cpkmy of New Netherlands were com- 
menced. At any rate, the route was well known 
and practised by Dutch traders before the con- 
quest by the British; and in 1810, the commis- 
sioners appointed to expk»*e the country in refer- 
ence to a canal navigation, found at the outlet of 
the river obvious traces of the Dutoh trading- 
houses, separate and clearly distinct from the 
rui^s of the fortifications with which the French 
and English faad» in succession, occupied that im- 
portant position. It appears, however, that in the 
disturbances which attended and followed the ces^ 
sion to England, the traders, deprived of support, 
yidded to the growing influence of the French. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



132 AMERICAN BIOGBAPHT. 

TKe Seneca outlet, which, as we have seen, 
joins the Onondago at Three River Point, was 
practicable for boats into the lake whence it pro- 
ceeds, and through the Cayuga outlet the lake of 
the same name could be reached. At the head of 
the Seneca iLnd of Lake Cayuga were the, most 
remote points of the inland communication. - 

Lake Ontario, Whose southern shore affords nu- 
merous good harbours, was not unsafe for boats 
which coasted along it to the Niagara River, where 
they were carried over the portage to Schlosser, 
and thence passed into Lake Erie. 

A more southern line of communication was 
also practicable. Leaving the Mohawk at Fort 
Plain, boats were carried over a long portage to- 
the Otsego Lake, whence they could descend the 
main branch of the Susquehanna to Chemung 
Point. Here, entering into the Tioga branch, they 
might ascend, the sluggish stream of that river al 
most to its source, and to points at no great dit 
tance from navigable waters of the Alleghany, a- 
important branch of the Ohio. 

The last-mentioned navigation was applied to 
great advantage during the Revolutionary war. 
The right wing of the army intended to act 
against the Indians was assembled on the Mo- 
hawk, whence it threatened the confederated na- 
' tions on the fronts but this was a mere feint; for, 
crossing to &e Otsego Lake, it was embarked on 
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the Susquehianna, and borne upon its current to 
a junction /with the main body of the army at 
Chemung Point Thence the united force moved 
upon the rear and flank of the strategic position 
occupied by the Tories and their savage allies. 
The important results of this brilliant military op- 
eration are too well known to be repeated here. 

The communications of which we have spoken 
were used with great skill by the five confederated 
nations of Iroquois, in their wars with hostile 
tribes. By the Hudson their canoes descended, 
bearing forces which reduced to subjection the 
Lenni Lenape or Algonquin races, to the extreme 
end of Long Islands By Lake Ontario and the 
Saint Lawrence their war parties penetrated un- 
til they met the first French expediticm on the 
Island of Montreal. On Lake Erie they defeated 
in a naval action, and almost exterminated, a cog- 
nate nation. The Susquehanna afforded them the 
means of replenishing the ranks of the expedi- 
tions they sent into Virgmia, and whidi penetrated 
into North Carolina, where an invading body of 
Mingoes founded the powerful Tuscarora nation. 
On the west the Alleghany was the channel by 
which a perpetual war was waged with the In^ 
dians of the Ohio. 

In these expeditions a peculiar description of 
vessel was employed, the bark canoe. This was 
M> light, that, although capable of carrying ten or 
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twelve men, with tbar anas aaid proviaioBS, it 
could iwB readily transported over the portages on 
theshodders of two of tkem. The traders of £u« 
rop^an origin b(»rrowed the mode of constructing 
these Tessels from the Indians,, but the Canadian 
^French made a much more extensile and success- 
ful use of them than the British colonists. They 
wer^ abo employed ii) the military elipeditions of 
the Fren<^; and> haring obtained the command of 
Lake Ontario, on whidi they built armed Tessels^ 
they formed communications both for commercial 
and warlike purposes with the Ohio and the more 
we^em branches of tiie Misnssippiv In this man^* 
ner the Britidi colonies were gradually surround- 
ed by a chain o£ French posts, extending from 
Lake ChamphuQ to ihe moudi of the Mis^ssippi. 
Jn Ae mean time, the merchants of Albany con- 
tented themsehres with trading witli such Indians 
as actually visited that place, or with selling to 
the French traders such goo^ of Britirii manufac- 
ture as were absolkitely iMxssary for the Lidian 
market The idea of a communication for the 
purposes ot setdement, and of the eomm^ce 
whidi woidd thus be crei^ed in the productions 
of agriculture, seems ne^er to hare occurred to 
any one; and no clear estimate of the advantages 
of a direct trade with the Indians of the State of 
New-York, by means of parties sent out for the 
purpose, was formed by mercantile man* 
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Lieut«iant-Gh>yernor Cokl^n seems to have 
been the first to perceive the d^tng^ to which 
tiie Province of New-York, and others even more 
remote from Canada, were exposed, in conse* 
quence c^ the inflaenoe which French traders and 
rai^bnaries were acquiring over the five NatioiK, 
hitherto Ihe fum friends, first of the Dutch, and 
subsequently of the English. He, in consequence, 
made diligent inquiries into the oommumcations 
by "water which existed in the western psoi of the 
present State of New-York, and, having obtained 
all the information then accessible, made a c^n- 
mumcaticm to Governor Burnet, in wbkk he sets 
forth the dangers of the colonies, and proposes, as 
a mode of removing them, a direct trade from Al- 
bany with the Indians, in this memoir he points 
out the roifite from the Hudson bjrthe poitage to 
Schenectady, the Mohawk, Wood Cre^, Oneida 
Lake, the Oncmdago and Oswego rivers, to Lake 
(hitario« He then states that a river coming from 
the country of the Senecas joins the Oswego, and 
extends to so great a distance as probably to ap« 
proacb Lake Erie. If in tins o|Mnion he was in- 
cwrect, it still diows his views of the true policy, 
which was to avoid the waters controlled by, or 
accessible to, a rival nation^ and to sedc for com- 
munications wholly within the juriadicti<m of the 
colony. 

This memdj: of Golden was productive of im- 
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portant coasequences. Under the influence of 
Burnet, the trade with the French was interdicted, 
and a chain of posts was estal^shed along the 
line of the Mohawk, the Oneida outlets, and 
Onondago River. Finally a fort was erected at 
Oswego itself, and occupied by a permanent gar- 
rison of troops, raised and supported by the colo- 
ny. The benefits of the Indian trade were thus 
secured for the moment to the merchants; of Alba- 
ny, and the fortress of Oswego became an object 
of jealousy to the French. 

At this time the articles of traffic were the sup- 
plies for a scanty population, deriving its sub^- 
ence from the cha^e on the one hand, and the 
valuable article of furs on the other. These arti- 
cles were of little bulk compared with the value 
set upon them in their respective markets; and the 
small canoes of bark^ passing through shallow and 
rapid' streams, and transported on the shoulders of 
men over rough portages, would not have been 
ii>sufficient for the purpose. Golden seems there- 
fore to have limited his views to this mode of 
communication, and could not have anticipated 
the time when the homes of the mighty tribes 
who had reduced to their sway so much of the 
present United States, and bad alone been capa- 
ble of resisting the science of Europe^ warfifLre, 
should be possessed by an agricultural population, 
become the seat of commerce in the luxuries of 
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the most distant climes, and aspire to the tmimphs 
of manufacturing industry. For the wants of a 
people exercising these three great branches of in- 
dustry, the light anid frail barks of the Indian tra- 
der are entirely inadequate ; and, while we find 
in his memoir the first good account of the water 
communications of our state, we see in it no hint 
of the ipaportance of improving them by artificial 
ineans, and of rendering them subservient to the 
wants of civilized life. 

Sir Henry Moore seems to have been the first 
who extended his views beyond the trade with the 
Indians, tn one of his speeches to the Legislature, 
he points out the practicability <rf improving the 
navigation of the rivers of the state by means of 
sluices (locks), as in the canal of Languedoc. It 
is to be remarked, that this communication was 
made at a time when the parent country was 
without canals, and that he was, in consequence, 
compelled to have recourse to the experience of 
France ; and this is, perhaps, the first of the numer- 
ous instances in which Anglo-America has, in the 
project, if not in the completed invention, taken 
the lead of Britain. This project was, how- 
ever, in advance both of the spirit of the age ^nd 
of the wants of the population. The settlers of 
the Mohawk and Schoharie valleys were too few 
in numbers to support such an enterprise by their 
trade, and the Little Falls of the former river were - 
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the farthcsst limit of agricultural industry. The 
pralific race of New-Englahd had not yet crossed 
the Hudson in its search of land; and that the 
wilds occupied by the Five Nations should be- 
come the seat of a rich and industrious policy, 
was beyond the limit of reasonable anticipation. 

Imperfect as were these navigations of which 
we have spoken, they were, notwithstanding, em- 
ployed with fatal eflfect against us in, the early 
part of the Revolutionary war. All the confeder- 
ated nations except the Oneidas ranged them- 
selves under <h€ British banner, and from their 
central position alternately . invaded the settle- 
ments on the Mohawk and on the Susquehanna. 
Their supplies of arms and clothing were, derived 
from Canada by the way of Oswego, and by this 
channel the corps 6{ St. Leger advanced, for the 
purpose of forcing his way tiirough the Valley of 
the Mohawk to a^jimction vrith the army of Bur- 
goyne. 

That communications so dangerous in war might 
be applied to advantageous purposes in peace, was 
obvious; and Wa^ington, who had watched with 
anxiety the operations Of the British forces, no 
sooner found a respite from his military toils, than 
he proceeded along the Mohawk, and examined 
in person the practicability of forming a union be- 
tween it and Wood Creek. He also viewed the 
portage between the Mohawk and the head of the 
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Susquehanna ; and it is clear that his survey was 
D^de in conformity with his favourite view of 
making the Chesapeake the great centre of the 
trade of the United States. That it wasr pointed 
out for this purpose by nature he firmly believed, 
and thus his broad views of the general benefit 
concurred with his local attachments to the region 
of his nativity. Should we look to natural cir- 
cumstances alone, we should be inclined to think 
that he was right. The broad sestuary of the 
Chesapeake, with its innumerable biays, presents 
an extent of navigable cooununication far greater 
than all the streams of which New-York is the ap- 
propriate port. Its shores were tiiien far more fer- 
tile than any settled pa^ of the ncMrthem or eastern 
states, and suf^rted a greater population ; and, 
in addition to the waters already navigable^ the 
Valley of the Susquehanna presented the shortest 
practicable line of communication by artificial 
means between tide-water and streams whose 
sources interlocked with the tributaries of the St. 
Lawrence, while, through those <rf James River 
and the Kanbaway, the Cftio is approachable in 
the most direct line. It is probably fortunate for 
the City of New-York that the state of the times 
was not suited to enterprises of internal improve- 
ment while Washington retained his paramount in- 
fluence both in the councils of the general govern- 
ment and of his native state. It is also fortunate 
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that the jealousy of the states of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland prevented, until recently, the exe- 
cution of a canal in the lower part of the Valley 
of the Susquehanna ; while, under false views of 
economy, the improvement of so much of its up- 
per course as lies in Pennsylvania was retarded 
and opposed. Clinton, however, ^warmly as he 
desired the welfare of his native state, was govern- 
ed by no exclusive sectional views, and carefully 
weighed the relative advantages of the routes by 
the Susquehanna and the Mohawk, with a view 
both to general and local interests. His papers 
contsun memoranda on this subject, which show 
the attention he bestowed upon it When, how- 
ever, the State of Pennsylvania awoke to a sense of 
its true interests, Clinton furthered, by all the means 
in his power, the success of an application for fa- 
cilities by which flie artificial navigations of the 
State of New-York might be brought into connex- 
ion "with those projected in the Valley of the Sus- 
quehanna. Not content with this, he accepted an 
invitation to visit Pennsylvania, to enforce by his 
eloquence, and the influence of his presence, the 
praiseworthy attempts of the patriotic citizens of 
that state in urging the Legislature to emulate the 
glories and benefits of the New-York canals. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Western Limit of the early Settlements on the 
Mohawk. — Claims of Massachusetts. — These 
Claims are partially Admitted — Influx of Em-' 
igration from JSTewrEngland. — Voyage of the 
Wadsworths. — State Roads, — Western Inland 
Lock JVavigation Company.^-Its slow Progress 
and unsuccessful Result. — Communication be* 
tween the Hudson and Lake Champlain. — 
JSTorthem Canpl. 

At the close of the Revolutionary war^ the ex- 
treme western settlements of the State of New- 
York extended only a short distance beyond the 
Little Falls of the Mohawk. Even these had 
been disturbed and ilriven in during the war, as 
was Cherry Valley, which had been the scene of 
a massacre by the united forces of the Indians and 
Tories. The settlers of the Valley of the Mohawk, 
except for a short distance above Schenectady, 
were all of German blood. A relic of Palatines, 
driven from the banks of the Rhine by the arms of 
Louis XIV., had received assistance from the gov- 
ernment of Queen Anne, and had been directed to 
the Colony of New- York, Their earUest seat was 
on the Schoharie Creek, whence for several years 
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their only commiinication with the other parts of 
the colony was by a footpath, over which their 
products were carried on the backs of men, as 
was even the grain intended to be ground for their 
own consumption. The settlers in the Valley of 
the Mohawk made use of the river as far as Sche- 
nectady, whence a tolerable carriage-road led to 
Albany. 

The cessation of hostilities speedily led to an 
extension of cultivation as far as the Indian title 
had been extinguished ; and the enterprising na- 
tives of New-England began to turn their eyes to- 
wards the new countries of the West, as a recep- 
tacle for the swarms of their teeming population. 

The State o( Massai^Miaetts set up a.clsum both 
to the right of soil and of govemmept of all the 
country not actually <>ccQpied which lay north of 
the fi»rty-second degree of latitude, and thus to 
all that part of the state which lies west oS Utica. 
A com^Jiromise was effected, by which the jurisdio 
tion was held by New-York, but the right of soil 
to a large portion of the tract was vested m Mas- 
.sacbus^ts. Much of this was almost immediiitely 
sold to parties who undertook to extinguish the In- 
dian titk. . . ^ 

The territoiy which New-York had retained for 
itself, namely, aQ lying east of the Seneca Lake, 
and extending from Lake Ontario southward to a 
line oe^rj^ eoimciding with the southern end of the 
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irst-named lake uras divided by the Le^slature 
of New-Y<»:k into lots, which were granted to the 
soldiers and officers who had served in the State 
line during the Revolutionary war. The state 
thus departed from the policy of the cok>nial gov- 
ernment, which had granted large tracts and man- 
ors to a few favourites, who had endeavoured to 
p^petuate the system of leasehold property. Such 
a tenure was repugnant to the natives of New- 
England, among whom, in the land of their birth, 
it was unknown. As the habits of soldiers are 
rarely adapted to the purpodb of clearing and set- 
tling a wilderness, many of their lots were speedi- 
ly offered in the market, and real estate in fee thus 
became accessible to the emigrant Even where 
the great grants made by the State of Massachu- 
setts existed, it became necessary to offer the lands 
for sale instead of attempting to lease them. 

The tide of emigration was. thus directed intoj^^^"^^ 
the western part of the state. Those who pro- 
posed to settle embaiked at Schenectady in boats, 
and followed the course of the trader, or of the 
Indians themselves, through the^streams and over 
the portages we have described* 

Among the earliest of these pioneers of civili- 
zation were James and William Wadsworth, na- 
tives of the State of Connecticut, who left their 
homes at an early age, and abandoned the society 
of which, by their education and connexions, they 
M 
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might have been the ornament, for« the purpose of 
reclaiming a wilderness. The voyage of these 
enterprising men, by the Hudson, which had not 
ceased to be regarded as perilous, and through the 
unimproved water-courses, which have been de- 
scribed, would furnish a tale of no Uttle interest, 
while the record of their persevering and success- 
ful labours would serve as an admirable lesson to 
the young and ambitious. Understanding fully 
the prejudices and feelings of their eastern breth- 
ren, they saw that no region, however fertile, 
could allure them to settle in it, if they could not 
obtain the lands on other terms, than those of lease- 
hold. They also knew that the greater part of 
the emigrating population had no other property 
than their own strong limbs and resolute spirits, 
and that thus they could not purchase. They, in 
consequence, introduced the system of contracts, 
*by which the industrious could be assured of ob- 
taining the fee of their settlements by the fruits of 
their labours, while the landholder was secured a 
fair price for his property. This method speedily 
acquired almost universal adoption, s^nd has con- 
tributed in no small degree to peopling - the west 
of the state with a hardy and independent popu- 
lation. It, in fact, did away with all the objec- 
tions to the immense size of the tracts granted by 
Massachusetts, which covered all the country west 
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of the Seneca Lake, and formed what wovlA other^ 
wise have been an odious monopoly. 

The modes in which the early settlers penetra- 
ted to the more remote points, and by which the 
foreign products that hav« become the neces- 
saries of civilized life w^re conveyed to diem, 
were, as may be seen from the account of the 
original state of the communications, slow and la- 
borious. 

The growing importance of the region demand- 
ed means of conveyance, which, if not cheaper, 
should be more rapid, and the state was induced 
to make a road, which, taking its departure from 
Utica, was gradually extended to BuJfTalo. ' With 
the state road, two lines of turnpike, the one fol- 
lowing the Valley of the Mohawk, the other pass- 
ing through Cherry Valley, were brought into com- 
munication. And, by means of these, the cost of 
transportation by land was brought to a price as 
low as that by water, in spite of the improvements 
which were made in the navigation in the interval. 
In the year 1792, a company was chartered un- 
der the name of the Western Inland Lock Navi- 
gation Company. This association commenced its 
operations at the Little Falls of the Mohawk, 
around which a short c^nal, with a number of 
locks, was constructed ; this was finished in 1796. 
The next step was to xmite the Mohawk with 
Wood Creek at Fort Stanwix; and, finally, an ob- 
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struction in thf; Mohawk at Gennan Flats was 
oyercome by a 9hort cut aad, two Ipcki^ With 
tb©3e works, the improyepenta of the company 
ceased in 1799; and, although the charter permit- 
t^ the f^i^en^on of -its opera^ons to th/B Seneca 
I^ke, nothing farther was dwe eiicept in the way 
pf sorveyi^ for ^e ^^iprovement of th;e Oneida out- 

^ let. Boats ^arryipg seven or eight tons could, 
after the improvements which have been mention- 
ed were fin^e4> i^ake their way firoia the head of 
the Gayi^. ajid 9^eca I^e^ to Schenectady; 
but the voyage occupied several weeks,, and wa9 
both lahoripus m^ (Js^ogCTpus. The labour qf 
men was the priiicip^ dependance for pn^ess, 
as the structure of the vessels allpwed sails to be 
used, only wh^n the wiod was fair, and as towing- 
patha did not ^xi^ pn any part of the communi- 
cation. The r^um was still more difficult Th^ 

I^Moha¥(k, when full, could hardly be ascended at 
all, and, wh^ 1^^^ rapid, was so much interrupted 
by shallows a^d bars a;^ to cause the most annoy- 
ing ddays, and to i^eader it necesi^ary to Umit the 
upward freight to Uttl^ more than half of that 
which cOttW be carried dpijrn the stream. Finally, 
the necessity of discharging at Schenectady, and 
the long portage thence to Albany^ gave to the 
route by water but little advantage in cost over 
that by the roads, while it was vastly more te- 
dious 
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^ In this 6tato the communicatioiis widi the west-4» 
em district remained until the Erie Cahal was com- 
menced. That region, expressly suited by nature 
for the growth of whesLt, could not send it to 
market, because ttie to^ of trans^>CNrtation from all 
points to the west of Lake Cayuga exceeded the 
value in Albany. The fertile district beyond this 
lake was Aec^fore eidier to be condemned to sol- 
itude, or to be thrown into dependance on the 
British possessions in Canada. But this danger 
was not limited to the State of New-York; the 
whole of the shores of the tipper lakes, a r^on of 
much greater extent and almost equal fertility, 
was in die same position. A temporary impulse 
was given to the cultivation of the western district 
during the ^n^ of 1812, when the demand for the 
'supply of. the armies brought a market to the doors 
of the dettters ; aiid now, ibr the first time, money 
entered into tiie operation of trade, which had 
hitherto^ cdnsisted of little move than barter and 
credits on the books bf the merchants. In 1810, 
BuffidO counted only forty houses, ^hile the pres- 
ent stite of Rocbester eidiibited a clearii^ of a 
few acres and a single log house. 

The (^tesman who took the lead in procuiii^ 
the act of iheorporatioh j6( the Western Naviga- 
tion Company was General Schuyler. He has 
dot hesitated to avow his oMigationd for hints de- 
rived &dtii BUdinah Watson $ but Ihe soul of the 
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nindertalang existed in the enteppri^ng merchants* 
of the City of New-York, who were willing to ad- 
venture their capital in this bold undertaking. 
Among these are particularly to be noticed Robert 
Bo>^e, Thomsi^ Eddy, and John Atkinson. The 
operations of the Western Inland Lock Navigation 
Company were of considerable benefit to the pub- 
lic, and, until the roads of which we have spoken 
were constructed, furnished the only channel for 
trade; but they were whol)y unproductive to their 
stockholders, upon some of whom they entailed 
ruin, and they ceased to be erf any real value to 
the public after the ^stem of turnpikes was in- 
troduced, except by maintaining a competition. 
The inefficiency of the operations of this company 
grew out of a radical defect in its plans. The ob- 
ject which was kept continually in view was that 
of improving the navigation of natural steams 
in their own beds, as contradi^nguished to the 
method of making an artificial channel to serve as 
a substitute for the stream throughout its whole 
course, with its obvious extension into canals 
over grounds lyii^ far firom any natural water- 
course. 

So long as tnere prelimimuy ealculaticms were 
alone resorted to> it might have been thoi^ht best 
to improve the means afforded by nature ; the ori- 
ginal cost of such operations is the least, and it 
might be hoped that the low rate of tolls which 
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would be the consequence would more than com- 
pensate any extra cost in propelling the vessels. 
By actual trial, however, all such calculations have 
been shown to be unfounded j for the difficulties 
and delays which attend a navigation in the bed of 
a stream, subject to alternate floods and droughts, 
are^such as to set all calculations at defiance; and 
the uniform result of experience is, that the trans- 
portation on a canal wholly artificial is far less 
costly than any attempt at improving the bed of 
a turbulent and variable river. It is probable, 
however, that, had this fact been well understood, 
the Western Inland Lake Navigation Company 
would never have entered upon its enterprise ; for 
the capital for a canal even from Albany to Utica 
could not have been collected among individuals 
at so early a date, and a knowledge of the true 
state of the case woujd have prevented the little 
that was subscribed from being contributed. The 
ill success of this enterprise was made use of as an 
argument against any farther operations; and it 
was urged that, where individual enterprise had 
failed, the state could not hope to be successful. 

On the other hand, it was fortunate that this en- 
t^rise had not b^en attended with such profitable 
results as to induce its proprietors to desire to re- 
tain the chartered privileges they possessed, and 
thus to prevent action on the part of the state. It 
would, in truth, have been a most disastrous cir- 
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cumstance had this great line of mtemal commu- 
nication become private property. Hie delays^ 
which the pdbhc did not regard, and the obstacles, 
which the sovei-eign powef overcame with facili- 
ty, would have disheartened a private association 
or prevented its progress ; but, in the. event of 
complete success, a monopoly would have been 
created which would have had interests very dif- 
ferent from those of the public, and a continual 
struggle, fatal perhaps to the on6, and injurious to 
the other, must have been the result. 

It has been reserved for the experience of the 
State of New-York, when compared with that of 
some of its neighbours, to exhibit the advantage of 
keeping flie great Unes of internal communication 
in the hands of the sovereign power. It has also 
solved the question of the propriety of contracting 
a debt to be applied to the purposes of public fan- 
provement The experience of New-York has, 
indeed, been more fortunate than could have been 
anticipated ; for the interest of the debt has not 
:.nly been paid, but the principal in a great mej»- 
ure-extinguished by the profits of &e enterprise. 
But it hardly requijfes a demonstration to prove 
that, evien had the New-York canals failed to pay 
the interest on their cost^ the state must still have 
derived a benefit, which would have rendered a 
tax to pay this interest no real bunlen to the com- 
munity ; and we shall find it recordefd^ to Hhe erectit 
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both of the Subject of our i^iemoir and of the Le- 
gislaturt of Ae state^ that, when the practicabihty^ 
of the canals was once ascertained, a resort even 
to direct taxation, that bugbear of aspiring politi- 
cians, would not have been a barrier to their pro- 
ceedings. 

Besides the route from Albany .to the westward, 
the contmuous valleys of the iqpper Hudson and 
Lake Champlaiti pointed out a channel for zn arti- 
ficial navigation to the north. There was a time 
when the latter appeared even more important than 
the former. It was, when the subject of canals first 
attracted the attention of the Legislature, the seat 
of a more dense population and more extensive 
commerce. Circumstances in the soil and climate, 
however, bave prevented this region from increas- 
ing in wealth as rapidly as the West . The lihe of 
the Hudson attracted attention even earlier than 
that of the Mohawk, and was intended to have 
been rendered practicable by a lock navigation, 
under a charter granted the same year >as that of 
the Western Inland Lock Navigation Company. 
It was also improved by the state at the same time 
with the Erie Canal ; but the results and conse- 
quences of this enterprise fell far short of those of 
the Western Canal. We shall npt have occasion 
to refer to them hereafter, but can speak of the 
Northern Canal as a most praiseworthy enterprise, 
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which has fulfilled every ei^>ectatioii that could 
have reasonably been formed in respect to it. 

It is in its bearing upon the defence of the coun- 
try that the importance of the Champlain Canal is 
most apparent The United States is more vulner- 
able by the line of that lake and the Hudson than 
in any other part^ and in two successive wars the 
British government has chosen it for the direction 
of hostile operations. At present, by the aid of 
steam communications on the river and lake, and 
of the canal which joins diem, the same army may 
be ready to act, iis circumstances may direct, in the 
defence of the City of New-York, or on the North- 
em frontier ; and within four days, a body of troops 
collected on the seacoast to oppose invasion, may, 
if the danger of descent be over, be threatening 
Montreal or moving upon Quebec. The> latter is 
the key of the more valuable British possessions ; 
and, should hostilities again arise, it is hardly 
probable that, in defiance of the experience of 
the late war, the importance of acting against it, 
to the exclusion of all other objects, will be over- 
looked* 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Earliest LegisloHon of the State of JSTeto^York 
in relation to Canals. — Petition of CoUes, — 
Report of Jeffrey Smith. — Messages of George 
Clinton. — Resolution of Judge Forman. — Sur^ 
vey made by Geddes, who first demonstrated the 
Practicability of a Route to Lake Erie. — Es- 
says of Jesse Hatdey. — Resolution of Judge 
Platt.'^-A'ppointment of a Board of Commis' 
sionerSi of which Clinton is^me. — Character of 
Morris J the senior Commissumer.^-^JVotice of 
the other Commissioners. 

Much discusdon ha3 been held, and innumera- 
ble tracts have been published, in respect to the 
merit of projecting or carrying into effect the ca- 
nal policy of the State of New-Yort The great- 
er part of these have grown out of mutual mis- 
understandings of the terms and subject of the 
dilute. It never has be^i doubted, that ixot only 
a few distinguished individuals, but even thousands 
of public-spirited citizens, have contributed, with 
the whole force of their talents and influence, to 
the progress and completion of the canals, yet no 
one of these was either so efficient or so influential 
as in any way to impair the claim set up for Clin- 
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ton as having associated his name in imperishaUe 
characters with that of the great system of inter- 
nal improvements, of which the Erie Canal is the 
chief. 

The earliest legislative aption in relation to ca* 
nals in the State of New-York was in 1784» An 
engmeer of the name of Colles, who, before the 
Revolution, had been employed in an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to supply the City of New-York with 
water, petitioned the Legislature to aid him in an 
attempt to remove obstructions in the Mohawk 
Riven A-favQurable report was made, but no le- 
gislative action followed. Jn the succeeding year 
he obtained a grant of $125 for the purpose "of 
enabling him to make an essay towards the removal 
of these obstructions, and making a plan thereof 
During the next isessiou (1786), and, as it appears, 
in pursuance of the plan of Colles, a bill wai in- 
troduced b)r Mr. Jeffrey Smith, of Long Island, 
" for iijaproving the navigation of the Mohawk 
River, Wood Creek, and Oiiondago River, with a 
view of opening an inland navigation to Oswego^ 
and for eMaidin^ the same, if practicable, to Lake 
Erie." This bill did not become a law* In it we 
find the firsf ^dea of extending & navigable com-* 
munieation to Lak^ j£iie, btit the route by 0^ 
wego and Lake- Ontario id evidently the one point- 
ed out 

Governor Gedrge Clinton, in the yemt 179 1, 
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called the attenHoa of the Legislature to the inoh 
portance of internal communications in general 
The committee to whom this part of the speech 
was referred^ reported a law, in which, among oth- 
er things, provision was made for a survey of the 
groimd between the Mojbawk and Wood Creek, 
and farther proceedings were held which led to no 
valuaUe result In 1793, the governor referred to 
the repott made under the law of the preceding 
sestnon, and again called the attention of the Le- 
gislature to the subject. The result of thar ac- 
tion has been already spoken of, as tine law incor-* 
poratin^ the ** Western Inland Lock Navigation 
C<Mnpany/* 

From this time no farther action in reject to 
canals was had, either by the executive or the Le- 
gislature of the state, until 1808, when Judge For- 
man, at that time a member of the Legislature 
fixun Onondago county, proposed a concurrent 
resplution, to direct a survey to be made of the 
^ most eligible and direct route for a canal from 
the Hudson River to LakeErie.'^ Judge Forman 
himself has stated, that be wa^ led to propose this 
inquiry in consequence of his perusal of the article 
^* CanaP' in Rees'sikicyclopedia, in which he found 
a full expo»tion of the advantages of canals over 
attempts to improve the^navigation of rivers ; and 
that he therefore conceived a preference to a con- 
tinuous communication, over the extension of the 
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operations of the Western Inland Lock Navigation 
Company and the lockage around the Falls of Ni- 
agara, for the last of \vhich an act of incorpora- 
tion had been obtained from the Legislature. The 
resolution was passed, the survey was made by 
Judge Geddes, and the perfect practicability of the 
route demonstrated ; yet the discovery of this most 
important fact led to no result, nor does it even ap- 
pear to have influenced the subsequent, action of 
the Legislature. 

We have now to return to the publication of a 
series of essays, which, although neglected when 
published, and for a long time forgotten, had an in* 
ifluence which the practicable plan and available 
surveys of Judge Geddes had not Jesse Hawley, 
in the year 1807, wrote a number of papers under 
the signature of Hercules, which appeared in the 
Genesee Messenger. In these essays he proposes 
a canal from Lake Erie to the Hudson, to be con- 
structed from its origin in that lake to Utica, upon 
the principle of an inclined plane. His project is 
founded on the report of Mr. Elliot, the agent of 
the Holland Land Company, in relation to the 
character of the mountain ridge, and on the belief 
that on the northern face of that elevation a con- 
tinuous level existed throughout the whole length 
of Lake Ontario. We shall see that this inference 
was very far from being correct The plan was a 
most brilliant conception of genius, but was im- 
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practicable in consequence of the existence of an 
unknown but absolutely insuperable obstacle. The 
quantity of information which is collected in these 
essays is remarkable, and is even now of great 
value, both as respects the direct object in view, 
and the experience of foreign countries. There 
can indeed be no better proof of the importance 
of an established reputation in giving currency to 
a work, than the fact that these essays, so replete 
with learning and indicative of a high order of 
genius, should have produced no sensation. 

In 1809, Mr. Thomas Eddy, on behalf of the 
Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, pro- 
ceeded to Albany for the purpose of procuring the 
passage of a law authorizing the appointment of 
commissioners to explore a route for a canal from 
Oneida Lake to Seneca River, with a view to the 
execution of the canal by that company. At that 
moment Judge Piatt was the acknowledged leader 
of the federal parfy in the Senate, and its nomina- 
ted candidate for the oflSce of governor. To him 
Eddy,, who was lus political adherent, applied for 
liis influence in obtaining the passage of the pro- 
{)Osed law. v 

Judge VisJLti who had long been a resident of 
the western part of the state, and knew, perhaps, 
better than any other person, its wants and wishes ; 
who had, as it appears, long considered the policy 
which the state ought tp pursue in the premises, 
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replied at once, *^ That the company had disap- 
pointed public expectation, and that it would be 
inaus{Hcious to present any project which should 
be subject to that corporation." As a substitute, 
he proposed a plan for instituting a board of com- 
missioners to examine and survey the whole route 
from the Hudson to Lake Ontario, and to Lake 
Erie also. Mr. Eddy having been satisfied that 
this plan was to be preferred, it was agreed, oq 
the suggestion of Judge Piatt, to call Clinton 
forthwith into their councils. He, as we have 
seen, held at that moment a preponderating in- 
fluence with the democratic party ; and^ as the ob- 
^jj^t involved no party views, not only Eddy, but 
Piatt also, was satisfied of the propriety-of obtain- 
ing his sanction. 

It is one of. those things which augur best for 
the permanence of our institutions, that, however 
imbittered may have been the disputes of mere 
party politics, however loudly the underlings and 
hack writers of factions may have declaimed 
against the motives and characters of their adver- 
saries, no sooner does danger threaten the coun- 
try, or is a scheme of real advantage presented, 
than the leaders of the opposing parties resort to 
each other as the most likely supporters of the 
necesisary measures. Here was an occasion in 
which an astute politician might have seen an 
0]^rt^ity of winning popularity and ite- 
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cumulating electioneenng capital ; yet Piatt sought 
CHntcm^us the first person to whom his scheme was 
to be imparted. On Ihe other l^and, Clinton could 
not have been insensible to the fact that the 
scheme was one on which it could be easy, as 
was afterward done, to shower down the most 
pointed ridicule, and to convert its proposal by 
Piatt into an engine of political warfare. These 
distinguished men, however, ibrgot all except its 
bearing on the prosperity of their country, and dis- 
cussed the plan only in its relations to the public 
welfare. The result of the interview was, that 
Piatt forthwith presented in the Senate a resolu- 
tion for the appointment of commisaoners, and 
the resolution was seconded by Clinton. By the 
aid of ^eir joint efforts, the resolution passed both 
houses; and Gouverneur Morris, Dewitt Clinton, 
Stephen Van Rensselaer, Simeon Dewitt, Peter B. 
Porter, William North, and Thomas Eddy, were 
named commissioners. Care was taken to take 
the names alternately from the two oppoi^g par- 
ties } while Eddy himself, who closed the list, al- 
though a federalist, was not an active partisan. 

Morris wa^ named by Judge Piatt in conse- 
quence of the high standing which he held in his 
party. Distinguished by his descent from a family 
possessed of manorial privileges, and the heir of 
an ample fortune, he had, at an early age, thrown 
himself, with all the ardoiff of youth and the en- 
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thui^£»i& of gemns, into the cause of the Revolution^ 
and, abandoning his home, had become doqiicilia- 
ted in Pennsylrania. This state he had repre- 
sented in Congress imder the coniederationy and 
had been associated with Robert Morris in the 
schemes of finance by \vhich the Revolutionary 
war was brought to a happy issue. In the con- 
vention which fraiSned the existing Constitution he 
had filled a useful pkce; and, on its adoption, had 
been nominated by Washington ambassador to 
France. Here he itfeplaced Jefferson, who was re* 
called to fill the high post of Secretary of State. 
While in France, Morris became disguiited with 
the excesses of the popular p^y, and di]5a{^oint« 
ed their hopes of gaimng the countenance of tiie 
representative of the republic who^ successful re-> 
sistance to royal power they for a time held up as 
a model. When that party acquired the ascend-* 
ancy, his unpopularity with it was such as to ren- 
der it expedient that he ^lOukL be recalled. 

On his' return he retir^ to his paternal estate^ 
and rebuilt ,the manaon of his ancestors mined by 
the British troops. From Has retirement he was 
speedily called to represent his native state in.ihe 
Senate of the United States, where we have Btea 
him at tfate same time the colleague and the option 
nent of Clinton. 

Morris was endued by nature with all the at- 
tributes ziecessary to the accomplished orator; a 
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fyke and eomm^ding person, a most -graceful de- 
meanour, which was rather heightened than im- 
paired by the loss of one. of his legs; a voice of 
xaxick compass, strength, and richness. These 
natural advantages he had carefully cultivated; 
grounded in classical literature in a manner far 
beyond what wa^ then usual in America, he had 
continued to peruse the orators and poets of an- 
tiquity; familiar with more than one Uving lan- 
gu.^e, he was acquainted with all the best pro- 
due<tioiis of modem literature. 

For style as literary productions,^ and still more 
for the manner of their ^delivery, his speeches 
would have held no mean rank among the pro-^ 
ductions he studied as models. He thus acquired 
an influence among persons who were his equals 
in all but the external graces and embellisbmcnts 
of oratoj^, which at the present moment s^pears 
esctraordinary; and with a self-confidence which 
mvi&t deserted him, often arrogated to himself a 
^her place than they, when out of the sphere of 
his laaeinatioQ, would have been willing to asi^gn 

But, while thus -qualified by natural gifts and 
CjffeM ptudy to acquire an influence, he wanted 
nU the found knowledge which was necessary in 
^ office to which he was now appointed. With 
a feeling not unusual in classical scholars, he 
JqpJc^ wjatfe contempt on the sciences, which 
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were then beginning to be brought into the ser- 
vice of industry, and which have since produced 
such astonishing revolutions in the state of the 
civilized world. If, then, of all mfen Uving, he 
was the best quaUfied to exhibit in a popular light 
the advantages with which the adoption of a j^ 
tern of internal improvements would be attended, 
he was, perhaps, among all who could have been 
selected, the worst for the purpose of entering into 
the painful and laborious investigations on which 
alone a true exposition of these advantages could 
be founded, and on which the actual practicability 
of a canal from Albany to Lake Erie would prin- 
cipally rest 

Morris had directed his thoughts at an early 
period to the navigable communications of the 
State of New-York; and evidence is extant that, 
even before the close of the Revolutionary war, 
he had declaimed with his accustomed eloquence 
upon the capabilities which existed for the exten- 
sion of its internal trade. In the year 1801 he 
had visited Niagara. His route was by the way 
of Oswego to Lake Ontario, and along that lake 
to the Niagara River. 

The vivid impressions of the scenery, soil, and 
climate which he received on this journey, are 
delineated in a letter yrhich he wrote on his re- 
turn to his friend David Parish, of Hamburgh ; 
and in obvious reference to the route which he 
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had traversed, pomts out the possibihty of ma- 
king a communication for the passage of ships 
frojn the upper lakes to the Hudson. 

This letter* is a finished piece of eloquence, 
wanting, in truth, only metrical form to be classed 
as a fine specimen of descriptive poetry. It has 
been more than once published, for the purpose of 
proving him to have been the original projector of 
the substitution of a canal for the communication 
by Lake Ontario; But, although the mere words 
of the passage which speaks of this nayigation 
might be susceptible of such an interpretation, it is 
very clear from the context that he entertained no 
such idea. 

The idea of ships sailing fipom the great West- 
em inland seas to the Hudson is in keeping with 
the lockage of the Falls of Niagara, and the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Oswego and 
Mohawk Rivers, but it is utterly at variance with 
the idea of a continuous canal. 

Having already given utterance to a prediction 
that vessels would descend from the upper lake? 
to the Hudson, it vrill not surprise us to find Mor- 
ris entering into the execution of tbe duties of iiis 
office of canal commisi^oner with a zeal that dis- 
tanced the more cautious movements of his less 
excitable colleagues. 

We cannot, however, but consider that the en- 
terjvise was not furthered by tbe appointment of 
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Morris, and that the public mind would have been 
more easily satisfied of the feasibility of the project 
of the canal, had Judge Piatt permitted himself 
to be named on the commission instead of Morris. 
With his sound and steady judgment, it would 
have been impossible that any plan bearing im^ 
practicability on its face should have been laid 
before the public.^ Piatt, however, seems to have 
shrunk with innate modesty from assuming the first 
place on a commission established by a resolution 
drawn by himself. Here, therefore, all direct 
agency on his part in the canal policy of the state 
seems to have ceased; yet he is well entitled to 
the merit of having made the first efficacious step 
towards the attaitmient of the great object of uni- 
ting the lakes with the Atlantic. 

The remaining members of the commisaon are 
well and advantageously known to the world. In 
particular, Stephei) Van Rensselaer ought to be 
cited, for the long, steady attention which he de- 
voted to the furtherance of internal improvements. 
I'rom this time to the day of his death he was 
strenuous in the promotion of the pau^e, and heldj 
fr(\m th^ date when the actual oonstructbn of the 
canals w%s commenced, the o&c^ of a commission^ 
er. The Vst person who inherited an entailed es- 
tate before \he system was swept away by the Rev* 
olution, he vras for many years the sole surviver of 
the ancient aristocracy ; yet such was the affabil- 
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hy of his manners and the benevolence of his dis- 
position, that he enjoyed deserved popularity with 
those most democratic in then: principles. Possess- 
ed of an estate which had descended to him from 
flie first projector of a settlement for any purpose 
but trade on the banks of the Hudson, he exerci- 
sed his powers as landlord with such moderation 
as to secure the devoted attachment of his ten-^ 
antryl 

In the cause of internal improvement he not 
only aided b^ his services as canal commissicmer, 
but lent his powerful name and embarked funds 
in the earliest project of a railroad, the first link 
6t that chain which, running parallel to the Erie 
Canal, will, by facilitating personal communica- 
tion, enhance its benefits. 

Siftieon Dewitt had served with distinction as 
an engineer during the war of the Revolution, at 
d time wh^ the learning required in that branch 
of the service was extremely rare. He held, from 
tile close of the Revolulion to the time of his death, 
the office of i^urveyor-g^neral io the state, add un- 
der his direction, among other important duti^, 
the great survey of the military townships was ac- 
complished ; a work which, firom its extreme accu- 
racy, has prevented all disputes about boundaries 
among the landholders of that region. 

Eddy has been already mentioned as a director 
of the Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, 
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and was, at the moment, looked to as the practical 
man of the commission, in which respect the ap- 
pointment was certainly his due. 

Peter B. Porter had distipguished himself by a 
very able speech, delivered in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in support of a resolution introduced by 
himself, directing an inquiry into the propriety of 
appropriating the proceeds of a part of the public 
lands to purposes of internal improvement A 
resident of the extreme western portion of the 
state, he had collected a vast amount of valuable 
information ; and, although he finally differed firom 
his colleagues in relation to the comparative merits 
of the Ontario and Erie routes, his aid was not un- 
important in the early stages of the inquiiy. 

General North had served with great reputation 
in the Revolutionary war, and by his talents, his 
landed property, and the remembrances of his mil- 
itary actions, was deservedly possessed of great in- 
fluence, both politically and morally. 

Of such materials was the commiission formed, 
and the results of its operations justified the Le- 
gislature in the vnsdom of its selections. 
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CHAPTER Xni 



The Canal Commissioners undertake to examine 
the Rovie, — Clinton and others proceed by Wa- 
ter from Schenedady.^^Their Progress to Ge- 
neva, after a Deviation to Oswego. — Journey by 
Land to Magara, and return to Albany by the 
way of Ithaca.-^Meetings of the Commission- 
ers at Utica and Chippeway. — Diversity of 

Opinion in the Board. — Opinion of Morris* 

Clinton^s Views prevail in the Board. — Report 
drawn up by Mr. Morris. --^Examinatim of its 
Features and Consequences, 

The commissioners appointed under the resolu- 
tion of Judge Piatt entered forthwith on the duties 
of their office. Surveys were directed to be made, 
under the superintendence of Simeon Dewitt, the 
surveyor-general of the state, who was a member 
of the board ; and the commissioners resolved to 
proceed personally to examine the country. In 
most cases this is an empty ceremony. The best 
qualified and most practised engineers can decide 
little by the eye alone ; and those who have not 
the habit of judging of levels and distances will 
be wholly at fault. The plans of public improve- 
ments must therefore be decided upon in the cabi- 
O 
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net by reference to accurate profiles and maps, and 
not in the field. In the present instance, a formal 
progress of the commisaoners through the region 
to be examined was of vital importance. It was 
necessary to arouse the attention of the people to 
the importance of the object, and excite a curiosi- 
ty which should lead to the study of the benefits 
lately to flow from the completion of the project. 

The expediency of such a progress having been 
decided, the month of July (1810) was appointed 
for the purpose ; and it was agreed that Morris and 
Van Rensselaer should proceed by land, while 
Clmton, with the rest of the commisaoners and a 
corps of surveyors, should take the Mohawk at 
Shenectady, and follow the existing lines of com- 
munication as far as practicable. 

The survey of the most important part (^ the 
route was intneted to Judge Greddes, who had al- 
ready explored a part of it. 

Clinton and Eddy left New-York on the 30th 
of June in the steamboat for Albany. This voy- 
age occupied, as was usual in that early period of 
steam navigation, upward of thirty hours The 
2d of July was occupied in a meeting of the board, 
and laying in stores and equipage for the voyage; 
the 3d in reaching Schenectady, and it was not 
imtil the afternoon of the 4th that the party em- 
barked. Two boats were provided for their ac- 
commodation, one of whidi was ocpupied by th^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DBWITT ClilNTON. 169 

commis^o^^, the other by servants and baggage; 
Of the laitQt there was about a ton and a half, as 
it was necessary tp carry almost every article of 
ordinary comfort The party suffered from having 
trusted to tfee sleeping quarters which were pre- 
sented on the iroute, and would have experienced 
less fatigue had it been provided in addition with 
tents* The boats were of the burden of about 
ten tons, were provided with sails to use when the 
wind was fair, and were propelled on other occa- 
sions by setting poles. In usmg these, the men 
walked along a gangway formed for the purpose 
on the gunwale, and pressed against the poles 
with dieir shoulders. The boats were without 
decks, hut were sheltered by an awning and cur- 
tains. The party within had sufficient space to sit 
and read or write, but there was not room to spread 
their beds. 

The river was low, and, although the boats were 
light, the passage of several of the rapids was at- 
tended with difficulty. Utica, therefore, was not 
reached until late on the evening of the fifth day. 

The parties of Morris and Van Rensselaer occu- 
pied the whole of the principal hotel in Utica, and 
the voyagers took their lodging at another. At 
the present day the same hotel has been enlarged 
lintil it can conveniently lodge several hundred 
guests, and there are three or four others 5f almost 
equal extent. In 1810, the regular public com- 
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munication between Albany and Utica was by a 
single daily stage, which was thirty-six hours in 
performing the journey. From Utica to Geneva 
the Stage ran only three times a week, while be- 
yond that point none had been established. 

The freight of goods by the river to Schenecta- 
dy was seventy-five cents per ton, the carriage by 
wagon a, dollar per ton. 

Utica at that time contained 300 houses, inhab- 
ited by 1650 persons. 

A jneeting of the board was held on the ICth 
July at Utica, which adjourned to reassemble at 
Rome on the 12th. 

At Utica, General North and Judge Geddes 
joined the party in the boats, and, leaving Utica on 
the 11th, the commissioners reached Rome the 
same day. Here the proposed meeting was held, 
and an incident occurred in the discussion which 
we shall refer to on a future occasion. 

At Rome the routes by land and water separa- 
ted, and the next place of meeting was fixed for 
Geneva. The party in the boats passing the cut 
at Fort Stanwix, entered and descended Wood 
Creek, traversed the Oneida Lake, and, running 
down its rapid outlet, reached Three River Point 
before sundown on the 15th July. Thence they 
followed the stream to Oswego, which they reach- 
ed the next evening. 

A day was spent in examining the neighbour- 
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hood of Oswego, and on the morning of the 18th 
the commissioners proceeded on foot up the bank 
of the river for five miles, in order to facilitate 
the passage of the boats up the rapids. Re-em- 
barking, Three River Point was reached at two 
o'clock on the 19th, and the Seneca River enter- 
ed. This wa^ found to be a dead and sluggish 
stream until its confluence with the Cayuga out- 
let was passed, whence there was a rise of fifty 
feet ihto the Seneca Lake. Geneva was not 
reached until the afternoon of the 24th, and at the 
close of the twentieth day after leaving Schenec- 
tady. Deducting the three days spent in the de- 
viation to Oswego, seventeen- days were spent in 
the voyage, which, as it was performed in light 
vessels, may be considered as givmg less than the 
average time of passing over this distance by the 
existing water communications. The same dis- 
tance was performed by the packet-boats on the 
canal in thirty-six hours, and by the Ughter class 
of freight-boats it is passed over in about fifty 
hours. The latter carry with ease from forty to 
fifty tons, while the capacity of some of the heavy 
boats, even before the enlargement of the cana! 
was commenced, reached nearly to a hundred tons. 
This voyage has been dwelt upon at some 
length, because it affords a standard of c(Hnpari- 
son whereby the great advantages derived from 
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the Erie Canal, in the facility and cheapness of 
transportation, may be conveniently illustrated. 

It is unnecessary to enter into the detail of the 
remainder of the journey. Clinton, with his par- 
ty, proceeded to the Niagara River, which they 
crossed to Newark in Canada, visited the falls, 
and returned by the ridge road, tiben newly cut 
thiough the woods. On returning to Genieva, a 
deviation from the direct route was made to Itha- 
ca, at the head of Lake Cayuga, whence the state 
road was joined at Auburn. Finally, on the 19th 
August, Schenectady was reached,; and, after a de- 
lay of a day in Albany, Clmton returned by the 
steamboat to New-York. 

The feasibiUty of a canal to Lake Erie, in a 
direct course, was necessarily a subject of discuss- 
ion at the several meetings of the board to which 
we have alluded. The relative advantages of the 
direct route, and that by the way of Lake On- 
tario, were also canvassed. Clinton appears to 
have avoided any positive expression of his 
views until the meeting at Chippeway, whai he 
had, by personal information and examination of 
the surveys of Judge (reddes, satisfied himself that 
a canal of the ordinary character was practica- 
ble from the Hudson to Lake Erie. The practica- 
bility of the other route had long been obvious. 
It therefore became a question merely of policy, 
which ought to be adopted. On this head lids 
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decision bad been made up at an early stage of 
the investigation. He saw, upon the proposed line 
from Rome to Buf&lo, a country capable, by its 
fertility, of supporting the proposed canal; he 
weighed the difficulties and expense attending 
transshipment from ^vessels calculated to navigate 
the lakes to canal^boats ; and, more than all, he 
dreaded that &e trade of the VVes^ might be di^ 
verted to the St Lawrence, and its growing pop- 
ulation compelled to fotm connexions in business 
with the British colonies. 

JVforris, of more sanguine temperament, had come 
at a much earlier period to similar conclusions, and 
bad made up his mind that all: oiaterial obstacles 
must give way to the Erie route. He adopted in 
its full extent, and without waiting for the result 
of the surveys, the brilliant but crude conception 
of Hawley. This plan be urged with all his elo« 
quence on his colleagues at ti^ir meeting in Uti- 
ca. The occurrence is thus stated in the journal 
of his tour k^ by Clinton. 

^^ At this meeting, the senior oomnussicmer talk- 
ed wildly. He was for breaking down the mound 
of Lake Erie, and letting out the waters to follow 
the levd of the country, so as to form a sloop 
navigation widi the Hudson, and widiout any aid 
from any other water.'* 

However correct, then, were Morris's views of 
the pdiqr of the direct route to Lake Erie^ it is 
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evid^it that he had foimed no jnactical idea of the 
mode in which it might be accomplished, vtsx did 
he at any subsequent period reduce his soaring 
imagination to the level of common sense. 

To the policy of the direct route to Lake Erie 
all the commissioners save one assented, and at 
the final meeting at Chippeway Clinton was coibi- 
pelled to combat on the one hand the magnifir 
cent but impracticable project of Morris, and on 
the other the plausible and popular plan of ad- 
haing as closely as possible to the natural course 
of the waters. The expense of constructing a ca- 
nal from Albany to Osw^o, and another around 
the Falls of ^agara, would have been much less 
than that (^ a direct canal to Lake Erie, and 
would therdbre have been more certainly within 
reach of the resources of the state; and had the 
sole olgect dT the navigation been that of forming 
a communication with the shores of the upper 
lakes, the ai^um^it would have been unanswera- 
ble. 

Had this opinion {»revailed, the consequences 
would have been disastrous to the State of New- 
York ; the current of population which has been 
borne on the waters of the canal to every point 
within its reach, and which has made the region 
west of Rome the richest agricultural district in 
the Union, would have flowed onward to Lake 
Erie, and even more distant regions, to which the 
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Ontario route would have given a more ready ac- 



On the other hand, had the scheme of Morris 
been the only one Submitted to the pubKc, its ut- 
ter want of practicabiUty would have defeated the 
chance of any farther action. At this point, then, 
do the paramount services of Clintpn in the ca- 
nal policy of the state commence. Up to this loo- 
ment he had been an efficient and ardent friend of 
a system of internal improvement, but had waited 
for personal inspection to satisfy himself of its 
practicability and importance. He from this mo- 
ment took the lead in all the measures which were 
necessary for its accomplishment 

Clinton's views were sanctioned by the majority 
of his colleagues, but he saw the importance of se- 
curing a unanimous report It was believed by 
some of the commissioners that Morris had been 
convinped by the arguments of Clinton j at aU 
events, the subject had been fully discussed in his 
presence. By courtesy, Morris, as senior commis- 
sioner, was entitled to the right (rf drawing the 
report of the board, unless a difference of opinion 
had arisen of sufficient moment to have justified 
his colleagues in intrusting that duty to another. 
Had this been done, three adverse reports would 
in all probabihty have been presented, and the 
popular arguments in favour of the Ontario and 
Niagara route would have been brought forward. 
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By^eaving Morria in possession of his prescriptive 
right, this danger would be avoided ; and it was 
believed that any objection which might be raised 
to Morris's individual views would be obviated 
by the exhibition of the surveys and practical con- 
clusions of Judge Geddes. 

The report of the board was, in consequence, 
drawn by Morris^ and well sustained his veteran 
reputation for ability as a writer, and for enlai^ed 
views as a statesinan. It estaUished the practi- 
cability of an inland canal, and illustrated its ad- 
vantages in a masterly manner. But it also in*^ 
eluded the idea of creating an artificial river from 
the elevation of Lake Erie to the Hudson, and a 
digression into a long exposition of the facilities 
and advantages of an indmed plane canal, in 
which rivers and lakes were to be passed by 
aqueducts, and valleys by mounds. This plan, 
which, in the hands of Hawley, who argued from 
imperfect knowledge of the country, and from a 
general view of its qu^fications, was a brilliant 
conception, became ridiculous when contrasted 
with the actual levels. From these it appeared 
that, besides mihor obstacles, the wide and deep 
chasm of the Cayuga Lake fdl so far below the 
level of a uniform slope, that it would require to 
be passed by a mound and aqueduct, which, if 
not impossible in the nature of things, was ren- 
dered so by the enormous expenditure it must 
have occasioned. 
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^ On the meeting of the commisson^rs to consider 
the report, these objections were apparent. Mo- 
tives of delicacy, and the personal respect they all 
bore to Morris, prevented any proposition being 
made for striking out this portion of it. Some of 
the commissioners were, in fact, inclined to leave 
it to be signed by Morns as senior commissioner, 
and thus avoid affixing their names to it Clin- 
ton, however, urged the importance of the appear- 
ance of unanimity, and pointed out the fact that, 
while Morris had not refrained from expressing 
hispwn opinions, he. had, at the same time, avoid- 
ed conmiitting his colleagues as sanctioning them, 
and had fairly declared that there was room for 
difference of opinion. He had also referred to the 
surveys, whence the true state of the case might 
be at once inferred by all who should with intel- 
ligence examine the subject 

" In respect to the inland navigation," says the 
report, " from the lakes to the Hudson River, the 
commissioners beg leave to refer for information to 
the annexed reports and maps of Mr. James Ged- 
des, employed at their request by the surveyor- 
general. From these it is evident that such navi- 
gation is practicable. Whether the r(nde here 
sketched out will hereafter be pursued, whether a 
better way may not be found, and other questions 
subordinate to these, can only be resolved at a fu- 
taie time, when an intelligent man, regularly bred 
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to this business, shall, under the direction of those 
on whom the pubUA may think proper to devote 
this superintendence, have 'made a more exact and 
careful scrutiny than the time and means of the 
commissioners would permit." 

As a farther concession to the opinions of his 
colleagues, the report says, " Preliminary points 
are to be adjusted, and of these the first is, 
Whether it is to be made for sloops or^ barges. 
The expense of the former will, it is believed, be 
at least double that of the latter. Another ques- 
tion. Whether it shall be carried along an inclined 
plane^ or by a line ascending and descending, must 
be directed by a comparison of the expense and 
of the utility each way." 

If Morris, therefore, had taken advantage of his 
position as canal commissioner to place his indi- 
vidual opinions in a prominent light, he had made 
no unfair use of his seniority in suppressing those 
of his coUeag-ues. They, on the other hand, were 
justified in trustmg that the pubUc would not ac- 
cept or reject a scheme of so much importance 
without a close and deliberate examination ; and 
Clmton was a believer in the final triumph of good 
sense in all questions fairly submitted to the people. 

Clinton was justified in the course he took on 
this occaaon by the result. The report excited a 
prodigious sensation. There were some who were 
qualified to judge, and who, aware of the prartica- 
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Hlity of a canal to Lake Erie upon ordinary prin- 
ciples, regrd;ted that the project of the inclined 
plane had ever been broached. These received 
the report with a feehng of disappointment. It 
did not alter their well-founded beUef, but it caus- 
ed them to fear that a scheme practicable in itself 
might be defeated by the ridicule which they saw 
must be cast upon the stupendous project of Mor- 
ris. Those who were also qualified to judge of 
the plan, but were as yet imacquainted with the 
circumstances, were not seduced by the eloquence 
of Morris from an examination of the documents 
appended to the report ; and, on mature delibera- 
tion, became satisfied that a plan of less imposing 
magnificence was feasible. 

At that time, however, the state numbered but 
few who possessed the knowledge which would 
have enabled them to examine such a question 
with intelligence. The multitude was therefore 
divided into two great parties ; the one was car- 
ried away by the eloquence of Morris, and saw in 
the splendour of the enterprise he proposed, not 
only a source of wealth to the state, but of hon- 
our in the execution of a work more grand in con- 
ception than Babylonian majesty had dreamed of, 
or Roman energy had accomplished; the other 
revolted at the scheme, as one far in advance of 
the time, and likely to be ruinous by loading the 
state with an inextinguishable debt. The report 
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thus afforded ample room for discusdon ; and wben, 
by ao exhihition of a plan founded on sound prin* 
ciples, all the objections which had been raised 
against that of Morris had been obviated, it was 
too late to have recQurse to new arguments against 
it; and many of those who on the J&rst view had 
opposed the canal, became converts to its practica** 
bility and utility when they saw that the arguments 
which had been used against it had ceased to be 
applicable. 

This first report, then, had the merit, fix>m its 
very extravagance, of exciting the public atten- 
tion in a degree far greater than could a paper 
containing no'^ore than an accurate exposition of 
the facts ascertained by the commissioners, and the 
proposal of a plan founded on the experience of 
other countries. Morris therefore rendered an es- 
sential service to the cause of internal improve- 
ments, not merely by his honest but mistaken zeal 
in its behalf, but by provoking discussions which 
a man of less genius but of more practical tal^it 
would have avoided. 

The report was presented to the Legislature in 
due course ; and on its reception, Clinton, who 
now prepared to take the lead in all measures cal- 
culated to further this great scheme of internal im- 
provement, brought a bill into the Senate^' for ^ the 
purpose of continuing the investigations, and pre- 
paring fpr the execution of the project By tins 
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bill, 'which became a law, the same commissioners 
were contim^ed, and the members of the board in- 
creased by the addition of Robert Fulton and 
Robert L. Livingston. Fifteen thousand dollars 
were appropriated for farther surveys; and the 
commissioners were authorized to apply to the 
general government, or to those of any of the in- 
dividual states, for assistance in the accomplish- 
ment of the canal. 

In compliance with this law, full and complete 
surveys were made imder the direction of the com- 
missioners, and a report was made in 1812 to the 
Legislature ; in this the incCned plane was formal- 
ly abandoned, and a plan presented identical in 
its great features with that which was actually ex- 
ecuted. The intervention of the war at this epoch 
put an end to all active proceedings, and the ac- 
tion of the Legislature on this report will fall 
with more pro{»iety into a subsequent portion of 
this memoir. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Origin and Growth of the Democratic Party.-- 
Its Triumph in the Election of Jefferson. — 
George Clinton chosen Vice-j>resident in the 
place of Burr. — His Pretensions to be the Stic- 
cessoi' of Jefferson. — He is Passed over*— Jeal- 
ousy of Virginia. — Ml Aid to the Jfew-York 
Canals is refused. — Devntt Clinton is named 
as a Candidate for the Presidency. — Examina- 
tion of his Course in relation to the War. 

The party which assumed to itself the exclusive 
title of democratic was made up of many hetero- 
geneous materials. It had been organized, in the 
first instance, as an opposition to the administration 
of Washington, on the questions of the proclama- 
tion of neutrality and the ratification of Jay's 
treaty. This opposition was gladly joined by the 
remnant of the anti-federalists, and by many of 
the more warm federalists, who had been disap- 
pointed in obtaining office under the new govern- 
ment. The cabinet of Washington had been it- 
self divided on these questions, and thus the secre- 
tary of state becanje the most prominent man of 
the new party. Even among the anti-federalists 
the shades of opinion were various in the extreme, 
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tram those who would have been content with a 
federation possessing even less than the limited 
powers to which the old Congress had restricted it- 
self^ to those who desired a strong and firm central 
government, but preferred that its popular branches 
should possefss a greater degree of authority, and 
the power of the executive be more limited than 
had been done by the Constitution. The two most 
opposite opinions were thus united in opposition on 
a single point, that which held the exclusive au- 
thority of the state sovereignties, and that which 
was for deriving all power without intervention 
from the people. The party therefore strengthen- 
ied itself to the South among the rich and power- 
ful planters, who possessed a local influence which 
the action of the general government diminished ; 
while it numbered to the North the hardy yeoman- 
ry, who retained the revolutionary feeling which 
had led to the brealdng up of entails and the ab- 
rogation of manorial privileges. Propagating in 
the latter case the doctrine of the largest liberty, 
die party was joined by all the foreigners who 
had fled from the oppression of their native gov- 
ernments. The natives of England and Scot- 
land, on the other hand, who sought to become 
citizens of the United States for the purposes of 
commerce, were ranged in the federal party. 

The question of a national bank produced a 
new point of difference between those who admit- 
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ted that the Constitution gave every power inci- 
dent or collateral to those actually granted in 
terras, and those who adhered to the mere letter of 
the instrument 

So long as Washington retained the office of 
president, his transcendent greatness of character, 
and the strong hold he held on the affections of 
his countrymen, prevented the rising party from 
taking the form of a steady and . uniform opposi- 
tion. He had himself the faculty of training to 
his service talent of every variety, and making the 
most discordant opinions work together for the 
promotion of the general welfare. Jefferson and 
Hamilton, the imbodied personifications of the 
two most opposite opinions, were both retained in 
his cabinet, and were both efficient in bringing to 
a successful result the difficult experiment of a 
form of government without example, as it has 
hitherto been without parallel. 

The determination of Washington to retire from 
a station that he might have held so long as it 
pleased him, w^us the signal for the organization 
of the two opposing parties. Adams, the Vice- 
President, became the candidate of the one, and 
Jefferson of the other. A. new element of divis- 
ion was thus introduced, for sectional feelings 
were enlisted in the disputes, and attempts were 
mutually made to array the North against the 
South. Adains was elected in preference to his 
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iX)mpetitor; and, hiad he possessed either popular 
arts or clear-sighte4 views, might have secured 
the constant triumph pf the party which had sup- 
ported him. In the former, however, he was de- 
ficient, and his want of popularity was aggravated 
hy two injudicious acts, by which the liberty of 
the press was menaced, and the r^ght of personal 
liberty invaded. The alien and sedition laws, of 
which he was, in popular opinion, the instigator, 
furnished his opponents with a well-founded means 
of attack. He still had one chance of retaining 
his power. The aggressions of Great Britain on 
our conmierce had been almost put an end to 
by the operations of Jay's treaty, while those of 
France were not only continued, but were aggra- 
vated by a. feeling growing out of. that very trea- 
ty. Hence a good and just cause of war against 
that nation arose, and hostiUties were actually 
commenced by a law audiorizing the capture and 
detention of French cruisers and privateers. To 
carry on these hostilities a navy was created, and, 
for less obvious reasons, an army was imbodied. 

A universal burst of popular feeling hailed the 
war with France, and the leaders of the opposition 
were thus left without the means of attacking the 
administration with success. The strong feeling of 
national pride waS about to be awakened, and this, 
as in 1813, would probably have swept awav 
every landmark of party. 
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It appears probable thai the great preparations 
of the administrsktion of Adams had other views 
than m«re defensiye ojperations. The strengthen- 
ing of the navy vras well calculated to place the 
United States in an inipoi^g attitude in reject to 
Great Britain, as well as to clear the seas of the 
picaroons bearing the French flag. But the well- 
brgatiized and admirably-equipped army, of which 
Hamilton i^as in the actual, although Washington 
held the nonunal comiinand, was not called for by 
any fear of invasion frdm France, and the course 
6f events appeared to be throwing the United 
States into an alliance with Great Britain. 

It may therefore iappear far flrom improbable 
that a great scheme of conque^^ and national ag- 
granctizement had been planned in the secret coun- 
dls 6f thie federal party. Cuba was the recepta- 
cle bf tiie bucaheers who preyed upon the ileutral 
cbmmeixje bf America, and, from the alfiance of 
S^ain 'With France^ must havte becoine the centre 
of any hostile iaction oh the p^ of the former. 
It was, of course, obvious that, when the hostilities 
against France should become a formal war, Spain 
•Would in fact, if not by absolute declaration, be- 
come a party tp it It is therefore not an unlikely 
surmise that the army of 1798 was intended to 
act against the Spanish colonies of Louisiana and 
Florida, nay, perhaps with the aid arid concurrence 
of Great Britain^ against Cuba^ or Mexico itself 
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The obvious tendency of the actp of tbc{ si4min- 
istration of Adams, whether so intended qr not, tp 
bring the United States ipto the cpalitiop agsunst 
revolutionary Fra^ice, furnished the opposition with 
a bond of union. By this it was kept together, in 
spite of the heterogeneous ci^aracter of the nmteri- 
als of which we have seen it to h^ qrigipally made; 
and the habit of acting in concert under ^ steady 
discipline, either fused all the various opinions into 
one coofimoi^ nadss, or silenced the expre^ion of 
such as were not avowed by tbfi papers which be- 
came the organs of the party. In the faith thus 
pubhcly e:^pressed the youngar portion pf the 
community was educated; and what may have at 
first been i^o more than an assumption of prippiples 
calculated for political effect, became the sincere 
belief of at least half of the youth of the Unit^ 
States. 

Whatever mii^y have been the intentions pf th^ 
party with w|iich 1ms ^cted, Adams did not carry 
out even the first i^ps pf t)ie pl^. fnstead of 
exciting the hostile f<|eling against Frapce to the 
height of a war in all its forms, he soqght and ef- 
fected ^ repp^ciliatiop widi that copntiy. 3y tbisf 
the ^un^erpus ^ve spirits who \^s4 sought occu- 
pation in arms, or had enrolled themselves as vol- 
upteers, were di^pstf^d, aud m?my ofv them were 
speedily classed in the ranks pf bis opponents. 
His 9wn psMiy w^ distracted) w4 yi<^lde4 bim 
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only a feeble support, or sought to abandon him 
for some more acceptable candidate. In the 
mean time. Us administration did not adapt its 
measures to the new state of things; the army 
was not disbanded ; measures for the increase of 
the navy were persisted in ; and the taxes impo- 
sed in view of ^ war were not tak^n off. His 
adrmt adversaries seized these points of his policy 
as op«i to attack, and in the outcry raised against 
a naval force, a standing army, and taxes in time 
of peace, foilnd the most efficient weapons for 
overthrowing his power. 

In Ais they were so successful that they ven- 
tured on running two candidates for the presiden- 
cy, in order to secure both that office and the place 
of vice-president to members of their party. This 
was remfered necessary by an existing provision 
of the Constitution, which has since been repealed, 
by which the office of vice-president fell to the 
candidate for the presidency who should receive 
the second number of votes. 

The result of this bold measure in the election 
of Jefferson as President, and Burr as Vice-Presi- 
dent, and the suspicion of an attempted collusion 
with their federal opponents, to which the lattc^ 
was exposed, are familiar facts. 

In this struggle and final triumph the elder 
Clinton bore an important part, and Dewitt Clin- 
ton figured j;owards its efese as an efficient ^Lgent 
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They had, as we have seen, been among the mod- 
erate opponents to the federal constitution, on the 
ground of state rights; and although George Clin- 
ton had finally acquiesced in the vote of the state 
convention, he had been immediately assailed by 
an opposition to his re-election as governor. Thus 
driven into opposition, he had become the decided 
supporter of Jefferson, and had aided most power- 
fully in securing him the vote of New-York. In 
the intrigues by which Burr was so near taking 
the first instead of the second rank, the friends of 
the Clintons were the undeviatii% supporters of 
Jefferson. 

Weliave seen the prominent part which Dewitt 
Clinton took in the Senate of the United States in 
support of the administration of Jefferson. His 
seat in that body was held for a short time, and 
with this short exceptfon, he, with his imcle, 
whose re-election as governor accompanied the 
triumph of the democratic party, were fully occu- 
pied by their executive duties and the party strug- 
gles of their own state. On the re-election of 
Jefferson, George^ Clinton became vice-president, 
and a wider field, of politics was opened. From 
former usage, he felt himself entitled to be consid- 
ered as the person to be selected as the candi- 
date of his party for the ojffice of president On 
the other hand, Virginia was unwilling to part 
with the prescriptive claim to that office, and the 
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secretary of state seemed to be preferred by the 
incumbent of the office ; ^lutua^ jealousies ^pse, 
and the general administration manifested neutral- 
ity in the schisms pf the party in New-Yorlf, if not 
actual preference for those who ha^ b?en denoun- 
ced by it 

With a just s^pse of duty to the country at large, 
and his native state in particular, George Clin- 
ton urged measures of preparation for defence, and 
particularly the fortification of the harbour of New- 
York. He also appears never to have been in fai- 
vour of the entire disbandmen^ of the ar«iy, o^ the 
neglect of the navy. The embargo received his 
warm support, not as a measure intended ^ a sub- 
stitute for a war with England, but as oi^e of- di- 
rect preparation; and w^ have on it on record tjiat 
he urged upon the president, a^ter the adoption of 
that measure, the equipment ai^d n^somjng of all 
the vessels remaining in the navy. For this meas- 
ure he ui^d the motives of assummg an imposing 
attitude in aid of negotiation, of being prep^ed in 
the evei^t of a war, and of s^llevis^tipg the cjist^ess 
of the class of citizens on whom the pres^^ of 
the embs^rgo fell most severely. 

In these views Dewitt Clinton ppnpurr^d ifopfii 
cordially with his uncle; and we have seep that 
when the defence of the. harbour of New-York 
was neglected by the govenuniei^t, )xe W9^ the 
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principal instrument in obtaining appropriaticm^ 
fix>ni tb^ statci for the purpose. 

When the distress produced by the embargo 
became so serious as to threaten a loss of the ma- 
jorities which the democratic party had hitherto 
commanded, Dewitt Clinton presided at a meeting 
in the Park, which pledged itself to the support of 
the administration on that measure, which nothing 
but the belief of its being a preparation for war 
could have rendered tolerable. 

To the feeble and inefficient measures of non- 
importation and non-intercourse which succeeded 
the embargo, Clinton was decidedly opposed. He 
viewed them as imposing all the privations of a 
war without any of its advantages, and urged the 
adoption of a more energetic course. 

When Je&rson, in pursuance of the example of 
self-denial set by Washington, retired from the 
presidential chair, the claims of George Clinton to 
the succession were passed over. His advanced 
age wa$ a sufficient reason for this; but there were 
not a few of the democratic party who would even 
then have desired that Dewitt Clinton should have 
been the candidate. At the caucus of members 
of Congress by whom Madison was nominated as 
the successor of Jefferson, ninety-four were pres- 
ent Of these only one was from New-York, 
and the attendance from Virginia was not full. 
The members from New-York who did not attend 
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were understood to prefer George Clinton, and the 
absentees from Virginia to be in favour of Mon- 
roe. In the decision of this caucus Clinton and 
his friends acquiesced in silence ; but the jealousy 
of the growing power of New-York, and particu- 
larly of the rising talents and influence of Dewitt 
Clinton, were powerfully excited in the breasts of 
those who desired to perpetuate the ascendancy of 
Virginia, 

This state of mind in the immediate personal 
adherents of the president became apparent to 
Dewitt Clinton when he, in pursuance of the act 
of the Legislature of 1811, visited Washington for 
the purpose of soliciting aid for the prosecution of 
the New-York canals. Tlie dx)ctrine that it was 
not within the delegated powers of the general 
government to grant such aid had not then been 
invented; the neglect of all measures preparatory 
to a war, or necessary for defence, had left the gov- 
ernment in possession of ample funds, and thus, to 
all appearance, there was nothing but sectional 
jealousy which could prevent such aid being fur- 
nished. 

During the succeeding session of Congress, ac- 
tive measures were taken for creating an army and 
making provision for defence, or even for acting 
hostilely against Great Britain. In these prepara- 
tory measures Clinton concurred, and they were 
supported in Congress by the votes of his imme- 
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diate friends and the exertion of all his influence. 
When, however, in June, 18 12, the final question 
of war or peace at that precise moment was enter- 
tained, he appears to have been of the opinion 
that, however just and necessary a war with Great 
Britain were, the juncture was unfavourable, and 
tlfe country was not in a sufficient state of prepar- 
ation. In these views he was^ countenanced by a 
great number of the most uniform and consistent 
members of the party; a number so great, that, 
when added to the opposition members, it was be- 
lieved, by the most adroit politicians, that a dec- 
laration of war could hardly be carried in the 
House of Representatives, and must certainly fail 
in the Senate. The course of political manage- 
ment by which an apparent minority was sudden- 
ly and unexpectedly converted into a majority, is 
still unexplained. With this majority the immedi- 
ate friends of Clinton voted ;"thus showing, what- 
ever hesitation he may have felt in respect to the 
policy of making war at the moment, a hesitation 
which many believe was ishared by the president 
himself, that, when it was decided upon as the 
measure of the party, he was willing to give it his 
support 

The nomination by a amcas of members of 
Congress had become odious to many. Hence, 
when Madison's first term was about to expire, no 
more than twelve persons fi:t>m states east of New- 
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Jersey attended the iii€^tmg. From this cavcus 
Madison received a nomination for a second term. 
Those republicans who objected to the usage of a 
cavcu$9 and refused to obey its commands, fixed 
their eyes upon Clintpn as an opponent to the 
nominee of this meeting. Clinton was, in conse- 
quence, put in nomination ; and, when the electo- 
ral votes were counted^^vas found to have received 
89, while Madison was elected by 128 votes. 

In permitting himself to be used as a candidate, 
Clintoi^ exposed himself to great obloquy. Two 
different parties were interested in misrepresenting 
his views and opinions. The supporters of Madi*^ 
son, on the one hand, wer^ smxious &at Clinton 
should be represented as ap opponent of the war, 
believing that they would thus lessen his populari- 
ty and diminish the vqte for him as president 
The federal party, on the oth^r hand, were willing 
to consider him as opposed to the war, as by this 
they might consistently vote for him, and obtain 
an opportunity for distrac^ng the ranks of their 
ancient opponents. He was even strongly urged 
to declare himself upon this point ; and, had h^ 
given the least jencquragem^nt tq a repqrt that he 
was the opponent of the war, he might have secu- 
red the almost undivided support of the federal par- 
ty. This would probably have secured bis election, 
for that party was still strong and weU organized 
Into the latter plan Clinton declined tq enter ; and 
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thus, if he may have received the vote of a few 
%deralists, he derivecl no aid fironi them as a party, 
except in the Eastern states, where he was chosen 
as the least of two Isvils. His decision on this 
point left a feeling of animosity in the minds of 
many distinguished opponents of the administra- 
tion, which arrayed them ever after with what- 
ever party sought the downfall of Clinton. 

The nomination of Clinton was tnade by a con- 
vention of the republican party of the State of 
New-York. Many persons who were afterward 
his most bitter opponents concurred in the c^U, and 
gave their support to his nomination. The electo- 
ral ticket which voted for him was headed by the 
gientleman who wad subsequently the succ^ful 
candidate of the party which opposed Clinton's 
administration as governor. 

This was the first attempt to put down the cau^ 
cus system, which has been followed by the very 
method of conventions that was adopted by the 
friends of Clinton ; an(i ilAough he for a time 
became the sacrifice of the new principle, it has, 
notwithstanding, been triumphant, and is now uni- 
versally admitted to be pre-emineiitly r^ublican. 

The main cause assigned by the convention for 
putting Clinton in nomination for the presidency 
was, that hostilities might be conducted in a more 
efficient manner. The early operations of the war 
were attended witK discomfiture and di^race 3 and 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



196 AMEBICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

it was most earnestly desared, by many sincere well- 
wishers of their country, that a man of Clinton's 
decision, capacity, and judgment should take the 
place of what they considered a feeble and vacil- 
lating administration. . The truth is, however un- 
popular may be tte declaration of it, that a war, 
commenced without preparation, was carried on 
without a plan ; and the force which, if united, 
might have penetrated to the walls of Quebec, was 
engaged in partial and inconclusive conflicts over 
a thousand miles of frontier. 

So far fix)m attempting to Anbarrass the govern- 
ment in the prosecution of the war, Clinton was 
the first official personage who came out pubUcly 
to arouse his countrymen to that strenuous and 
unanimous support of the cause of their country 
by which alone the war could be brought to a 
happy issue. An opportunity was afforded him 
for this purpose m his charge to the grand jury of 
the City and County of New-York, before a month 
had elapsed from the date of the declaration of 
war. In this charge, after pointing out the new 
relations in which the country had been placed, he 
explains to the grand jury its duty in inquiring 
into such acts as by these new relations had be- 
come crimes. 

It is therefore clear, that the charge of being 
opposed to a war with Great Britain, which has 
been so often urged against him, is devoid of 
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foundation. Even had he been one of its most 
strenuous opponents at the beginning, he would 
have stood in no worse hght than others, who, how- 
ever violent they had been in their resistance to a 
declaration of war, were, notwithstanding, relieved 
from all imputations of want of patriotism, in con- 
sequence of the support which they afforded to the 
government in carrying it on. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Progress of the Canal Policy interrupted hy the 
War.-^linton tenders his Military Services to 
Governor Tompkins.— His Report on the De^ 
fence of the City of JSTeto-York. — Measures of 
the CorporatioHy and of the State and General 
Governments^ in consequence. — Clinton is rc- 
moved from his Office of Mayor. — He renews 
the Consideration of the Canal Question. — 
Meeting on that Subject in Jfew-York. — C/m- 
ton draws the Memorial of that Meeting. — Ex- 
amination of the Contents ^ and Effects of t/ud 
Memorial. 

The declaration of war piit an end to all imme- 
diate chance of proceeding with the construction 
of the New-York canals. The Legislature had 
indeed, on the 19th of June, 1812, almost at the 
instant that the war began, passed an act further 
to provide for the improvement of the internal 
navigation of this state. By this act the board of 
commissioners were authorized to purchase the in- 
terest of the Western Inland Lock Navigation 
Company, and to borrow five millions of dollars 
as a fund for making the canal. This act was 
obtained by the exertion on the part of Clinton 
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of die same powerful influence he had hitherto 
brought to bear in support of this great scheme. 
His whole soul had indeed become devoted to the 
object. It was, therefore, with no little regret 
that he saw any chance of its even being com- 
menced postponed indefinitely by the hostilities 
with Great Britain; and the strenuous support 
which he afforded the government in all defensive 
measures, derives enhanced merit from this circum- 
stance. 

He had j in feet, when he visited Washington to 
splidt the aid of the general government to the ca- 
nal, pledged his support and that of his fiiends to 
the government in case of a war with Great Brit- 
ain ; and this pledge he redeemed. On his return 
he sought to regain iiis relative rank in the militia, 
with a view of being in the way of active service. 
His own view of his claims was limited tb the 
rank of brigadier; but the council of appointment, 
in consideration of his eminent standing in civil 
life, conferred on him the commis^on of major-gen- 
eral. As soon as it became necessary to call out 
the militia, he applied, through the intervention of 
Emmett, to Governor Tompkins for a command. 
He was compelled to make use of the channel of 
a mutual friend, as any familiar intercourse had 
ceased between him and the governor. Tompkins 
had been dratvn from obscurity by the notice of 
Clinton, and owed to him his appointment as a 
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judge, fmd Jus i^OBaiafiticm as ^ pa^diclate for gov- 
ernor in oppo^tion to General Ijewis. He ^as 
now ppposfed to-Qlinton on the presidential que^ 
tion, and gav^ the whole weight of his official inr 
fluence to Madi^n. Clinton, therefore, could pot 
avoid considering him as ungrateful. On tl^e oth- 
er hand, Toinplqns aflfec^ed to consider Clintpn a? 
an opponent of the war. It therefore did pot suit 
him to bring Clintosn forward in any active milita- 
ry employment, and the application for a command 
was rejected. 

Clintpn, however, wa? determined tp be psefid 
to his country in the capacity which he was still 
penpitted to retaip, that of mayor of the City of 
New-York. Feeling most sensibly the exposed 
position of this important place, he drew up and 
presented to the corppratipn a report ojn the pleas- 
ures jiecessary fpr its defence, and strpjng represen- 
tations were in consequence made to the govern- 
ment. 

It appeared by this report that, ^ culpable had 
been the inattention of the administration, while 
that of England was sending out the army of Spain 
and Portugal to our coast, no more than 1600 men 
had been left for the, defence of New-York;. No 
other mode of attack had been anticipated than 
from shifting attempting to enter the Narrpws. 
The state had made provision for fcMtifying the 
pa^ at Hellgfite; but no prepfuration of ^ny 4^ 
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acription had been made in case an army were to 
be landed on Long Island or in West Chester. 

The repiMrt, after pointing out the esTposed po- 
sition of the city, proposed that fortified camps 
cftiould be established at Brooklyn and Haerlem^ 
^d » soffieieiat body of militia called ont to gar- 
rison them. 

To attain these purposes, eight nesolutions^wore 
appended to the report By th6 first, a committee 
of the Cdmmon Council was directed to soUcife the 
attehtibn of liie president to these olijects; by^e 
secoAd, the governor of the state was requested, 
under the authority of the militia law, to call out 
a sufficient number of the militia to occ^y the 
proposed camps, and a loan of |300,000 tendered 
him for, the purpose. The other resolutions had 
refe^nce to inimitioiis of war, and to the mode of 
riedsing the money tendered. 

The corporation at the time contmned a major- 
ky of the (^)onents of the govehiment, and polit- 
ical antagonists of Clinton. On thb occasion, how- 
ever, all party feeling was forgotten, and absolute 
unanimity prevailed m its deliberations. The oc- 
ea^on was seized by tt^ poUtic Tompkins as a 
mddle of increaismg his popularity. Up to this 
time he had been busily engaged in pressing of- 
fensive measures on the frontiers of Canada, with- 
out being aware that the enemy saw that the 
toest mode of drfending thekt colony was by ag^ 
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gressive acts on the coast of the United States^ 
He BOW did more than was asked of him, and 
poured into the City of New-York militia contin- 
gents to double the number that the committee 
of the corporation had thought necessary. Of 
this force he assumed the command, obtaining 
from the general government its sanction. Clin- 
ton, in the mean time — ^the real projector of the 
measure, by which all risk of attack was avoided, 
and which preserved the city fix)m the fate of 
Washington and Alexandria, or the panic experi- 
enced at Baltimore — was studious^ kept in the 
backgroimd. The fimds necessary for the pay 
and support of this imposmg force far exceeded 
the amount furnished by the corporation. A 4se- 
vere trial. of its patriotism was therefore to be 
made. The general government, which had sanc- 
tioned the call of such a force, had provided no 
means for the purpose of keeping it together. Its 
credit, from mismanagement of its vast resources, 
had fallen to so low an ebb, that its treasury notes 
were almost worthless in the market To call the 
state legislature together would have been a tedious 
process, during which the troops would have been 
exposed to distress, or must have been disbanded. 
An opportunity was thus presented by which an 
adroit politician, without the semblance of improp- 
er motives, might have 1^ the governor to his own 
resources, and thrown upon him the req>onsibiIity 
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of Collecting, for his own purposes, aforce he was 
unable to pay or feed. Such, however, was not 
the course of the mayor and corporation of New- 
York. With the utmost readiness, and without 
a dissenting voice, that body, in pursuance of a 
report presented by Clinton, interposed its un- 
impeached credit in behalf of the government; 
and, procuring from the banks a loan, placed 
$1,400,000 at the di^osal of the governor. 

In these patriotic exertions Clint(m derived the 
most steady and efficient siq)port from members of 
the corporation. Among these are particularly to 
be remembered Aldennen Fish, Mapes, cmd Law- 
rence. The first an old soldier of the Revolution, 
and the brother in arms of Hamilton ; the second, 
who, although a tradesman, exhibited in the dis- 
cipline of a militia brigade, of which he was the 
commander, and which was called into the service, 
a high degree of military talent ; the third a bank- 
er, who, by his judicious administration of the 
finances of the city, had raised its credit from a 
low ebb, until it was far superior to that of either 
the g^ieral or state governments. 

In the negotiations which attended this loan, an 
incident occurred which may be here cited as ex- 
hibiting the character of the man who speedily 
became the opponent and persecutor of Clinton, 
who had raised him from obscurity. The corpora- 
tion bad stipulated that it should receive United 
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States' treasury notes as vouchers for the loan ikua 
made to the gemeral government. The comptroll- 
er, Mr. Mercdn, waited on the governor, by ap- 
pointinent, with one of the instalments. The notes 
were exhibited to him, wanting only the signature 
of Tompkins, who stated that a wish to be present 
at the approaching confinemcfnt of his lady com- 
pelled him to set off that aftetnoOn for Albany, 
and that he would take it a& a^fevour if the exe- 
cution of thesfe notes were pbst{)6tti6d: until his re- 
turn. The 66mptroHer, without hesitaifen, cbm- 
plied with the requeist ; and there i^ no doubt that 
the governor did at the time intend to fulfil his 
promise. But, in the interval, -other pressing de- 
mands arose, and flw Irea^ry libtes weire applied 
to other purposes. It no^ bi6cami& a qti^on of 
personal veracity between the governor and the 
comptroller; the former denying thkt he had 
given the promise, the letter asserting it ' The 
general gpvernnient, in the end, made good the 
nmount, and the cbmptrblier was relieved from his 
responsibility, So feat the peeimiary partn^f ^ dis^ 
pute was adjiistedi ht the denial^ however, Tomp- 
kins had forg<otteh> vAm the eottipttoUet was not 
aware of, that a wittieas was present at the coirfer- 
ence, who can, even at ^m Itetftt* period, bear his 
testimorty to the correctness of the statement of 
the ktter. A young officer, charged with exhil> 
iting to the governor the report on the fiartifica^ 
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tions at Ebierlem and Brooklyn, was in the room 
when the comptroller was announced, and W93 
requested by the governor to take a seat, and wait 
until the buaness with the conaptroller was trans- 
ftcte^. The transaction, according to his recollec- 
tion^ was in all respects conformable to the state- 
ment €tf Mr. Mercein. It would therefore appear 
that the governor, when he applied the treasury 
Xkot^ tp other purposes, and found he could not re- 
place them, preferred the sacrifice of a pohtical 
opponent to a controvert with the administration^ 
into which he must have entered had he ^naintain- 
ed, as he ought, the claipis of tjie City of New- 
York. 

The same weakness was the cause pf a inibse^ 
quent dispute in accounts betwe^i Tompkins and 
the .comptroljer of ti^e State of New-York, in 
which the different .amounted to a very large 
sun^. No ^me now believes that he was actually 
a defaulter, pr I^ .applied acnoney to his pwn pur- 
po^j but ^e yie(ld<ed tp th& i^eces^ties of the 
general gOFerpmeat, mi appropriated to its $er- 
vic^ moneys intn^rt;ed by the Sti^te of New-York ; 
and ti^e state, with> true<sense of its dig^i^, for- 
ga:ve ihim the debt, although he had npt t^en this 
prcqjier $teps for enabling it to be recoverpd from 
the ad^iinistration at Washington. 

On another occasion, the influence of Clinton 
with the body over whose deliberations he p^r 
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ded was materially of use to the genera] govern- 
ment. A steam ship-of-war was building under 
the direction of Fulton, and the government was 
unable to supply the funds for continuing the work. 
An application was in consequence made to the 
corporation of New-York for aid ; but the finance 
committee, looking into it only as a matter of busi- 
ness, had determined to report gainst a grant, be- 
cause it would unnecessarily involve the city in 
debt. In this emergency Clinton interposed, and 
was successful in convincing the committee that 
the loan ought to be made. 

We thus see that Clinton was in favour of a 
war with Great Britain ; that no sooner was war 
declared than he gave the goremment his undi- 
vided support ; that he Was foremost in the meas- 
ures of defence by whidi the City of New-York 
was rendered inaccessible to the marauding bands 
of Ross and Cockbum ; and that he was the first 
mover in the measures by which the necessary 
funds were raised for the purpose. If, in the ac- 
tion of the corporation on the first two points, he 
was aided by his ancient opponents in that body, 
he was not less assisted in the financial part of the 
operation by many who had not yet abandoned 
the name and the party distmctions of federalists. 
Rufus King addressed a large assemblage of citi- 
zens at the Tontine Coffee House in aid of the 
contemplated loan ; and a great number of citi- 
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zens of the federal party enrolled themselves as 
volunteers. 

On this occasion the old party lines were com- 
pletely obliterated ; no trace of affection for Great 
Britain remained m any mind, and the very narrie 
of federalist only exists to be iised as a mode of 
discrediting a political adversary in the nlinds of 
die ignorant The only wonder is, that, in ^ com- 
munity where the means of education are so easily 
accessible to all, its good sense should not revolt 
at the employment of terms, the meaning of which 
has long been obliterated. 

Governor Tompkins reaped the full fruit of his 
mgenious policy. Thirty Aousand militia, inclu- 
ding the flower of the youth of the stated ' arid 
many of die most promising of the party opposed 
to the administration, were soon dispersed to carry 
throughout the state the tidings of the affability, 
the kindness, Ae devoted patriotism, and^ as many 
faithfiilly believed, the great military talent of the 
governor ; while the citizens of New-Yodc hailed 
him as their champion and saviour. He was tlius 
clothed with sufficient power to use it to the injuiy 
of Clinton, who was removed from his office of 
mayor in 18 15. It was attempted to justify his re- 
moval on the grounds of his being originally ^n op- 
ponent of the war, and of being wanting in patri- 
otism to support it How futile such charges wer6, 
the facts we have cited will show. Nor w^re they 
believed by the conununity, as will speedily appear. 
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To show how completely all patty lines had 
been obliterated by the war, and that opposition 
to the measures which led to it was not felt, how- 
ever strongly it might be proclaimed as a disqual- 
ification, the successor, of Clinton in the office* of 
mayor, in 1815, was his federal opponent, Jacob 
Radcliff, who, on the temporary ascendency of his 
party in 1810, had already superseded CUnton in 
the same office. 

In the mean time, the canal question slumber- 
ed. The commissioners, indeed, made a report 
in March, 1814, in which the plan of an incli- 
ned plane was in express temfi abandoned; but, 
within the next month, the authority granted to 
them to contract for a loan was annulled by a 
clause in the supply bill, where it had been pla- 
ced, as being there unlikely to attract attention or 
excite debate. 

At the close of the war, Grovemor Tompkins 
had it in his power to renew, by an official sug- 
gestion, the attention of the public to the canal 
policy. No man could have exposed the necessi- 
ty and importance of a system of internal commu- 
nication in more exact accordance with his own 
particular views than he. These views were all 
warlike, and directed to preparation for renewed 
hostilities with Great Britain. He had seen can- 
non dragged by land from Waslungton to Sack- 
ett's Harbour, to arm the fleet which disputed the 
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command of Lake Ontario, and an enormous ex- 
pense incurred in other ways for want of easy 
communications. This glorious opportunity of 
calling the attention-of the public to canals, as the 
most efficient means of s^urity against attack, or 
of collecting forces and material for offensive 
operations, was lost by him. He had it in his 
power to make himself the leader of that incon- 
trollable ^irit which speedily manifested itself, but 
he neglected it , 

In the mean time, Clinton, removed from all 
official station, and abandoned by all political as- 
sociates except a few personal friends, saw that 
the moment had arrived for renewing his exertions 
on behalf of the cause of canals. His means of 
success were immeasurably diminished from the 
time in which he led, in the councils of the state, 
the solid and disciplined party to whose command 
Tompkins had now succeeded, and could count on 
the patriotic concurrence of such men as Piatt, Van 
Rensselaer, and Morris, the leaders of his oppo- 
nents in all o&er measures. The diminution of 
his own immediate political resources did not dis- 
may him. He trusted to the good sense and the 
sound patriotism of his fellow-citizens, satisfied 
that, could he obtain an impartial hearing, the 
cause of internal improvement must triumph. He 
therefore, in the autumn of 1815, called to his 
aid Piatt, thus repaying the confidence which that 
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gentleman had, on tbe former occ»4on, rqpoi^ in 
him, and with him that of William Bayard, who 
then stood at the head of the mercantile commu- 
nity in the city, of Thomas Eddy, Ws pld fissoclate 
in the canal commission,, of John Swarjtwopt, who 
forgot on tlii$ occasion their old strife even to 
blood, of Cadwallader D. Colde^i, and <rf severail 
other influential ai^d distinguished citiz^ps. In 
conformity with a public call, a meeting was coa- 
vened at the City Hotef, w^hich, by the exertic^^ of 
his coadjutors, was numerously atte^^d- Before 
this meeting, a draught. of a memorial, prepared 
by Clinton, was laid and unanimpu^y adopted* 

This memorial was then circulated thro^hoirt 
the state for signatures, and was everywhere J5&- 
ceived with enthusiasm and subscribed with avid*- 

There have, in the course, of Ameriesm history, 
been a few instances in which a single able state 
paper, appealing tOcthe patriotism and good s^ise 
of the people in opposition to ithe cry of :paarty or 
the force of prejudice, has changed the whole 
course of public sentiment, or created a new im- 
pulse by which that sentiment was directed into 
channels before unexplored. Among such in- 
stances we may cite the proclamation pf neutrali- 
ty by Washington, and that in oppo^tion to the 
doctrine of nullification by Jackson. The memo- 
rial in relation to the. canals had a similar influ- 
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ence within a less extended sphere. It exhibited 
the practicability of the canal to Lake Erie in so 
dear a light, and demonstrated its advantages 
over the route by Lake Onteuio so evidently, that 
the first was never again questioned even for po- 
litical ^ect, and the last sunk into oUivion. It 
diowed that Ae cansd was not only practicable, 
but that the benefits it would confer on the state 
were such that it would be an advisable measure 
even vrere it to return no revenue. It entered at 
full length into an estimate of the cost of the ca- 
nal, and demonstrated that the resources of the 
state were adequate to its construction even in 
default of any large income from tolls. Finally, 
wdth feelings of extended patriotism,. it proceeded 
£rom the local benefits to be con&rred on the State 
of New-York, to the influence of such a work 
upon the general prosperity of the nation, and its 
effect in drawing more closely the bonds of union 
among the fitates. The argument of this report 
was so convincing, its appeal to feelings of indi- 
vidual interest, of state pride, and national glory 
80 irresbtible, that for the moment all opposition to 
the scheme Was ^l^iced. 

Had Clinton performed no other act in relation 
to the canal system than to compile the informa- 
tion collected in this memorial, digest its argu- 
ment, and recommend it to public attention by 
the weight of his name and of his political ^md 
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personal influence, he would have been entitled to 
stand first in the list of the promoters of this vast 
and useful enterprise. But when we consider 
that, in addition to the long and devoted atten- 
tion which was necessary to prepare this report, 
the broad and statesman-like views which it ex- 
hibited, and the great authority of his naioie in 
procuring its consideration and extensive adop- 
tion, he from this time made the furtherance of 
the canal policy the prominent mark of his noble 
ambition, the services of all other persons, how- 
ever eminent, sink into insignificance. No other 
person ventured on the support of this policy 
the adherence of his friends, his well-earned rep- 
utation as a statesman, his character for. prudence 
and foresight, and, finally, all his prospects of fu- 
ture elevation in political life: all these, and they 
were a mighty stake, Clinton committed to the 
hazard of the success or failure of the canal poli- 
cy. The fears of his timid friends he allayed; 
the remonstrances of those who saw a surer way 
for him to regain his political influence he disre- 
garded, even at the cost of seeing them join the 
ranks of his enemies; he was too well satisfied of 
the accuracy of his calculations to dread the judg- 
ment of posterity upon his prediction; and he 
willingly placed all his future hopes of rank and 
distinction upon the accomplishment of this single 
measure. 
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CHAPFER XVL 

JUemorial is presented io the Legislature. — Final 
Report of the Old Board of Commissioners. — 
Law to provide Jbr the Improvement of the hi" 
temal Jfjavigaiion of the State. — The JVew 
Board of Commissioners enter upon their dv^ 
ties. — Their Report — Vast amount of fields 
work performed under their direction. — Scheme 
of Finance. — Law of Congress for promoting 
Internal Improvements. — Its Rejection by Pres- 
ident Madison as unconstitutwrud. — Modifica- 
tions rendered necessary in the Scheme of Fi- 
nance. — The Bill to aadhorize the construction 
of the Canal becomes a Law* — Opposition of the 
City Delegation. — The Canal Policy made by 
them a party question. 

The memorial <)f which we have spoken in the 
last chapter was signed by a great number of per- 
sons in the city of New-York ; it was enforced by 
a recommendation from the corporation of that 
city, and seconded by the action of public meet- 
ings in Albany, and nearly all the towns and vil- 
lages to the west and north of that place. It 
was presented to the Legislature about the same 
time with the final report of the old board of com- 
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missioners. This report refers to the number and 
respectability of the applications before the Le- 
gislature in favour of an ima>ediate prosecution of 
the canal) as an evidence that its advantages were, 
appreciated by the citizens of the state* The re- 
port, in addition, recommends the construction of 
the Champlain Canal, and urges the superiority of 
the Erie over the Ontario route. The original 
draught, as in former cases, had been made by 
Morris; but, in cc»tsequence of alterations made 
in it by the other commissioners, he declined to 
sign it. 

The time had passed when eloquent declama- 
tion <x)uld be received as a substitute for sound 
practical views. The community had been ex- 
cited to the exsuniiiation of the project upon its 
realv merits by the brilliant eflusions of Morris^ 
but had, on consideration, seen that th^ pointed 
out schemes which were impracticable. To this 
expressed will of tiie people the commissioners 
foun4 themselves compelled to conform ; and, in 
spite of ]the r^pcct they entertained for the char- 
acter of that (fistinguislked man, they, with abso- 
lute unaniimty, concurred in the amendments and 
alterations. , , 

Clinton, after the presentation of the memorial, 
proceeded^ to Albany to enforce, by his personal 
and poKtical ipfluence, its favourable reception, 
and to urge its being acted upon Although 
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many friends of the measure were desirous oiF ob- 
taining authority to commence the work, ho more 
was gained from the Legislature than the means 
of proceeding with the inquiry, in such manner 
that the surveys, which had hitherto been confined 
to mere exploration, should be directed to the ac- 
tual location, and the rude calculations made firom 
partial researches Extended into close and accu- 
rate estimates of the probable cos^. Clmton and 
the other memorialists ^nidently abstained from 
jeoparding their cause, by insisting upon, any com- 
mittal on the part of the state, until such estimates 
could be submitted, or any appropriation beyond 
the cost of survey, until a scheme of finance hacl 
been prepared adequate to the magnitude of the 
operation. 

In compliance with the prayer of thie inemorial, 
an act was passed on the I7th -^pril, 1816, " to 
provide for tlie improvement of the internal nav- 
igation of the state." In t)iis act Stephen Van 
Rensselaer, Dewitt Clinton, JSamiiel Young, My- 
ron Holley, and Joseph Elliott, were named com- 
missioners. Their prescribed duties were to con- 
sider and devise such measures as might be neces- 
sary to connect Iludson River with Lalce Cham- 
plain and Lake Erie ; they were required to re- 
port within twenty days after the commencement 
of the next annual session of the Legislature; and 
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$20,000 were appropriated for the expenses ot 
the inquiry. 

No time was lost by the commissioners in enter- 
ing upon their duties, and sufficient corps of engi- 
neers were forthwith organized. Three of the 
commissioners assumed active duties in. the field, 
and, dividing the work into the same number of 
parts, pressed the performance of the surveys in 
person. These gentlemen, thus devoting their 
whole time to the work, were entitled to, and re- 
ceived a compensation for their services. Clinton 
and Van Rensselaer, who performed at least equal 
services in another manner, would accept of no 
remuneration. 

Clinton devoted much attention, during the re- 
cess of the Legislature, to the consideration of a 
scheme of finance. The first point to be ascer- 
tained was the possibility of borrowing a sufficient 
amount, provided satisfactory security could be ex- 
hibited. For this purpose he placed himself in 
communication with the most intelligent merchants 
of the City of New-York ; and, as the intercourse 
with Europe was reopened, he had an opportunity, 
which he sedulously improved, of consulting the 
travellers who had repaired to England on the ces- 
sation of hostilities, and were from time to time re- 
turning. All accounts seemed to encourage the 
hope that no difficulty would be experienced in 
raising sufficient funds. A more important obsta- 
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cle was therefore to be overcome, that of devising 
a system of finance. The Legislature had indeed, 
on a former occasion, clothed the old board of 
commissioners with power to borrow five millions * 
of dollars on the simple pledge of the faith of 
the state. Clinton, whatever may have been his 
opinion on a former occasion, was now satisfied of 
the cardinal principle, that no debt ought in any 
event to be contracted by a government, miless a 
fund were at the same time provided for paying 
its interest and for its final redemption. The in- 
come of the canal itself might, indeed, be calcula- 
ted upon for a part, if not the whole; of the latter 
object ; but he felt convinced, that even if the ab- 
solute maintenance of the public faith did not re- 
quire an income to be provided from other sources, 
yet the rate of interest at which a loan could be 
procured would be much lessened by exhibiting 
to the lender a pledge of resources which would 
render his remuneration sure, even were the proj- 
ect on which the capital should be expended to 
fail. 

The commoppiace-book of Clinton abounds 
with extracts made by him at this period from 
the best authors on the principles of finance and 
the management of a public debt, and manifests 
how attentively he studied this subject, and what 
labour he devoted to master the details. 

The great success of the New-York canals has 
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stimulated almost every other state of the Union to 
similar enterprises. Many of these have been 
judiciously planned and successfully proisecUted, 
They hkve furnished in such cases revenues which 
have at least paid the interest on their cost. There 
are, again, other instances, in which the plan has 
been so far judicious, that new wealth has been cre- 
ated more than equd to the expenditure on the im- 
provement, but where the income has barely defray- 
ed the cost of maintaining the work. The ease 
with which New-York has paid its interest, and the 
rapidit/ with which the sinking-fund has accumu- 
lated to the fuH amount of the original debt, has 
raised the credit of the nation in foreign marts, and 
has afforded to other states facilities for loans which 
even New-Y6rk did not at first enjoy. The mere 
pledge of the public faith has, in consequence, been 
of late found sufficient to obtain a loan. It has 
thus happened, that, in almost all repent instances, 
the wise predaiition taken by the State, of New- 
York has b^en neglected. Public works have been 
commenced to an extent wholly imauthorized by 
the business and population of the states to which 
they belong; no other funds than the prospective 
income of the finished work have been thought of; 
and, in almost all cases, the borrower, instead of 
endeavouring to ensure the redemption of the debt 
by a fund accumulating at compound interest, has 
tnisted to new loans to meet the interest itself, and 
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thus allowed the debt to accumulate in the same 
rapid manner. Such is the consequence of this 
method of accumulation, that if, on the one hand, 
the smallest excess of fund over and above the in- 
terest must in. the end extinguish the debt, oi^ the 
other the debt will increase so fe^t, that the most 
brilliant final success will hardly be sufficient to re- 
4uce it when thus compounded. 

The system of borrowing without an intermedi- 
ate provision for the intierest is besides objection- 
able, inasmuch as the rate of interest will be con- 
tinually rising upon the borrower, until it may 
happen that the funds for the completipn of the 
works of improvement cannot be obtained, and 
thus the anticipated revenue may never be real- 
ized. 

It is by a neglect of thi^ cardinal principle that 
the new states of the Union are at this moment 
suffering under the evils of a total prostratipn of 
credit, and pubUc works, undert^enand carriefl 
on at a vast expense, are lying unfinished, and, con- 
sequently, unproductive. 

The question whetlier a public debt is to have 
its interest and final redemption provided for at the 
moment it is contracted, or whether it is to be 
^netioned by a simple pledge of the public faith, 
has been among the distinctive characters ^f the 
two great schools of politicians which have divi- 
ded our country from (ke time it became ind^end- 
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ent At the head of one school stands Hamilton, 
and at that of the oth^r Jefferson. In the practi- 
cal action of the general government, no injury has 
arisen from the predominance of the opinions of 
the latter. The great debt contracted during the 
war of 1812 has beeii redeemed by the proceeds 
of the national domain, and the people, as a body, 
have not felt it as a burden. But the states stand 
in a very different position; they have, as a general 
rule, no landed estate to resort to for the payment of 
their loans; and any great debt contracted by them, 
beyond the limit which can be sustained by an ex- 
isting revenue, must be followed by breach of faith, 
or even by absolute bankruptcy. It is highly to 
the credit of Clinton, that, educated in the school 
of Jefferson, and holding all its tenets, he was en- 
abled to free himself from its shackles in this point 
of policy. 

The canal commi^ioners reported in due season 
to the Legislature. It appeared that 440 miles of 
canal had been traced upon the ground, and the 
cost of construction estimated. This was found to 
, be nearly six millions of dollars ; and it is one of 
the peculiar features of the history of the canal, 
that, in spite of the amount of work in survey and 
calculation being greater than had ever before 
been performed In so short a space of time and at 
so small a cost, the actual construction has differed 
from the estimate than in almost any similar 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DEWITTCLINTON. 221 

instance. The commissdoners, in order to ensure 
this, had laid it down as a principle, that every 
probable expense should be included in the esti- 
mate, and every possible contingency provided 
for. Such, however, was the distrust, arising 
from experience of the inaccuracy of estimates, 
that many of the best friends of the measure feared 
that the anticipations of the commissioners were 
too sanguine, while those opposed to it maintained 
that the estimates were made up with a view to 
deceive, in order to embark the state in a project 
which, if once begun, must be completed, whatever 
might be the cost 

"When the report had been presented and refer- 
red, the committee to whose charge it was intrust- 
ed asked from the commissioners the draught of 
a law providmg for the construction of the canal 
and creating a system of finance. This draught 
wto made by Clinton. The schemie of finance 
created a canal fund, vested in a board, and pledg- 
ed the faith of the state that it should not be di- 
verted. No pledge was originally given in the 
draught of the credit of the state, to provide for 
dther principal or interest, beyond the fund point- 
ed out and made sacred. The question of fiinance 
appeared to have been much simplified, at the mo- 
ment the report was presented, by an act which 
had just passed both Houses of Congriess. By 
diis act, the income of the stock held by the gov- 
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ernment m the Bank of fjie JJnited Stat^ was 
directed to be d^ril^uted among t^e several states 
for the purpose of internal improvements. Under 
it the State of New-York would have received 
$90,000 per annum, which would have been 
equivalent to the interest on a loan sufficient to 
meet the estimated cost of one fourth of the canal. 
Upon this liberal measure, which would have dif- 
fused wealth and happiness throughout the Union, 
Mr. Madison set Jbis veto in the very last moment 
of his administration. The cause assigned for this 
measure was, that the law was unconstitutional ; 
yet he at the same moment approved a law making 
a large appropriation for the Cumberland road, 
and another making arrant to a road in Tennes- 
see. The nice casuistry by which it has been de- 
cided that certain public improvemepts fall withm 
Uie granted powers of the genial government, 
while others do not, is beyond the comprehension 
of those who are not acc^JStomed to thread the 
ma^es of metaphysical investigation; while the 
dictates of plain conimon sense would seem to es- 
tablish the conclusion, that the framers of the Con- 
stitution could never have intended to exclude the 
power of granting the surplus funds of the general 
government, in a fair ratio of distribution, among 
the mdividual states. The truth is, that the prob- 
ability that the Union could ever have a surplus of 
income over expenditures seems never to have oc- 
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curred to the framers of the Constitution, nor was 
there any precedent in modem times whence such 
an anticipation could have been drawn. 

Those have not been wanting who have ascribed 
this act of Mr. Madison to a desire to prevent the 
construction of the New-York canal. If the ad- 
mitted patri($tism of that distinguished citizen be 
urged as evidence that such could not have been 
the case, still- the assertion that such were his mo- 
tives has been maintained by most plausible ar- 
guments. Clinton was at the moment, by his 
strenuous exertions in the cause of internal im- 
provements, acquiring a popularity, which one 
whom he had presumed to rival in the affections, 
Hot only of the country at large, but of the demo- 
cratic party itself, might well have desired to low- 
er. The State of New-York was to derive the 
most direct apparent benefit from the grant ; and a 
Virginian might well have desired to check that 
prosperity which was soon to place New-York in 
the highest rank for population and wealth, and 
which has, in the end, substituted the " Empire 
State" for the " Old Dominion" in its standing in 
the Union. Personal rivalry, political hostility, and 
local prqudice, may then have reasonably been ex- 
pected to exist in the mind of Madison, if it had 
been Capable of entertaining such feelings. 

The loss of so large an anticipated source of in- 
come rendered it necessary to amend &e project 
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of finance submitted by Clintoii, after it bad been 
reported to the Hotise of Assembly. Mr. Tibbitts, 
then a member of the Senate, claims that the 
whole of the impprtant changes^ which were made 
in the bill, grew put of his suggestions. 

Clinton, in a history of the proceedings, pub- 
lished under {he signature of Tacitus, ascribes great 
improvements in his origipal draught to the " use- 
ful suggestions of Messrs. Van Rensselaer (J. Rut- 
sen), Tibbitts, and Few." One of the features in- 
troduced into the bill was unquestionably contrary 
to the wishes of Clinton. A large duty was levied 
by the authority of the state upon sales at miction 
in the City of New-York. This had at first heea 
applied to local purposes within that city; one 
half had then been withdrawn for the general 
purposes of the state, and the bill, as passed, de- 
prived the city of the other half, and threw the 
whole into the canal fund. To this Clinton was, 
opposed. He ,would have preferred to see the ex- 
ecution of his darling, project delayed rather than 
give his sanction to an act of injustice. The auc- 
tion duty has been represented, and thus its diver- 
sion into the general funds of the state justified, 
as a tax upon the consumer, when all who have 
watched its operation know that it falls almost 
wholly on the importers of the City of New»York> 
who voluntarily submit to it as the price of a more 
speedy and safe return for their capital. 
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On tbe otfa^ handy ^ feature whicb oo^tiibuted 
mainly to the pass^gs ol the bill, and which wa^ 
just in itself, was introducec} by William A, Puer, 
He was q rfepite^entative from one of the counties 
which could not, in any event, be b^efited, and 
might possibly be injured by the construction of 
the canal ;^^d his constkuents^ were, in conse- 
quence, opposed to it, particularly if it would 
have subjected them to any ride of t^xatioi^ tat 
its support In order to conciliate this oppositioPi 
he added a ckisse to the bill, by whidf the land^ 
for twenty^five miles on each side of the canal 
wefe made liabk to taKajtion, This went fqr tp 
satisfy ti)ose parts of the state which derived no 
immediate advantage from the construction of the 
oanal, wd was not objected to by its fiiei^ds. Gir- 
oun^Unces have rendered it unnecessary, bi^t th^l 
strict justice of the measure, i^^ its ei^diency ^ 
Jhe moment, no one can doubt. 

In the Senate, Mr. Van Buren, the pr^nt Pres- 
ident of the United States, who had in the prece- 
ding session oppoarf any nieasures beyopd those of 
inquiry, and had, in consequence, been considered 
as hostile to the cana), cam^ out as ita supporter ; 
and, not content with supporting the bil} as it came 
frcMn the Assembly, proposed the addition of a 
clause pledging the general credit of the state in 
addition to the fimds siet apart as sacred for the r^- 
d«nption rf th^ tm^l i^bt. Tim ^dd^n^ if i^- 
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mitted to hare aided in obtaimng the neceasarj 
funds, has not been salutary rither to the State ol 
New-York, or as an example to other states. The 
revenue of the canal fond, and the income of the 
canal, if kept separate upon the books of account 
from the general finances of the state, have, in 
point of fact, been mixed with them into one com- 
mon mass. The state, apparently possessed of am- 
ple funds, has abandoned taxsition as a source of 
revenue for its annual expenses, and is thus largely 
in debt to the canal fund ; while the enlargement 
of the canal itself, and the extension of the^ benefits 
of internal improvement to other regions of the 
state, has been retarded, if not prevented alto- 
gether. 

That the canal shall, hf its operation, have 
done away the necessity of continuing to resort to 
an annual tax^ is, however, one of its most popular 
features. 

After a long and severe contest^ the bill at last 
passed both houses of the Legislature* This re- 
sult may be ascribed almost wholly to the exer- 
tions of Clinton, who, gomg before a legislature, 
a majority of which was either actually opposed 
or wholly indifferent on the subject, brought pub- 
lic opinion to bear upcm its members with such 
force, that opponents were converted or mlenced, 
and the indifferent convinced. 
' Even after the battle had be^i fiiught in the 
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Legislature, a difficulty remained to be overcome 
in obtaining its passage through the council of 
revisi(Mi. This was achieved by theyoteof Chan- 
cellor Kent, who had doid^ts for a time as to the 
feasibility of the project ; but, according to his own 
statement, was brought to give a casting vote in 
its favour by the very arguments which Governor 
Tompkins urged against it 

Among the steady and determine opponents 
of the can'al bill, in every stage, were the delega- 
tion in Assembly of the City of New-York, and the 
senators of the Southern District .The former 
had been dected in the place of a delegation 
which was friendly to the canal, and in declared 
opposition to the name and the policy of Clinton. 
Hostility to him prevailed over all considerations 
of pubUc benefit; and this being made the ground 
of their vote on the cctnal^ question, converted the 
decision of the Legislature into a personal tri- 
unipL 

It thus happened, as in more than one other in- 
stance, diat the measures adopted by the poUtical 
opiponents of Clinton only brought out in more dis- 
tinct relief the importance of his agency in pre- 
paring the way for that decided expression of pub- 
lic opinion by which the construction of the canal 
was in a manner forced upon cold friends or de- 
cided enemies. By making the canal policy of 
the state a party cpiestion, they compelied Clinton 
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to dd ihh i^me, and th6 a^inment of tbe end for 
which he strove became to him a political victory. 
It is th\£B, by the necessity ulider which he Ivas 
placM of bringing tiie whole weight of his influ- 
ence to bear lipon the can^lqtiestion, and the 
firm and Unfliiiching manner in which he v^itured 
his whole political fortune on its result^ that his 
name has become ins^arable from the history of 
tiie canal pdUcy of the slat^; All other persons, 
however ^eftd they may have been in promoting 
the desired result^ mad^ the canal no more than a 
^secondary consideration in their r^^>ective projects 
of ambition. Its success oi* failtire would neither 
have <&letated nor depressed 0iem in the public 
view, virhile witji Clinton it was the primary object 
of bi^ aspirations; and its Stidcess so ihr exalted 
him in tbe eye of the people, thaft his poMtical op^ 
ponents were finsdly compiled to^ »ker with ap- 
parent ardottr into tlie support of the canal pi^cy 
for the purpose of defeating lunk 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

Clinton is elected Governor of the State of J^Tew^ 
York. — Apparent Calm in Party Feeli'iigs. — 
Causes of renewed Party Violence. — Tompkins 
is held up as a Candidate in opposition to him, 
Clinton^ s Re-^ection. — Farther increase ofPar^ 
ty Violence. — Interference of tlte General Gov^ 
emment*— Personal Hostility added to Feelings 
of Party. — Important Measures recommended 
by Clinton and carried in the Legislature. — 
Character qfhis Speeches to the Legislature. 

CLwroSy who vrm brought, by hk attendance 
on the Le^lati^e, in contact mih a new race of 
political men, with a Legislature c<»nposed of 
parsons to many of whom he had hitherto been a 
stranger, received an accession to his popdarity 
which was speedily manifested in an unexpected 
mann^^ Madison's second t^!tn as president was 
about to ex|Hre, and M<mroe had been elected his 
-successor. Tompkins, who had been re-dected 
goVamor of the state in 1816, was chos^ vice- 
{^resident Many persons appeared to have been 
under the impression that the vacancy left by his 
acceptance of the office must necessarily be sup- 
j^ed duiing ^ remaining part of the t^rm for 
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which he had been elected, by the lieutenant-gov- 
ernor. There was then no ispace left for political 
agitation, or the attempt to bias the opinion of the 
people by self-constituted leaders. When it was 
ascertained that the Constitution required the elec- 
tion of a new governor for the remainder of the 
term for which Tompkins had been chosen, a 
universal expression of opinion in favour of Clin- 
ton's nomination broke forth. His old democratic 
friends in the country joined in the general wish ; 
the federal party, so long his opponents, had ceas- 
ed to exist as an organized faction, and its leaders 
admitted that they could not recall it from its dis- 
banded state to act either in his favour or against 
him. The partisans who occupied Tammany Hall, 
and directed the movements of the democratic par- 
ty in the city, retained the animosity which had 
been engendered by his failMul exertions to msdn- 
tain the public peace endangered at the breaking 
out of the war. A feeble attempt at opposition 
was made by this party,-and Peter B. Porter was 
brought forward as a candidate in opposition to 
Clinton. The struggle, however, was almost nom- 
inal, and the election of Clinton was achieved with 
a unanimity unparalleled, except in the case . of 
his uncle, before party divisions had arisen, and 
while the state was partially overrun by an enemy. 
The spring of 1817 was therefore a period of 
triumph in the life of Clinton. He bad achieved 
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the passage of a.bill which ensured the constructioii 
pf the canal, a result which had for so many years 
been the first object of his wishes ; he had receiv- 
ed the £[lmost unanimous expression of the grati- 
tude of his fellow-citizens for his long and faithful 
services, under circumstances which showed that 
he was not merely the idol of a party ; in addi- 
tion, the successful termination of an ioiportant 
lawsuit had relieved him fr<Hn a state approaching 
1o pecuniary emb€uri:assment. Every trace of po- 
litical division seemed to have been obliterated; 
and those unacquainted with the occult springs 
which influence the actions of politicians thought 
they saw in his inauguration ^ governor the be- 
ginning of a political millennium, in which the 
angry passions and fierce contests that hs^d been 
engaged in the long struggle between the federal 
and democratic parties were to cease their de- 
structive action. Clinton himself, with aU his ex- 
perience, was not free from the delusion, and pro- 
nounced that in politics "all was calm." The 
calm, however, was deceitful, and the precursor of 
a strife more imbittered than any which the annals 
of the politics of the state have recorded. 

So completely had the old party distinctions 
been obliterated, that the Legislature of 1818, 
calling itself republican, chose as senator of the 
United States Rufus King, who had been the can- 
didate opposed to Tompkins in 1816, and was, 
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perhaps, more than any other person, obnoxious to 
the old democratic party. In thk choice, Clinton, 
who had been so long opposed to him, and who, al- 
though repudiated by the suppcwrters of Tompkins, 
had refused to sustain King when held up as can- 
didate for the office of governor, cordially united. 

The opposition to Clinton in the City of New- 
York was, however, unabated, and was qpeedily re- 
enforced by the whole weight of the executive in- 
fluence of the general government. Some attempts 
had been made by mutual friends to bring about a 
good understanding' between Preadent Monroe 
and the governor of New- York, but they were so 
injudiciously managed as to lead more speedily to 
an open breach. Without the nebessity of believ- 
ing the charges, which the opposition have so fre- 
quently made, of direct corraption on the part of 
the general government in the elections of the 
city, it possesses evidently a great and powerful in- 
fluence upon the most active politicians by the num- 
ber and value of its custoru-house appointments. 
The whole of this corps was fordiwith banded 
with the opponents of Clinton's administratiMi. 

Clinton, in his struggle with the federal i>arty, 
had not been sparing in his denunciations and in- 
vectives, nor measured in the tone of his speeches 
and writings. He had also committed the less 
pardonable offence of holding aloof when it was 
expected that he would have joined them. The 
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wounds thus infficted w^e but partially liealed 
ftnd easily reopened. From causes which tit this 
distant date can hardly be appreciated, fifty-one 
gentlefioen, compivang a most ^rmidable array of 
talent and activity, joined in a declaration by which 
thej withdrew diemsdves from the federal party, 
and united with the opponents of Clinton. Many 
of these gentlemen, although opposed to the war 
in its eiu-ly stages, had been actively and gallant- 
ly engaged in the defence of the country when 
tiireatened by invasion; and the leader^ of the 
democratic party in the city were wilEng to accept 
of this service, with the promise xtf their aid in the 
overdirow of Clinton, as a compensation for llieir 
ancient opposition. 

CUnton^ by the rerjr excess of his triumph, had 
become possessed of the whole appointing power. 
The first cooncil of appoii^tment under his admin- 
istration was compoised ^oUy of his fiiends, and 
thUs^ for almost the only session during the exist- 
ence of that body, the whole load of responsibility 
appeared to rest upon the governor. As was natu- 
ral, he gave in appointment a dcldded preference 
to tibe small band of devoted friends who, during 
tiie iqpparent downfall of his political iitf uence 
whidn accompanied his removal firom tiie office of 
mayor, had remained steadfast in their affections, 
lliese were obnoxious firom old fedings to th6 fed- 
eralists, aiKi still more so to &e d^noeratic party of 
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the city, which had been taught to consider them as 
apostates. Froqi this causie, in addition to the dis- 
satisfaction arising from disappointed applications, 
a great loss of popularity arose, and Clinton had 
not in his hands the powerful engine of party dis- 
cipline by which unsuccessful ai^licants for office 
are compelled to hide their grie&. 

The triumph of the canal policy had produced 
discontent in many of the counties which derived 
no direct benefit from it This was artftJly foster 
ed ; and, as^gning to Clinton that prominent agen- 
cy in procuring the passage of the canal bill, and 
creating the canal policy of the state, which was 
afterward denied him by the same persons, an out- 
cry was raised against what was opprobriously 
styled ^^ the big ditch," and against Clinton as its 
projector and supporter. 

The holiest opponents of the canal believed it 
to be a visionary and impracticable sdieme. The 
political foes of Clinton endeavoured to strengthen 
them in this opinion by every possible argument, 
and demanded that his political success should be 
made to depend on the success or failure of that 
project So powerful were these alignments as to 
shake the belief of many of lus most earnest friends, 
and he was strongly urged by many, of them to 
separate his fortunes from an enterprise, the success 
of which was at least doubtful. Clinton reassured 
them by pleading the absolute certainty of its sue* 
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cess, and determined to ri$k the chance of victory 
or defeat on that question alone, which thus be- 
came the main point at issue in the ensuing elec- 
tion. • 

The nnlitia system, as practised in the United 
States, is obnoxious to ridicule. That shopkeepers, 
tailors, and attorneys shall, by virtue of a brevet or 
commission, attach high-sounding military titles to 
their names, may easily be made a matter of mer- 
riment to those who forget that a country shop- 
keeper successfully defended the Niagara frontier, 
aAd carried the war into the enemy's country ; 
that a tailor trained a militia brigade to manceuvre 
as weU as regular troops; and that an attorney 
led the battalions which crossed bayonets with the 
veterans of Wellington, and drove them from the 
field. The ricScule which the system itself may 
be made to provoke, was poured upon the head of 
the fupctionary whence th^ commissions and bre- 
vets issued. /" 

His first term of office had been marked by two 
reforms of great moment in the administration of 
the laws. The first was the reduction of the num- 
ber of justices' courts. These had become an ab- 
solute nuisance; the marshals were permitted to 
act as counsel for the plaintiff in the suit, and 
strong suspicion was entertained of collusion be- 
tween them and the magistrates whence tiiey de- 
rived thrir appointments. At all events, the great 
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number of suits which wcore fl^ded in iavour of 
those who brought bui^^ to the court, gave 
ground for a belief of unfair influence By the 
new law nearly a thousand petty courts ceased to 
exist, with their retinue of official harpies, 

A practice had gradually grown up among attor* 
neys of buying up clainis fop the purpose of prose- 
cutitig them. This had reached to such an extent 
as to amount to a serious evil. Postested ^es, 
and other demands on which the original creditor 
would have hesdtated to incur the costs, were, 
when in the hands of legal men, made the source 
of oppression. This system was abolished by 
law, and the taxable cost^ were, in addition, so 
much reduced as to render it not worth pui^suing. 
The underlings of the legal professipn were much 
enraged at this change, so s|dvantageous for ch- 
arts, and one of th^qa w^ so far carried away by 
his anger as to resign hi^ license in ^ open court 

These reforms fell upon men who are most loud 
and busy at elections, and arrayed their whole 
force in enmity against Clinton. 

Such being the «lemen^ of opposition, a^d sucli 
the weapons it had in it^ pow^r to employ, it only 
remained to s^ek for a suitable candidate to rUn 
against Clinton when the three years for which he 
bad been elected as a substitute for Tompkins 
should have expired. Such a candidate was found 
in Tompkins hinsself, who, although he had rem 
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i^ned the office of govemoF in pf4^ to siecept 
that of vice-president, was induced to oppose 
Clinton ; and although, if successful, he roust re^ 
tilm to the post whence he had considered him* 
self promoted. JWe have already seen wh^t an 
extent of pc^ularity he had acquired ; and he was . 
Ihe most formidable competitor who could possibly 
have been selected. 

Tompkins had. been throughout opposed to the 
<;anal, and his election would in all probability 
Lave been followed by the cessation of all work 
upon it, and .the withdrawal of the funds appro- 
priated as a pledge, except so far as necessary to 
provide for loans already contracted. On this 
election, then, depended in a great measure the 
h(^>es of the system of internal improvement; for 
had Clinton been defeated in this instance, it 
would have been hardly possible to find any pol- 
itician who would have renewed the consideration 
of a question, on which he had been so iHgnally 
defeated. 

The election was contested wiUi great spirit on 
both sides. The southern coimties gave Tomp- 
Idns large majorities, but they were more than 
counteracted by the population of the West, and 
Clinton received about two thousand votes more 
than his opponent. On the other hand, as the di- 
vision of the state into counties and soiatonal dis- 
tricts did not give to the iiew r^ons of ttie We£(t 
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a representation proportioned to their population, 
the House of Assembly rbustered a majority .of the 
friends of Tompkind, by whom also a large pro- 
portion of the vacancies in the Senate were sup- 
pUed. Clinton therefore entered upon Jiis new 
term of office in 1819 along with a hostile Legis- 
lature. 

We have stated that the influence of the ex- 
ecutive of th^ general government was arrayed 
against <!^linton in this election. This influence 
had been gradually growing for several years. 
At the adoption of the Constitution, the minor ap- 
pointments of the custom-house had been chiefly 
given to officers of the Revolutionary army ; and, 
although by far the greater pJirt of these had 
joined the federal party,^Jcffers(Hi would not per- 
mit them to be (Ksturbed. This was in accordance 
with his usual policy, not to remove from office 
without cause; and the mere expression of prefer- 
ence by a silent vote he did not admit to be one. 
The number of this respectable body was rapidly 
thinned by death, while, at the same time, the 
growing commerce of New-York demanded that 
more officers should be appointed than would 
merely fill the vacancies. The appointments were 
generally mmle from among those who had been 
the most active at elections in the support of the 
democratic party. Gaining their offices by such 
means, they did not relax their electioneering ef- 
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forts after appointment, but continued to figure as 
leaders of the party. 

Clinton felt himself aggrieved by the strength 
which this body of active politicians gave to the 
ranks of his opponents. 

In King's county the election had been decided 
against him by the workmen of the navy-yard. 
These, not content with the quiet exercise of the 
elective firanchise, had proceeded to the polls in 
procession, to the soimd of military music. 

Indignant at what he considered an unwarrant- 
able interference in the state elections, Chnton 
could not refrain from alluding to the facts in his 
speech to the Legislature. This body, although 
the fact that all on whom the government could 
exert influence had voted against him was notori- 
ous, affected to doubt his statement, and with little 
courtesy called for proofs. It was trusted, in ma-^ 
long this call, that the links by which the acts at 
the polls were connected with the government at 
Washington could not be detected, and in the ev- 
idence he adduced a part of them was wanting. 
He however proved, in more than one instance, 
that votes were given under the influence of fear 
of loss of office. At the present day, the fact of 
direct influence exerted by the executive is not 
doubted, and the evil has become such that a law 
has been passed by Congress to prevent the offi- 
T 
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cers of the customs from being assessed for the 
support of elections. 

Clinton^ who could not read the secret coun- 
cils of his enemies, unluckily chose by name as 
an active agent of the government in opposing 
him one who was his sincere friend, and had la- 
boured most strenuously to prevent a breach be- 
tween the president and the governor of New- 
Vork, but who, failing in the attempt, for reasons 
very different from personal hostility, was found in 
the ranks of his political opponents. The mutual 
friends of the parties had, however, the gratifica- 
tion to see that, before the lapse of many years, 
amicable relations were restored between them. 

However ably and completely the general truth 
of his allegations was supported by Clinton, the 
Legislature treated the matter as a party question, 
and the only opportunity which has presented it- 
self of examining how far the general govern- 
ment has a right to interfere with state election^ 
was lost It would, however, appear to be abso- 
lutely essential to the consistency of the prindples 
of a free government, that all who derive emolu- 
ment either from the state or general government, 
by an office held during pleasure, should be ipso 
/ado disfi*anchised. 

The violence of party which had been brought 
Into action in this election, so far from subsiding 
after its result was known, became yet greater. 
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An array of talent, 3uch as has rarely been enlisted 
in any political struggle, was brought into action 
by tiie opponents of Clinton. Serious argument, 
satirical poems, and newspaper squibs were shoyir- 
ered upon his policy, his person, and his friends. 
His scientific pursuits, in partictdar, became the 
subject of ridicule. He, on his ade, defended 
himself manfully ; and if he could not consistent- 
ly descend to encounter the wit of his antagonists, 
he met and often foiled them in serious argument. 
These contests were not carried on without ex- 
citing painful feelings. He had to e^i^rience the 
annoyance of seeing men whom he had considered 
as friends, and who were indebted to him for fa- 
vours, arrayed against him. The harmony of the 
canal board itself was broken in \q)on, and he felt 
compelled to pour a torrent of indignant eloquence 
iqion one of his colleagues. A still severer trial 
awaited him in a public conflict with a soldier 
who stood most deservedly high in the estimation 
of his countrymen for bravery and good conduct. 
It is painful to reflect that two such men should, 
by tiie force of party violence, have been brought 
into a position of such deadly hostility. Clinton's 
letters on this occasion are among the ablest of 
his productions, and are master-pieces of the art of 
invective. It may be regretted that he felt it ne- 
cessary to vindicate himself by retorting the at- 
tack upon him; but this course was indispensable 
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in the critical state of his political prospects^ ai|d 
was successful in sustaining his personal dignity 
and that of his office. 

The result of the election had shown that a 
very decided majority of the citizens of the state 
was in favour of the canal policy; for not only 
was every vote given for CUnton that of a friend 
to the enterprise, but there were among the adhe- 
rents of Tompkins some who, a)thou^ the political 
opponents of Clinton, were yet committed to the 
support of that measure. The mode of attack 
was therefore adroitly changed. It was attempt- 
ed to deprive Clmton of all merit in the original 
design of the canal, and all claim to gratitude for 
his exertions in its behalf. He was accused of 
having appn^riated what was due to Morris ; and 
when the true state of their relative services was 
known, obscure names, of which the people had 
never heard, were brought forward to deprive both 
of the honour. It is remarkable, that in this dis- 
cussion, Piatt, who had been the first to propose 
action on the part of the state, instead of com- 
mitting the interests to an incorporated company, 
with Geddes, who had explored the Erie route, 
and demonstrated its practicability, were not even 
mentioned. The former was now classed with the 
friends of Clinton ; the latter, who was probably 
on the same list, would have disavowed anything 
which was not actually his due. Neither, there* 
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fore, were suited for the purpose of lessening the 
merit of the governor. 

During these discussions, the canal commission- 
ers c6ntinued their exertions strenuously. The 
level between Utica and Syracuse was put under 
contract in 1817; ground was broken the 4th of 
July of the same year, and this central portion of 
the canal was finished in 1819. 

Clinton retained, with his office of governor, his 
seat as president of the board of canal commis- 
ffloners, and devoted aH his leisure from the duties 
of the former to the business of the latter. - This 
business he had from the beginning performed 
without any compensation, although by usage he 
might have been fairly entitled to it. He was 
also placed in a position in which he had an 
opportunity of speculating in lands likely to be 
benefited by the location of the canal, and it 
would have been easy to find associates who 
would have purchased in their own names, and 
paid him a share of the profits. This never ap- 
pears to have been even suggested to his mind as 
a temptation. No one dar^ to approach him 
with such proposals ; and any idea of making use 
to his own emolument of the advantages of his 
portion never occurred to him. This course was 
not merely creditable to him as exhibiting his own 
disinterestedness, but firom the force of ^e exam- 



,y Google 



244 AMEEIOAN BIOOBAPHT. 

pie he thus set to his colleagues, and all the en* 
gineers employed upon the work. 

While Clinton acted as governor, the bunness 
of legislation fell, of course, into other hands. The 
governor might indeed recommend in his speeches 
and messages such policy as he approved^ but the 
draught of laws devolved upon committees of the 
two houses. Still, measures were adopted at his 
instance, while he yet was supported by a major- 
ity of the Legislature, which are of sufficient im-r 
portance to be mentioned, but others of no less 
moment, and in whidi he took a lively interest, 
were neglected. 

In his inaugural speech he recommended the 
institution of Savings' Banks and the establishment 
of a Board of Agriculture. These recommenda- 
tions were repeated in his messages to the Legis- 
lature, and both were finally adopted. They have 
each, in their respective sphere, been of great ben- 
efit The Savings' Bank, by affording an oppor- 
tunity for investing small amounts, which would 
otherwise have been expended on .useless ob- 
jects or committed to irresponsible hands, has not 
only increased the comfort and independence, 
but raised the moral character of the labouring 
classes. The Board of Agriculture, vrith its 
branches in every county, has excited an emula<- 
tion among the farmers which has improved their 
methods of cultivation, and has spread throughout 
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the state, by its valuable reports, knowledge pf the 
most useful character. 

He ^Iso recommended, on more than one occa- 
sion, reforms of the criminal code as well as of 
the civil jurisprudence, which were but partially 
acted upon by the Legislature. 

The State of New-York had always exported 
flour, and the increase of agriculture has kept 
pace with that of population in such manner that 
a surplus production of wbeat has been main- 
tained. The soil and climate are highly favoura- 
ble to its culture; and, as experience has proved, 
there was no reason why the flour of New-York 
should not bear as high a character as that of 
any other state. At the time Clinton was elected 
governor, this was far from being the case. Vir- 
ginia and Pennsylvania enjoyed a higher reputa- 
tion in tins respect, and their merchants and 
farmers derived higher profits in consequence. 
Their flour sold in foreign markets from one 
dollar and a half to two dollars higher than that 
of New-York. Clinton satisfied himself that this 
was not owing to any imperfection in the raw 
material, or any fault of the manufacturer pro- 
ducing an average inferiority, but to a careless 
inspection. This, by permitting low qualities to 
pass with the highest brand, brought the whole 
crop down to the value of th<5 lowest in public 
estimation. He therefore, in 1819, proposed an 
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alteration of the inspection law, which did not 
pass, but he at the same time superseded the in- 
spector. The consequence of this movement of 
Clinton has been to exalt the character of the 
brands of the New-York inspection, until they 
rank higher than those of any other state. 

His speeches to the Legislature were replete 
with sound views of policy, evincing the experi- 
enced and patriotic statesman ; and thus, although 
intended for local purposes alone, they were 
sought with avidity throughout the Umon, and 
were awaited with greater interest than the con- 
temporaneous messages of the President of the 
United States. 
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CHAPTER XVm. 



Objections to the old Constitution of the State. — 
AU Parties concur in a desire for its Amende 
ment.-^BUl calling a Convention returned by 
the Council hf Revision. — Clinton's Opinions 
on the subject. — A Law is passed by which the 
call of a Convention is submitted to a popular 
vote. — Alterations made in the old Constitution. 
— Clinton's term of Office is abridged. — He de- 
dines to be a Candidate for rejection. — Acci- 
dent to his leg. — His first Wife dies. — He visits 
the States of Jersey and Ohio. — He visits Penn^ 
sylvania. — He is examined before a Committee 
of the Legislature. — He is removed from his 
Office of Canal Commissioner. — Public Indigo 
nation in Conseqtcence. — Attempt of the General 
Government to tax Vessels navigating the Ca^ 
nal. — Clinton is nominated by the Republican 
Convention at Utica, and again elected GoV" 
emor. — He marries his second Wife. 

The strength of Clinton's opponents in the Le- 
gislature placed him, in a short time after his sec- 
ond election, in the same position to which he had 
brought Jay, namely, in a minority of the council 
of appointment At the same time, moderate men 
U 
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of all parties ^^ished to see this obnoxious feature 
expunged from the Constitution. There was aJso 
a strong and influential body that desired the 
equalization of the elective franchise, which, under 
the old Constitution, was confined in the choice of 
governor and senators to freeholders alone. There 
were others who were satisfied of the inexpedien- 
cy of that feature of the old Constitution which 
vacated the offices of chancellor and judges when 
the incumbents reached the age of sixty years. 
Finally, it was believed by many, that the fact of 
the judicial officers having in the council of revis- 
ion a veto upon the laws passed by the Legisla- 
ture, exposed them to the risk of being tempted, 
and thus impaired public confidence in the purity 
of the bench. All classes of men therefore united 
in a desire that a convention should be called to 
amend the Constitution. 

The moderate and judicious seem to have de- 
sired that the council of appointment should be 
continued, to act as the advisers of the govern- 
or, not as his co-equals in this branch of execu- 
tive authority; and it cannot be doubted that a 
similar provision in relation to the council of re- 
vi^on would have removed the objections to that 
body, and rendered it a most valuable part of the 
government E3q)erience seems to have proved 
since that it would have been better that tiie ex* 
ecutive should have bad a right to resort to the 
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opinicHi of the united wisdom of the bench on 
questions of constitutional law, rather than to the 
advice of the attorney-general, who can rarely be 
independent of a party bias. That judges should 
retire from office at an age when, if activity of 
body begins to decay, the mind is at its maturity, 
seems to be contrary to all natural reason, and re- 
verses the practice of all countries. 

In respect to the elective franchise the question 
is more difficult. Two opinions have been main- 
tained with almost equal force: the one holds that 
the possession of at least a moderate property is a 
test of wisdom and inteltigence well suited to be 
a standard of the qualifications of an elector, while 
the ownership of the soil gives him a personal in- 
terest in the stabiUty of government and national 
prosperity, which he who has no such ties can 
never feel ; nor, as it was maintained, could the 
vesting of power exclusively in such hands ever 
degenerate into an aristocracy, so long as the equal 
divifflon of property among all the children of the 
same parents was mamtained both by law and 
custom, and all possibility of creating entails was 
prevented. This opinion has been stigmatized as 
aristocratic, but has been defended as the true 
principle of fireedom, and in its favour the exam- 
ple of Rome has been adduced, which retained its 
republican institutions so long as the comitia cen- 
turiata constituted the sovereignty, but fell first 
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into anarchy, and finally into a military despotism^ 
as soon as the distinctions arising from taxable 
property, which formed the^basis of that mode of 
voting, were abolished. 

On the other hand, it has been maintained, that 
as it is the very principle of American liberty 
that a]) men are bom free and equal, any distinc- 
tion in the right of voting is in opposition to it 
Clinton, who, during his whole political course, 
placed the firmest reliance upon the virtue and 
intelligence of the people, was of the latter opin- 
ion, although it does not appear that he carried 
hi^ views of the extension of the franchise to the 
length it has now reached. To the will of the 
public, expressed in their primary assemblies, he 
always appealed as the tribunal of last resort on 
political questions; and, next to the canal, the dar- 
ling object of his later years was to bring the 
choice of electors of president immediately to the 
people. 

In the general wish that the Constitution should 
be amended, Clinton participated, and the call of 
a convention for the purpose was recommended by 
hrni in his message. The Legislature, although 
in opposition to him, was obedient to the popular 
will, and a law directing the election of delegates 
to a convention was passed. In passing this law, 
the Legislature virtually assumed the sovereign 
power to be vested in it, and the convention 
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would have acted under an authority having its 
source in the Senate and Hoitee of Assembly. In 
this view of the subject Clinton did not concur. 
He conceived that the sovereignty resided of 
right in the people convened in their primary 
assembUes. When the bill, as passed by the Le- 
gislature, came before the council of revision, he 
pointed out this defect in its principle, and by his 
casting vote it was returned to the Legislature. 
Here it was recommitted, and a new law framed, 
by which the question whether a convention should 
be called was submitted to a direct vote at the 
popular elections. 

This vote was in the affirmative by a large ma- 
jority, and a convention was in consequence chosen, 
which assembled at Albany. The political opponents 
of Clinton took advantage of his act in the coun- 
cil of revision to represent him as opposed to all 
change ; and although, to all appearance, but little 
party spirit was manifested in the election of dele- 
gates, it was adroitly managed in such manner 
that but few of his immediate friends were chosen. 

The convention numbered a great many per- 
sons who had been distinguished in the party war- 
fare of the state, and several who had held impor- 
tant public stations during the prevalence as well 
of the federal, as of the democraCtic party. Be- 
tween these it was supposed that a broad distinc- 
tion existed in relation to the limit of the right 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



262 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

of sufirage. The federal party, it was believed, 
held the doctrine of the English republicans, and 
which had been the basis of tb^ arguments by 
which the American Revolution was justified ; 
namely, that taxation and i^presentation should 
be coextensive. It was, in consequence, expected 
that the members of the convention who had be- 
longed to this party would have opposed any far- 
ther extension of the right of suffrage in the elec- 
tion of members Of Assembly, and been reluctant 
to do away with the freehold qualification in the 
voters for governor and senators. 

The democratic party, on the other hand, had 
secured its ascendency by avowed obedience to the 
popular will, and an effort on its part to deprive 
the fireeholders of their peculiar privileges was to 
have been expected. 

To the surprise of those who were not acquaint- 
ed with the secret springs of action, all parties ex- 
hibited an anxiety to outbid each other for popu- 
larity, by extending the right of voting for all 
ofiices to the widest possible limit. More doubt 
and hesitation was shown at first by the old repu1>- 
licans than by those who had been counted as fed- 
eralists ; but the desire of appearing on the popu* 
lar side prevailed with all, and no requisite was 
demanded in any voter except citizenship and res-< 
idence. 

The security of the institutions of the State of 
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New-York, and ^f the life, liberty, and property 
of its inhabitants^ must henceforth depend on the 
virtue and intelligence of a majcMrity of its voters. 
It is not to be disguised, that many anxious pa- 
triots entertain forebodings that the exiperiment has 
been extended too &r, and may not be successful. 
No doubt need be entertained of the permanence 
of the mere forms of republican instituticms, but 
their fears point to a diminution in the sanctity of 
property, and of security for persons who may be^ 
come obnoxious to popular displeasure from vio- 
lence unautiionzed by law. Such gloomy forebo* 
dings are, however, founded on a belief that the 
new classes of voters are ignorant and vicious; 
against which we have a sure remedy in the uni- 
versal exten^on and beneficial influence of the 
common sdiool system. 

By the Constitution framed by this convention 
the council of appointment was abolished, the right 
of nomination being vested in the governor, and 
ihe concurrence of the Senate was rendered ne- 
cessary. Thecouncil of revision was also abolish- 
ed, and the veto vested in the governor, subject to 
a reversal by a vote of two tiiirds of the members 
of bo& houses. The objectionable feature in rela- 
tion to the judges was retained, lowing how, in 
such instances, party spirit and feelings of individ- 
ual dislike may prevail over considerations of pub- 
lic good. The chancellor and judges had not 
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joined the party in opposition to Clinton, and 
there was not sufficient manliness to point them 
out directly by allowii^ their offices to expire on 
their reaching the age to which the old Constitu- 
tion had limited their term, and ordaining that 
their successors should remain on the bench to a 
more advanced period of life. 

The convention mustered a decided majority of 
the opponents of Clinton. In spite of this, the ca- 
nal policy, for which he had so long contended, 
was triumphant. Clinton's belief in the correct- 
ness of the final judgm«it of the people was jus- 
tified; and those who had on former occasions been 
the opponents of the canal, were now compelled, 
by public opinion or by their own convictions, to 
support its policy. The canal was made inaliena- 
ble by any act of the Legislature ; and the fund, 
which had before been pledged by law, was now 
established more firmly by a clause in the Consti- 
tution. 

The new Constitution,.by changing the day on 
which the legal year began from the 4th of July 
to the 1st of January, abridged Clinton's term of 
office ; and it Was believed by many that the de- 
sire to remove him had been the real object of this 
change. 

A new division of parties had arisen, founded 
on the claims of different individuals to the presi- 
dential chair. Mr. Monroe had undertaken to 
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govern without reference to the ancient divisians 
of party, and three candidates for the succession 
started from his ovna^ cabinet General Jackson 
and Mr. Clay were also named ; and there were 
not wanting many persons in other states who 
would gladly have given their suffrages for Clin- 
ton himself. In the State of New-York, Messrs. 
Crawford and Adams were the prominent candi- 
dates, and parties were formed in support of their 
respective pretensions. With neither of these 
would Clinton connect himself, and he would not 
appear as a candidate for the office himself. He 
therefore resolved not to be a candidate for the 
office of governor, which would have required his 
uniting himself to one ol these parties, or coming 
forward as a candidate for the presidency. 

The long sway of a party opposed to him in the 
Legislature, and the proscription to which all who 
avowed themselves his friends were exposed, had 
the effect of terrifying all aspirants for poUtical 
influence or lucrative offices from his side; and the 
artful policy of his enemies, in adopting his favour- 
ite measures, had left him without the power of 
joining issue with them in an appeal to the popu- 
lar voice. Joseph Yates was elected in his stead, 
overcoming a feeble opposition on the part of Sol- 
omon South wick. 

In the summer of 18 18, Clinton met with an ac- 
cident which caused the fracture of his leg. His 
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recovery was slow and painAiI, and be was com* 
pelled for some time to use crutches ; nor did he 
ever wholly overcome a dight ^lameness. This in- 
jury had an unfav<wirable effect upon his health, 
by rendering him unable any longer to take the 
exercises to which he had been accustomed, and 
in which he took pleasure. He had been in the 
habit of riding much on horseback, and was fond 
of field sports ; from both of these he was now 
debarred ; and to this change in his habits, from 
active to sedentary, may be ascribed the gradual 
approach of that disease, which csmried him off in 
the zenith of his faculties. 

This accident was preceded by a severe afflic- 
tion in his family, the loss of his wife, who, in 
the language of his diary, " retired to another and 
better world with characteristic fortitude." 

The retirement of Clinton from office did not 
cause him to cease from his exertions for the pub- 
lic good, but rather extended the sphere of his 
beneficial action. If, in his native state, there 
were those who doubted the importance of his 
agency in creatmg the canal policy, and others 
who, with better knowledge, denied him due hon- 
our, he was, in other parts of the Union, fully ap- 
preciated ; and those who, with just views of duty, 
sought to extend to their own states the benefits 
of the policy so successful in New-York, appealed 
to his powerful aid. 
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In the State of New-Jersey an old project had 
been revived for the^ construction of the Raritan 
and Delaware Canal. The great importance of 
this measure, in a national point of view, had been 
developed in the report of Mr. Gallatin. At the 
same time, a novel and almost unexampled plan 
of a caaal across the great Atlantic ridge from the 
Passaic to the Delaware had been brought for- 
ward. The friends of the latter measure request- 
ed Clinton to visit the region and mquire into its 
practicability. Having satisfied himself that the 
means proposed were feasible, he drew up a re- 
port on the subject, urging that this canal should 
be constructed by the. state. Some weeks after, 
on the invitation of th^ state authorities, he visited 
Trenton. Here he not only enforced by persona', 
communication the opinion he had already given, 
but exhorted the two rival sections of the state t^ 
union, and pointed out the advantages of making 
both canals at the expense of the state. In this 
instance his enlightened views did not prevail. 
The Legislature shrunk from the responsibiUty of 
undertaking both canals, and the partisans of each 
were too powerful to allow of the lidoption of the 
other as a state work. Subsequently, the two en- 
terprises have been each intrusted to a chartered 
company, and the result of their operations has 
justified the prescience of Clinton. Enough has 
been done to show that, had the state escecuted 
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them, both must have been profitable; while to the 
companies which have held them, from causes in- 
separably connected with the management of 
chartered companies, they have yielded no profit. 
The Delaware and Raritan Canal has imposed 
tolls so high as to exclude all transit of heavy 
commodities, while the Morris Canal has, by a 
departure from its original plan, and deviations 
from the system on which Clinton's opinion of its 
feasibility was founded, become so costly, that a 
trade as large a^ was anticipated does not pay an 
adequate dividend. The Legislature, too, in order 
to encourage capitalists to embark in this project, 
endowed the Morris Canal Company with banking 
privileges, and these have been so badly managed 
as almost to involve it in ruin. 

He was also invited to visit Ohio. Here his 
views of policy prevailed. That state, after de- 
liberate inquiry into the practicability of a canal 
from Lake Erie to the River Ohio, undertook its 
construction ; and to Clinton the high compliment 
was assigned, although in no official capacity, and 
in the presence of the governor of the state, of 
removing the first earth of the excavation. His 
journey through Ohio was one continued triumph, 
and resembled more the progress of Lafayette 
than the travel of any native citizen of however 
exalted rank or extended popularity. 

In the summer of 1824, Clinton, by invitation. 
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visited the State of Pennsylvania, for the purpose 
of giving the aid of his high authority in the fur- 
therance of the system of internal improvements 
projected in that state. A want of enterprise and 
exertion had hitherto characterized its Legislature, 
and it had intrusted to private companies some 
of the most important lines of communication 
within its limits. In its subsequent awakening to 
a sense of the importance of taking the public 
works into the hands of the state, a desire to meet 
the views of every interest has caused the expan- 
sion of the operations over too great a space. 
Partial dForts have been made in many places, 
and on these an amount of money has been ex- 
pended, which, if apphed to any single objwt, 
must have yielded adequate returns. These un- 
provements do not even pay the interest on their 
cost; and, by a want of foresight, no adequate 
funds were provided in advance to meet such an 
emergency. The example of this great and opu- 
lent state, which is at present paralyzed in its ex- 
ertions for the want of wise and decided measures, 
may serve to show of how great importance it was 
to the State of New-York that there was in it one 
person possessing sufficient weight and influence 
to direct its energies in a more skilfuh manner. 

Clinton seemed bom to illustrate in his own 
person the fickle character of attachments found- 
ed on political considerations. Up to the year 
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1812 he had been &e idol of the democrade 
party in the State of New- York, and had been 
their almost unanimous nominee for the office of 
president of the United States; but when the in- 
fluence of the general goremment was exerted 
against him, all the leading pcditicians^ with rare 
exceptions, abandoned him. Nor w^e they con- 
tent ^ith this, but commenced attacks upon him 
until he was removed from the mayoralty. His 
subsequent elevation to the office of governor was 
a spontaneous act of the people, in which politi- 
cians by profession had little to do; but he was at 
once surrounded by those who had persecuted him 
in his adverse fortunes. The close of his second 
term as governor was attended by a similar deser- 
tion of political men ; and in the Legislature which 
first met under the new Constitution, hardly a man 
was to be found bold enough to avow himself the 
adherent of his fortunes. 

In the succeeding Legislature the case was still 
stronger, and to coldness was added direct injury* 
He was, in the first place, called before a commit- 
tee of the Legislature to be examined on the sub- 
ject of the canals. The examination, it is said, 
was not conducted with any of the courtesy to 
which the rank he had recently held in the state 
would have seemed to entitle him. It would ap- 
pear to have been intended to afford grotmds for 
the justification of an act which the leaders of the 
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dominant part}' had resolved upon, but they fail- 
ed in fmding arty. The act, however, was not, 
for that reason, left undone. On the last day of 
the ses^on of 1824, a resolution was introduced 
into the Senate removing Clinton from his office as 
canal commissioner. This resolution was carried 
without debate, and with but three dissenting voi- 
ces. In the House it prevailed by a v6te of more 
than two thirds of the members ; no speech was 
made in justification or explanation of it, and the 
only oppo^tion in words was an eloquent and in- 
dignant speech, made on the spur of the occasion 
by Cunningham, of Montgomery county, a man 
whose honesty of purpose, independence of char- 
acter, and promising talent were prematurely lost 
to the state. 

At the time of this vote Clinton had been for 
fourteen years steadily engaged in promoting the 
cause of the internal navigation of the state, and, 
whether in or out of office, had received no com- 
pensation for these services. It seems to have 
been believed by the leaders in this immerited 
insult, that Clinton had entirely lost all his popu- 
larity, and that it was only necessary to deprive 
him of the Uttle influence which the office of ca- 
nal commissioner gave him, in order to close his 
political career for ever. In both views of the 
subject they were mistaken. Clinton, although 
to appearance abandoned by all his mere pohtical 
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partisans, had lost none of his well-earned popu- 
larity with the people at large, and this act of the 
Legislature seiTed to call this popularity into ac- 
tion. The news of his removal had no sooner 
reached the principal towns in the state, than 
meetings were called to express the popular in- 
dignation at the removal of Clinton from the office 
he had so long and so worthily held. In the City 
of New-York, not less than ten thousand persons 
assembled at the call; and the proportionate num- 
bers were much greater in other places, for the 
city still continued to be the seat of his most ac- 
tive opponents. Many of these, however, united 
in the proceedings, and the chairman of the city 
meeting was Colonel Few, who had long been op- 
posed to him in politics. 

The term of office of Governor Yates was about 
to expire, and a convention was assembled to nom- 
inate a candidate for the succession. At this con- 
vention, Clinton, much to the surprise of those 
who had considered him as completely fallen. Was 
tf.: once proposed as a fit person to be selected. 
A discussion arose, which ended in the retirement 
of the delegation of the City of New-York and a 
few others, amounting in all to twenty members. 
After the secession of this party, the nomination 
of Clinton was concurred in with absolute ima- 
nimity. 

The overwhelming influence which was brought 
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to bear upon this convention by the popular voice, 
arose in a great degree from a correct appreciation 
of the value of his services in securing the con- 
struction of the canal and the triumph of the pol- 
icy of internal improvement It was also aided 
by the strong interest which Clinton took in the 
question of the manner of <?hoosing the electors of 
president. This had been hitherto done by the 
Legislature ; and a strong effort, in which Clinton 
aided, was now making to give the choice direct- 
ly to the people. Those politicians who, with the 
loudest professions of obedience to the popular 
will, held the power in their hands throi^h a ma- 
jority of the Legislature, were averse to parting 
with it, and the contrast between their professions 
and acts had no little effect inj-estoring the influ- 
ence of Clinton. 

An important question had also arisen in respect 
to the navigation of the canal. Its size was such 
that the vessels which navigate it fall within the 
description of those required to receive licenses 
from the custom-houses of the general govern- 
ment Although the administration wa^ in the 
hands of those professmg an exclusive attachment 
to state rights, an attempt was made to extend the 
authority of the officers of the customs over the 
Tassels navigating the canal. As the canal lies 
wholly within the limits of a single state, this 
attempt codd not be justified upon the grant of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



264 AMERICAN BIOGRA|>HT. 

powers to regulate dther fpreigp commerce or that 
between the states. To have brought this plan 
into operation would have been a gross and un- 
warrantable usurpation, and as such it was con- 
sidered by all those who had a proper feeling of 
the rights of their native state. There was, how- 
ever, a moment when it appeared probable that 
the attempt to enforce tliB measure would be suc- 
cessful. It therefore became necessary to unite 
all the strength which could be collected in op- 
position to it. It was seen and felt that Clinton 
was the leader under whose direction this opposi- 
tion might be most efficiently brought into action, 
and that in the x)ffice of governor alone he would 
have the power necessary to counteract the con- 
templated usurpation. 

The party which had withdrawn from the con- 
vention did not submit quietly to its decisions, but 
nominated Colonel Young, the former colleague 
of Clinton in the canal board, as a candidate in 
opposition to him. His nomination, however, met 
with a signal defeat, and Clinton was elected gov- 
ernor by a majority over his opponent of upward 
of sixteen thousand •votes. 

We have in this place to ^eak of Clinton's 
second marriage, which occurred before the close 
of his second term of service as governor. The 
lady whom he chose was Miss Catharine Jones, 
^e daughter of p^. Thomas Jpo^ M. ecQuiAei^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



physician in the City of New-York. It •would ap- 
pear, from passages and extracts in his common- 
place book, that the propriety of contracting a 
second marriage ha;t been a subject of serious re- 
flection, and that his judgment was fully satisfied 
that the step was an expedient one. Of this esti- 
mable Udy, who still survives, feelings of delicacy 
wifl prevent us irom saying more^ 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Success of the Canal Policy. -^SUvet Vases are 
presented to Clinton bp the Merchants of JVetr- 
York. — He is invited by Mr* Adams to serve as 
Minister to Great Britain, and declines. — Great 
Celebration of the opening of the Canals— JSTew 
and important Public Works recommended by 
Clinton^-^His plan of a Board of Public Works. 
— Antimasonic Excitements-Coalition to defeat 
Clinton^ s election as Govemor^-^He is, notvnth^ 
standings re-^lected. 

In conformity with the election of which we have 
spdcen^ Clinton resumed his seat as Governor of 
the State of New-York in January, 1825. He 
now had it in his power to communicate officially 
the triumph of the system of which he had so long 
been an advocate. Little more than seven years 
had elapsed since the first earth was removed from 
the bed of the canal, and it was now approaching 
to completion. In the summer of 1823 boats had 
passed into the Hudson, and the navigation was 
open thence to within a short distance of Buffalo. 
The revenues of the canal fund had derived the 
increase he had anticipated from the very action 
of the canal itsel£ The two principal items were 
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the salt duties and those on auction sales. The 
facilities afforded to the transport of salt had en- 
larged the sphere of its consumption, and thus 
the quantity manufactured had been increased. 
Wealth had been diffused along the line of the 
canal, calling for new articles of luxury and util- 
ity, while the abundance of the products of which 
the City of New-York became the market and the 
place of export, was rapidly rendering it the cen- 
tral point of the import trade of the Union. The 
sales at auction were multiplied from all these 
causes, and a larger revenue accrued. The canal 
itself, although not completed, nor in the reception 
of the trade of the Western Lakes, already yielded 
tolls of an unexpected amount It happened from 
all these causes that Clinton had the satisfaction 
to announce, in his first message to the Legislature, 
that the income of the canal fund, when added to 
the tolls, exceeded the interest on the cost of the 
canal by nearly four hundred thousand dollars. 

A degfree of prosperity unexampled, and hard- 
ly anticipated by the most sanguine, prevailed 
throughout the state. Tte City of New-York, 
which in 1818 had witnessed a decrease in its 
population, and a prodigious fall in the value of 
property, had now recovered its prosperity, and 
was increasing in population and wealth in a ratio 
higher than at any formejr period. The counties 
on the banks of the Hudson, and those on Long 
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Island, whicli had feared a decay in their agricul- 
ture in consequence of the admission of rivals 
from the West in the supply of the city, saw these 
gloomy anticipations contradicted hy experience 
The western parts of the state had been in a man- 
ner created by the opwafion of the canal. The 
regions whence the transport of the p^roduce to the 
Hudson had been equal to its whole value in Al- 
bany, were how placed almost oh equality with 
those upon the Hudson. Land to the west of the 
Seneca Lake was enhanced in value fourfold, and 
that less remote, if not benefited in as high a ratio, 
derived advantages corresponding to its distance. 

The ttiercihtile interest in the city, enjoying a 
degree of prosperity such as the inost sanguine 
anticipations had never contemplated, considered 
t)IintcHi ^s (he prominent cause of the vast increase 
erf trade which the canal had opened. It was 
therefore resolved to take measures fcwr the pur- 
pose of »gnifying to him the lugh oJHmon which 
was entertained by the merchants of his public 
services. With this intention a meeting was call- 
ed, at which it was determined tliai a subscription 
should be raised for ihe purpose o^ purch^ihg ar- 
iicies of plate, to be presented to Clinton as an 
evidence of fhiir gratitude, and to serve as a dura- 
ble memorial of the benefits conferred by him 
upon the City and the State erf New-York. 

"the subscription was speedily filled Up ; lind^ Ip 
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conformity with the intentions of the meeting, two 
large and rich silver vases were procured, and for- 
mally presented to Clinton by a committee on be- 
half of tiie merchants. Valuable as was the ma- 
terial of this present ; much as the workmanship, 
remarkable for beauty of design and elaborate ex- 
ecution, exceeded the material in cost, the gift 
owed its real value to the fact of its being the 
symbol of the unanimous approbation of the most 
intelligent, enterprising, and public-spirited body 
of citizens which could have been collected for 
any object whatever. The merchants of New- 
York belong to all political parties; are connect- 
ed with every diversity of religious sect ; they are, 
besides, divided by variety of interests and occu- 
pations, aiid are actuated by strong feelings of 
rivalry. Oh no other occasion have they ever 
been united in an unanimous expression of opin- 
ion ; and the proverbial acuteness with which they 
discern matters effecting their pecuniary interests, 
renders this spontaneous tribute to the merits and 
services of Clinton a compliment ^ch as has been 
paid to no bther American statesman. 

After his death, these vases, tinder the law of 
the equal distributidn of itiheritarices, were, in the 
absence of a will, necessarily sold. At the sale 
they were purchased by a new subscription, and 
presented to his oldest surviving son. It is in 
instance of this sort that the law abolishmg idl 
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entailment seems hard and impolitic. It might have 
gratified the donors to know that the gift would 
never be alienated from the family of Clinton, and 
the gift would have been enhanced in value to him. 
Clinton had, as we have seen, avoided enga- 
ging himself with the adherents of either of the 
candidates for the presidency in the place of Mr. 
Monroe. The most prominent of these had been 
members of the cabinet of that gentleman, and the 
decided opposition which he had shown to Clinr- 
ton's interests in New-York must have prevented 
him from having any very friendly feeling towards 
them. On the withdrawal of Mr. Crawford, the 
party which had supported him turned their views 
towards Xjeneral Jackson. To him alone of all 
the candidates cpuld Clintoa have any personal 
liking. The friends of Crawford had been the 
agents in his removal from the office of canal com- 
missioner, while the very men who had been most 
mfluential in obtainmg for Adams the electoral 
vote of New-York were those who had seceded 
from the convention by which Clinton was nom- 
inated for governor. Jackson, on the other hand, 
had rebuked, in the very seat of the power of the 
personal opponents of Clinton, the ingratitude of 
the state towards its most tiseful and^istinguished 
citizen. Still it was impossible that Clinton could 
act with the party which, on the withdrawal of 
Crawford, transferred their support to Jackson. 
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Hence, at his election as g^jvernor, he was free 
from all connexion with the friends of either of 
the candidates for the presidency. 

The vote of the electoral colleges was not de- 
cisive ; the choice of president therefore devolved 
upon the House of Representatives, and Mr. Ad- 
ams was elected. This gentleman was no sooner 
made aware of his success, than he determined to 
offer to Clinton the appointment of minister to 
England. The offer was accordingly made, but 
was, without hesitation, declined hy the latter. In 
his refusal, Clinton assigns as the principal reason, 
the obligation he was under to the citizens of his 
native state, who had so recently and by so large 
a majority elected him to the chief magistracy 
There is no need of searching for other motives, 
nor b it probable that any other influenced him at 
the moment It is obvious, however, that Clmton 
would have been brought, by the acceptance of 
the office, into political communion with many 
who had been his opponents from personal enmi- 
ty as well as upon political grounds. A few 
months' experience satisfied him in confirmation of 
the correctness of his decision, that Mr. Adams 
could not hope for a re-election, and that all who 
had become connected with him must share in his 
downfall. 

The office of Governor of the State of New- 
York held out to Clinton, at the moment, induoc- 
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ments for continuance in it which no temptation 
in any other direction could probably have over- 
come. The canal, to which so much of his atten- 
tion had been devoted, and in which he had taken 
so lively an interest, was approaching its comple- 
tion ; and to preside as chief magistrate at the cel- 
ebration of the entire opening of that work, into 
which he, as senior commissioner, had put the first 
spade, was a triimiph such as few men have been 
able to ei^oy. As this great undertaking ap- 
proached its conclusion, preparations were made 
along its whole extent for public rejoicings ; nor 
were such preparations confined to the banks of 
the canal, but extended to the shores of the Hud- 
son and the City of New-York. The water of 
Lake Erie was admitted ihto the canal on the 
26th October, 1826, and the interesting fact was 
announced by signal cannon, which conveyed the 
joyful tidings in a few miputes to the beach of 
the ocean. Immediately thereafter, a flotilla set 
out from the harbour of Buffalo, conveying the 
governor, the canal commissioners, and numerous 
distinguished persons, and bearing the symbolic 
representation of the lake to be wedded to the 
deity of the ocean. At Albany the flotilla was 
increased by an escort of steamboats, and, on en- 
tering the bounds of the City of New-York, the 
corporation and public authorities joined in the 
aquatic procession by which the water of the 
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lake was borne to be mingled with the tide of the 
sea. _ 

Our country: has never witnessed any ceremony 
accompanied by such pomp, nor one which dif- 
fused in every breast such unmingled feelings of 
gratification. All fedings of party spirit were 
suspended, and even Ih^e bitterness of personal 
animosity was for a monent neutralfzed. Clinton 
was received at every place as the chief instru- 
ment of the blessings which had already been ex- 
perienced, but which all felt to be the mere prel- 
ude of what were to follow ; and, while thousands 
had aided in promoting the great deagn, no whis- 
per was heard to indicate that he had any rival in 
the magnitude of his eitertions or the amount of 
his siervices. 

A mind of ordinary character might have been 
content with the glory thus acqmred ; one who 
had attained such a height of reputation without 
deserving it, might have feared to venture it by 
proposing new measures of the same description ; 
while devotion to the cause of the Erie Canal 
ndight have had the eflfedt of renderings even clear- 
sighted persons blind to the value of other plains 
of internal improvement. Clinton was influenced 
by no such feelings. Evte before th* canal was 
completed, and in th6 very act of seating himself 
in the gubernatorial chair, he pointed out to the 
Legislature new chatusels of interna) communic? 
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tion, as likely to be new sources of wealth to the 
state. 

The counties which lie on the right bank of the 
St. Lawrence are naturally rich and fertile, but, 
in consequence of the difficulty of communication, 
land situated in them has rather fallen than risen in 
value since the. internal improvements of the state 
were begun, and the population has shown a dis- 
position to rempve to more accessible regions. A 
part of this country might be brought into com- 
munication with the Erie Canal by means of a 
canal from the valley of the Black River to that 
of the Mohatvk. This, however, would be costly, 
in consequence of the height of the summit level, 
unless some cheaper mode than that of locks could 
be introduced for overcoming it. The mountains 
which occupy so great a portion of the north of 
the state, fall away about the 45th degree of lat- 
itude, and it is obvious that a canal from the St. 
Lawrence to Lake Champlain is practicable. This 
would open the whole of this region, and render it 
accessible to commerce. Clinton recommended 
this Une of communication to the notice of the Le- 
gislature ; and, as the best route would enter partly 
into the British territory, suggests the propriety of 
endeavouring to obtain permission to make the 
canal from the government of Great Britain, or of 
negotiating an exchange for territory in some oth- 
er region. Nothing has been done towards the 
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promotion of this project, and it will rest among 
those instances in which local interests have tri- 
umphed over the public good. 

It had been among the points of policy which 
Clinton had most strenuously supported, that the 
communication with Lake Ontario should be avoid- 
ed. When, however, the completion of the direct 
route to Lake Erie was assured, an important re- 
gion on that lake seemed to demand a communica- 
tion with the great canal. Clinton entered warm- 
ly into the support of this project, and made it the 
subject of a recommendation to the Legislature. 

It has been seen that an imperfect navigation, 
interrupted by portages, had connected the Cayu- 
ga and Seneca Lakes with the Mohawk, but from 
the Erie Canal no communication to those lakes 
had been provided. Canandaigua Lake, which 
had been before reached by no navigation, al- 
though of less extent, lies also in the heart of a 
rich country. The connexion of these three lakes 
with the Erie Canal, appeared to Clinton to be an 
object of great importance, and the consideration 
of this subiect was, in consequence, urged upon 
the Legislature. 

Crooked Lake empties its waters into the Sene- 
ca Lake, and from the head of the former a long 
portage had afforded siccess to the Tioga or Che- 
mung Branch of the Susquehanna. It appeared 
that a canal was practicable ia this direction, and 
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this seemed to Glmton of sufficient importance to 
be made one of the subjects of his first message 
to the Legislature. 

Of these projected canals, those which join the 
Seneca and Cayuga Lakes to the Erie Canal have 
been constructed, in conformity with Clinton's rec- 
ommendations, as has that from the Seneca Lake 
to the Chemung. Those who have entertained 
less liberal views of the policy of the state in re- 
spect to internal improvements, have not failed to 
remark, that the tolls on these canals have not 
met the interest on their cost It seems, however, 
to have been demonstrated, that the state is no 
loser; for, although the receipts collected on the 
lines of these canals fall short of this objept, it is 
to be considered that, if they be added to the tolls 
accruing to the Erie Canal from vessels which en- 
ter it from these lateral navigations, the sum will 
be more than sufficient to meet the interest on the 
cost of these public works. Even did they not 
suffice for this purpose, an. amount of wealth has 
been created by these canals which far exceeds 
their whole cost 

Besides these subjects of general interest, Clin- 
ton did not refuse to devote his attention to mat- 
ters merely locaL Among the most important of 
these was , the project for supplying the City of 
New-York with water. , The necessity of some 
provision for this purpose was also pressed upon 
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the Legislature in his first message. This recom- 
mendation^ although not acted upon at that time, 
was the first step towards that grant of additional 
powers to the corporation of J^ew-York, Avhich 
has led to the execution of the plan of bringing 
water from near the sources of the Croton for the 
supply of the teeming population of that city. 

The same message contains a recommendation 
that a board of public works should be " constitu- 
ted, with authority to consider and report on all 
subjects relative to the establishment of commimi- 
cations by land and water, by roads, railways, 
bridges, canals, apd water-courses, with a general 
superintending power over their construction." 
In relation to this plan he remarks, " The field of 
operation, and the harvest -of honour and profit, are 
unbounded : and if our resources are wisely ap- 
plied and forcibly directed, all proper demands for 
important avenues of communication may be an- 
swered in due time and in proper extent" No 
one can look uppn the course which events have 
taken since his decease without bemg satisfied of 
the wisdom of this recommendation, and of the 
gre^t advantage the state would have derived from 
a board exerdsing a superintendence over all 
plans of improvement, in the place of one confi- 
ned in its operations to the Erie and Champlain 
Canals. 

Tj^ year ;18^5 w^ marked by an inddoit 
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which produced a change in the aspect of partiesr, 
and for a time set at defiance the calculations of 
the most experienced politicians. 

A person of the name of Morgan, residing at 
Batavia, in Genesee county, had iindertaken to 
publish the secrets of freemasonry. This had been 
resented by some over-zealous brethren of the craft, 
and the obnoxious party was abducted, nay, in all 
probability, murdered. For this act there can be 
no possible defence. However guilty, in a moral 
sense, may have been the individual who had vio- 
lated the solemn oaths by which it is said the ad- 
mission to this fraternity is guarded, it was not a 
crime in the eye of the law ; and, in a well-regu- 
lated community, the right of inflicting punishment 
even for legal offences is not to be exercised by in- 
dividuals or associations. 

Many have presumed, from the vengeance with 
which Morgan's publication was visited, that he 
had revealed at least a part of the treasured secrets 
of masonry ; and the only actual ground of fear to 
which that association was subjected, is to be found 
in the puerile character of the ceremonies it unfolds. 
They are, in truth, unmeaning in themselves, and 
mere contrivances to prevent the admission of 
the uninitiated, by requiring the remembrance of 
words, signals, and ceren^onies, which could not 
easily be compassed or imitated by those who had 
not received the key* It b, however, said by 
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WHoe, diat this asBodatboy daiying its origin from 
tbe arc^iHeots of those toagnific^t temples which 
illustcated Hm ages called dark? possesses many 
noble aad sublime traditioiis ; that it imbodies the 
mjTstie knowledge of the Templais, and a iradition- 
ary learning, whose eouoimt may be estimated from 
the contrast which the skill and science displayed 
in those edifices esddbits, when compu:!ed with 
ilie ignonmce and barbarism c^ tibe ages when 
they were erected. Odieis claim for it a still 
more aaiment origin, and trace it to tbe builders of 
the temples of Egypt, which repiain, after the 
lapse of forty centuries, to attest the genius and 
talent of thdr founders. 

Whatever be its oi^in, masonry has, beyond a 
d(mbt, been applied to some of tbenoUest purpo- 
4ses, b»t may readily be perverted to those of a 
orkninal Or dangerous diaractcar. In our Revolu- 
ticmary struggle, its lodges w«?e. tbe places in 
which patriots and statesmen matured schemes of 
reristdnoe to BntiA power f and the calamities of 
war wei^ in more than one instaiice rdieved by 
the foebf^ of mesoiiic ties. On tbe Continent of 
Europe tiiqr haire been ^ veoeptacle of the aq^ 
rants for release from liie aii»itcaiy power of dvil 
ndecs and the sanguinary tyranny of a perseoutti^ 
duirdi* Tbe chaiact^ of a freenmson bad thus 
become, in Italy, Austria, and Spaiir, a marie for 
proscription. In Mexico, the two rites of York 
Y 
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and Scotland have been made the rallying-pointf 
of parties in the state. In the United States, initi-^ 
ation to masonry has, to all appearance, been con- 
ducive to the advancement of political men ; but, 
as it is acces^ble to both parties, it does not ap* 
pear to have influenced the triumphs or defeats of 
either. 

It is. one of the peculiarities of tlus mysterioud 
transaction, that there is little or nothing contain* 
ed in the work of Morgan which had not pre- 
viously been published in England towards the 
close of the last centuiy, without exciting remark. 
Many have, in consequence, imagined that his 
sole object was to make money by the sale of a 
book, whi<^ might, to the uninitiated, appear to be 
a revelation of the object of their curioaity, while 
it was, in truth, no breach of the -cmth of secrecy^ 

Clinton had become a freemason at an early 
age, and had been dected finally to the highest 
offices of the association. In tfaia capacity, it ap- 
pears from his ccvrespondence, that he was repeat- 
edly applied to for advice as to the obligation of 
the masonic engagement Replies to such appli- 
cations occur in his letter-book long before the ex- 
citement caused by the disappearance of Morgan 
arose. They are of unif6rm tenour, aQd declare 
the masonic covenant to be inferior in obligation to 
the duties of the man, the citizen, and the Chri9- 
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ten, to which, if found in opposition, it, in hicf 
opinion, ought in all respects to yield. 

The abduction and probable murder of Morgan 
caiised an excitement whidi can only be regarded at 
the present day as a pasaonate dream. It was not 
directed agmnst the individuals who had been in- 
strumental in the unhallowed act alone, but against 
all the members of the society, and was seized 
upon by political aspirsmts as a means of bringing 
them into notice and raising them to power. To 
tiie party thus formed Clinton was necessarily ob- 
noxious, froto the lofty station he held in the broth- 
ediood. He had, in consequence, a most difficult 
part to play ; for, while his duty as tbe:chief magis- 
trate of die state called upon him to take meas- 
ures, for the dbcpvery and apprehension of the of- 
fenders, the sweeping nature of Jhe denunciations, 
and the hostile partisan ^irit of which they were 
the expression, w^re offensive to him as a man, and 
injurious to him as a politician. He did not, how-% 
ever, falter in the strict fiilfilm^ of his duties ; eve- 
ry power of his mind, ev^ pra'ogatiye he pos- 
sessed as governor, were called into action for the 
purpose of bringmg the offenders to justice; and 
the anxiety he f^ that the supremacy of the law 
should be vindicated, seems to have pressed iq)on 
his already declining health. On the other hand, 
he could not avoid e^qpressing his surprise, that the 
unauthorized and disavowed acts of a few ill-judg-: 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fiSSt A.MEftICA.K BIQGRAPHT. 

ittg persons should be made the grounds of pro- 
scription against aU the members of the masonic 
fraternity. 

The AmS of one of the frontier counties ww 
accused of participation m the abduc^on al Mor« 
gan. The governor forthwith propoi^nded to him 
a series ot writtat kiterrogatoiies relative to his 
agency in the transaction, and, on his refusal to 
answer, issued a poclamation removing him from 
office. This person, it is to be recoUected^ was his 
steadfast friend said political su|qK)rt»r; but he 
would not allow any personal considerati(»s to 
weigh against the public interest 

In an interview which die removed di^iff 
sought, he said, ^^ Strong as is my attachment to 
you, I will, if you are guilty, exert ur^ self to have 
you piunished to the utmost extent of the laws." 
To which the trembKng culprit r^ied, in fidteiing 
tones, ^^ I have done nothing wor&y of diains or 
death." 

It is to be feared that this is the last instance of 
such stem polHical virtue. The politicians of the 
present day,&Lr from emulatiRg the e^campk erf' tlie 
elder Brutus^ seem to be willing to screen the ciia»* 
mal acts of their sdherei^; and it is more than 
in^uated, &at party devotion .has been accepted 
as an excuse for the faithful disc^rge of tiie dn* 
ties of office, and served as a soreen for actual 
malversationa 
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The formation of a political party upon the ma- 
sonic question, not only in the Stafte of New-York, 
but in those of Penn^hrania, Vermont, and New- 
Jersey, is not an isolated instance of the avidity 
with M^ndi political aiqnrants seek out any inci- 
dent On wbidi to ground partisan agitation* It is, 
however, of all that have been thus chosen, per- 
haps the most singular, and the least promising to 
lead to any of the desired results. The excitement 
which naturally prevailed in the immediate neigh- 
bomhood where the crime was committed, was 
not of the sort that could be propagated to a great 
distance ; and those who, without feeling it, un- 
dertook to spread it from motives of cool calcula- 
tion, were grievously-disappointed^ for the diversion 
it caused in the array <>f parties became the sure 
means of confirming the power of their adversaries. 

When CUnton became a candidate for re-elec- 
tion in 1826, the fact of his being a mason was 
made use of to diminish his popularity. This ar- 
gument had its most powerfiil effect in the very 
region where his greatest strength lay ; namely, in 
the part of the state west of the Cayuga Lake. 
A formidable coaUtion was also formed against 
him from materials to all appearance the most dis- 
cordant. The old supporters of Mr. Crawford as 
a candidate for the presidency were leagued with 
the adherents of the existing administration, and to 
the latter were added many of the friends of Mr. 
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Clay. The influence of the custom-house and 
that of the cmidl jcommissioners were called into 
action to defeat the election of Clinton. Judge 
Rochester was held i^ by this coalition as a can- 
didate for the office of goven^or. The opponents 
of Clinton were unable to make any impression on 
his well-merited popularity with the people 5 but 
that very popularity was the cause of an over-con- 
fidence on the.p^ of his firiends. From these 
causes the vote was so far diminished fix)m that of 
the previous election, that it was estimated that 
from twenty to thirty thousand voters did not 
put in their ballots ; and all of these were persons 
who, had they voted, would have voted for Clinton. 
In spite pf this remissness on the part of his firiends, 
he was re-elected by a majc»rity of upward of four 
thousand. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Clinton^ s views of Religious Worship.-'^His Set' 
vices to the Presbyterian Education and Bible 
Societies. — His occasional Addresses. — Great 
change in the Relations of Parties. — Clinton 
recommends the Road through the Southwest" 
em tier of Counties. — His Illness and Death. — 
Political Reflections.^— Description of Clinton^ s 
Person, and Remai*ks on his Character. — lllus- 
trations of the importance of his Services in 
promoting the Canal Policy of the State. 

Clintch^'s early ediu^tion had been strictly re- 
ligious. The habits of family won^p and cate- 
chetical instruction which the first American set- 
tler of the race had brought from the land of his 
forefathers, were msdntained by General James 
Clinton. Their faith was, as we have seen, that 
of the Presbyterian Church. In the excitement of 
parties growing out of the French Revcdution, 
many of those who were in favour of the alliance 
6f the United States with France, and of the dem- 
ocratic party in g^i^ral, either openly avowed 
principles of infideUty, or silently gave up the 
forms of attendance upon Christian worship. In 
this respect the example of Jefferson was perni- 
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cious/ for his opposition to an established churdi 
seems to have carried him to the oppo^te extreme 
of discountenancing all public expression of reli- 
gious feeling. In spite of llie intimate political 
connexion of the <;Jlinton8 with Jefferson, they 
were not tainted ttthet with the feelings of luke- 
warmness or the errors of infidelity. Clinton's 
alliance with a Quaker family in tfie early part 
of his life, may have render^ him less tenacious 
of the rites which t^er Christian sects insist upon, 
and which that denomination has r^ected ; but of 
the essentials of reli^on he was, €y^ when press- 
ed by political care and persoaal an^eties, a reg- 
ular and conscientious abservar. While holding 
the office of mayor, his punctusd attendance with 
his family on the puUip Mvricestif thd Pre^yte- 
rian Chiurdi net only marked his own belief Init 
served RS an exam^de to others. WiUi the v^ier- 
able Dr. Rodgers, flie senior pasbr of the associar 
ted <x)ngregationB of ihat dennmhudkton, and with 
the Rev. Dr. Mill^, one xd lus colleagues, be was 
in habits of close and feuniEar u^um^j; and the 
adhesion of these poua land exemplary men to the 
political party to wtidi dbiton bdiniged, served 
as R complete refutation of ihe opinion which 
united liie democratic cause with the inqpioiis 
principles of the French Jaoofains. 

On Tm removal to Albany, the same attention 
to the external fixms of rehgioB was mua&St, 
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and he became a communicant of the Presbyteri- 
an Church. In the conflict of rival .creeds, the 
several sects must look to the influence and char- 
acter of Aeir lay members as the proof of the be- 
nign influence of their tenets, and as die temporal 
support of their principles. The Presbyterian 
Churdi, in consequence, prided itself, at least as 
much as such pride in spiritual matter^ is war^ 
ranted, in the possesion of Clinton as a member, 
and he, in return, roidered it important services. 

Of the numeroiw and munificent charities of the 
Presbyterian Church, that which is intended to pro- 
vide for the education of poor and pious, young 
men for its ministry is pefhaps &e most benefi- 
cial in its infhences. In the ever-growing popu- 
lation of our country, die means of religious in- 
struction have in general been behind die increase 
of numbers, and always in arrear of the exten- 
sion of our settlonents. The Presbyterian Church, 
holding that the days of inspiration are past, makes 
a sound education, and proficiency in human knowl- 
edge, preliminaries, to the reception of its ordina- 
tion. In this it has acted with temporal wisdom, 
as well as with sound vievsrs of the spiritual benefit 
of its members. Nothing is so likely to bring re- 
ligion into contempt as ignorance on the pa|l of 
those who assume to be its teachets. Zeal iwith- 
out knowledge is almost certain to run into fanat- 
ical excess; and the exposition of Christian doc- 
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trine reqmres, m the absence of the supernatural 
gifts Avhich distingmshed the early age of the 
church, no small extent of . classical learning. 
The rapid improvements of science are continually 
renewing the question how fsgr its discoveries are 
cwisistent with the real truths of revelation. An^ 
tiquated interpretations of texts have been found- 
ed on ancient theories in physics, which modem 
ii;nprovements have exploded. The scoffer has 
taken advantage of such a^^rent contradiction, 
and has apphed it to the propagation of infidel 
doctrines. The churchman who shall neglect to 
become acquaii^ed with scientific principles, and 
to watch the progress of phydcal knowledge, 
mav, in the arguments which the uidimited free- 
dom of discussdon that the institutions of our coun- 
try so wisely and fortunately admit o^ become 
involved in a dilemma which, to the uninformed 
and unreflecting, may be the foundation of infidel 
opinions^ All are aware o£ the injury wtuch was 
done to the Cbnsdan belief of many anxious in- 
quirers, by the pertinacious opposition of ov^- 
zealous churchmen to the discoveries of geology, 
which, although for a time rejected by them, are 
supported by sudb irrefragable evidence, tiiat no 
one who inquires can possibly refuse his assent 

It is also of vast importance that a large pro- 
portion of the teachers of reUgion should be taken 
from among those in moderate circumstances, or 
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evoi in poverty. Tlie habits of those who are 
reared among the more opulent classes of society, 
particularly when linited with those formed m 
scholastic institutions^ are a bad preparation for 
the hardships and privations of a frontier settle- 
ment ^ while the spiritual Welfare of the people is 
generally best promoted by a pastor who can en- 
ter into the feehngs and umte in the society of his 
parishioners. 

Of the Education Society, founded to promote 
such objects in the Presbyterian Church, Clinton 
was a valuable and useful member, and held for 
several years the ofiice of vice-president 

While he thus manifested his preference for the 
form of worship preferred by his forefathers, he 
was influenced by no feelings of sectarian bigotry*. 
Tlie mere forms of worship, and even differencea 
in tenets, he regarded as iHrimportant, so far as the. 
puUic was concem€d,-provided the reUgion pro- 
fessed product its proper influence on the lijfe and 
morals; 

Of the institutions of human origin, that which 
has tended in the highest degree to extend the 
knowledge of the Christian faith in distant lands, 
and ta enlarge its influence m our own, is the 
Bible Society. Of this inestimable institutioii 
Clinton was one of the first officers, and held (or 
some years previous to his death the office of a 
vice-president 
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In addition to his numerous reports on suligects 
of national interest, his speeches to the Legida- 
ture, and the many laws of which faefurnishkl the 
draughts, Clinton was, as -we have s^ten, a distin- 
guished writer on scientific subjects. He also 
wrote and delivered many occasional addresses. 
Of these we may cite, in high terms of commenda- 
tion, his eulogy on Fulton and Livingston, and his 
orations before the alumni of Columbia and Umon 
Colleges. These addresses form, as has been well 
remarked, the most peculiar feature of American 
literature, from their vast number and general 
ability. In accepting the invitations to deliver 
such addresses, Clinton was brought into direct 
contrast, not with the politicians and statesmen 
so much as with the most eminent literary and 
scientific men of the age and country. It is 
enough for his reputation to say that he did not 
suffer in his^ character as a writer by this com- 
parison. 

Clinton's accession to the ofiice of governor by 
re-election in 1827 was attended with a most sin- 
gular revolution among politicians. His ancient 
opponents had been divided into two parties, ^ne 
of which, after having supported Mr. Crawford as 
a candidate for the presidency, had united with 
the friends of General Jackson ; the other sustain- 
ed the policy of the administration of Mr. Adams. 
Clinton had felt a preference for General Jackson» 
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althouffb he bad taken no active part in the. elec- 
tion, which teirminated in the choice of Mr. Adams. 
The acts of the office-holders of the general gov- 
ernment ^nd of the personal friends of Mr. Ad- 
ams left him no alternative but to avow his pref- 
erence, and he was thus placed in the "position of 
a leader, and the most prominent personage of a 
party whioh was^ in a great measure, made up of 
his most constant and bitter opponents. On>the 
other hand, the masonic question had resulted in the 
oi^nization of a party, many of whose members 
were drawn from among the most steady support- 
ers of his policy, which was opposed to the elec- 
tion of Jackson. 

The triumph which speedily followed in the 
election of General Jackson to the presidency, ap- 
peared to open new views of ambition to Clinton. 
It was generallv believed that th^ new president 
would have called him to a distinguished position 
in his cabinet, and that Clinton wc^d not, on this 
occasion, have declined the invitation. In this 
station he would have been placed as the most 
prominent candidate for the succession. This new 
opportunity for the exercise of his talents in the 
services of his country was not vouchsafed him. 
It might be a matter of curious speculatipn to 
conjecture how far the acceptance by Clinton to 
a place in the cabinet would have influenced the 
course gI General Jackson's administration 3 and 
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how long two meivequally determined in the sup- 
port of the measures they considered to be 'proper, 
could have remained in amicable relations. It can 
now be seen that msmy of the measures of Gen- 
eral Jackson's administration were in opposition 
to the avowed opinions of Clinton, while in others 
he would have cordially united. 

He would probably, also, have striven to moder- 
ate the excessive zeal bjr which principles in them«- 
selves correct were carried by that energetic man 
beyond the verge of expediency ; and there can 
be little doubt that he would have been able to 
exercise an influence for good, which was possess- 
ed by none of his subsequent advisiers. Such 
speculations are, however, futile; for it is now 
known that he had determined to decline office 
under the new administration, not, as he said, from 
any want of regard to General Jackson, b\it be- 
cause he considered his station as governor of 
New-York by the election of the people more 
.hotiourable th^n any Appointment in the gift of 
the general government. 

ClintcHi's message to the Legislature ip 1827 
contains the announcement of the final and com- 
plete triumph of the canal policy of the state. 
He had the gratification to announce that the tolli 
of the preceding year had amounted to seven hun- 
dred and seventy thousand dollars, or to nearly 
twice the amount of the interest on the debt con- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DBWITT CLINTON. 299 

traded for the construction of the canals; while 
the whole revenue of the fund amounted to up- 
ward (rf a million. With this decided proof of 
the success of internal improvements conducted on 
the part of the state, Clinton presses upon die Le* 
gislature the propriety of aiding in other under- 
takings, and, in some instances, of assuming them 
for the public account He more particularly re- 
fers to the projected road through the southwestern 
tier of counties. In respect to this, he declares 
that he is willing to encounter his full share of the 
responsibility of the measure he recommends. 

Among other important points in this message, 
he recommends corrections in the criminal code, 
and gives instances where it is of an oppressive 
and unjust character, as w^ell as unequal in its op- 
eration. 

Of these recommendations, that in rektion to 
the road through the southwestern counties is the 
most important Investigations held subsequently, 
tod the improvements made in the construction 
of railroads, have satirised the parties interested in 
this improvement that it can be bettor e&eted by 
means of a railway llian by a common iroad. In 
this view of the subject Clinton would in all 
probability have concurred ; and there can be no 
doubt that he would have urged with all his in- 
fluence the construction of this railroad by the 
state. Tbe Legislature has been of a different 
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opinion, and the constructi<»i of the ro^ has beat 
intrusted to an incc»rporated. eoropatiy. All the 
evils which Clinton anticipated from this act have 
followed. The probable profits are not sufficient 
to attract a sufficient amount of capital ; the stock, 
although subscribed, has not been paid up ; and the 
prcgect must either be abandoned, or the state must 
assume the responsibility of constructii^ it. 

In the summer of 1827 Clinton made a tour 
through Connecticut, and parts of the states of 
New-Hampshi^, Vermont, and Massachusetts. He 
was received throughout not only with the distinc- 
tion due^o bis rank as governor of the State of 
New-Yorky but with the en^usiasm excited by his 
services in the cause ctf internal improvement 
While it was ioqposalble that any feelii^ coidd 
exist in these states at all approaching to the re- 
gard and gratitude with wluch he was r^arded 
by many of the citizens of New-Ycwk, he, cm the 
other hand, was spared the peun of meeting those 
who looked up6n him as an obstacle to their plans 
ef partisan aggrandizement His journey was 
therefore attoided with unmingled feelings of 
gratification. . ■ 

Towards the close of the same year Clinton 
was attacked by a disorder to all appearance 
slight It, however, ffeasted all the efforts of med- 
icine, and finally deprived him of life. In conse- 
quence of :the incapacity for taking the quantity 
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of exerdse to whidi he )iad been previously ac- 
customed^ his life had become in a great measure 
sedentary, and iiis constitution no longer possessed 
the power of throwing off the causes which might 
produce disease. The form of a mere cold, which 
the disorder at first assumed, appeared to furnish 
no cause for anxiety ; but it pressed upon him by 
slow and inadious steps. The powers of his nnn4 
hardly appear to have been affected; and, while 
he sustained some feelings of bodily uneasiness, he 
was yet able to apply himself to his official duties. 
Among the very last events of his life is a letter 
addressed to one of the circuit judges, in reference 
to an act that came properly within his cognizance 
as governor, ^hich is cbstingui^ed by all the 
clearness and abihty of Us most vigorous days. 

The disorder took ike form of a dropsy of the 
ehest, affectmg in an esp^ial degree the heart 
and lungs. His death w^ wiUiout ^yarning, and 
while his friends anticipated no immediate danger. 
It took place on the 11th of Febmary, 1828, in 
the presence of hiis eldest son, who acted as his 
private secretary. He had taken a drive in the 
morning, visited the Capitol, and transacted busi- 
ness as usual. In the afternoon he wrote up his 
diary, and perused all the letters received by the 
evening mails,. and was thus engaged until within 
- a few minutes of his death. 

Although his danger was not feared by lus iam- 
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ily, he himself was fully aware of the approach 
of his last hour. His friend- Dr. Hosack, who, 
while he resided in New-York, had been his phy- 
sician, visited him in Albany, and felt it his duty 
to communicate bow precarious his position wa^ 
and that his disease must soon termuiate fatally. 
Sustained by a well-founded religious bdief, and 
the consciousness of a well-spent life, he rephed 
that he " was not afraid to die," and the porten- 
tous announcement produced no apparent change 
in his cheerfulness, or alteration in his attention to 
the public fouedness. • 

His countenance underwent no change in death ; 
there was no struggle or convul^on; the colour 
of his cheeks was unchanged ; and 'his departure 
was as quiet as if he had dropped asleep. 

The death of no person ever produced a greater 
and more ge!ieral ex^ressicm of sorrow through- 
out the whole i$tate, and in a great portion of the 
Union. 

The feelings of party animosity, which had pur- 
sued him through life, and which had not altogeth- 
er abated, ceased at once. All classes, ranks, and 
factions joined in deploring his loss, at the mo- 
ment when his services were as much needed as 
they had ever been, and whe^ he appeared to be 
more than ever capable of rendering them. The 
citizens, in public meetings in all the cities of the 
state; the Legislature, which was in session at the 
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tune, and the municipal corporations, united in the 
expression of a heartfelt sorrow. 

The history of Clinton imbodies that of Ihe par- 
ties which have agitated the State of New-York 
from the close of the war pf the Revolution. The 
existence of two opposing factions seems to be in- 
separable from the nature of a free government, and 
their balance may be almost e§^ential to its exist- 
ence. Furious as have^been the contests in words, 
and inveterate as have been the personal hostili- 
ties that have in some cases been generated, it is 
a favourable augury for the stability of our insti- 
tutions, that, since the adoption of the federal Con- 
stitution, no question has been agitated having any 
real bearing upon the great principles on which 
the governpient is founded. The long contest of 
the federal and democratic parties was grounded 
in a great degree upon foreign policy, however 
ioirily the one party was charged with maintain- 
ing aristocratic, and the other of a tendency to dis- 
organizing principles. Since that time, personal 
preferences, and tiie contest for places of emolu- 
ment, have been, in general, the springs of pohtical 
action. It has thus happened, that, from the mo- 
tiient the old federal party fell to pieces, the dis- 
tinctions of party have ceased ; and the same men 
have been seen alternately caressed and proscribed 
by the coalition calling themselves the old dem- 
ocratic party. It has been no agreeable task to 
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hunt up the recordsof p9litical-changes. Clinton 
was by them made, as has been seeUj alternately 
the idol and the proscribed of the dominant party ; 
and in it have figured his ancient federal opponents, 
as well as his original democratic allies. For him- 
self, he was separated at an early period from the 
mass of politicians, who pursue their vocation prin- 
cipally for the purpose of their own aggrandize- 
ment One favourite object, the improvement of 
the internal navigation of the state, furnished him 
with a mark for his aspirations which distingmsh- 
ed him from the vulgar herds of faction. No man 
was a warmer and more active partisan than him- 
self ; but his most violent denunciations of his op- 
ponents had oneredeemii^* quality — ^they were in- 
tended to aid in the triumph of the policy whence 
the state has received so much benefit 

In the warmth of his political feelings he not un- 
frequently committed the mistake of supposing thote 
who opposed him from personal feelings, or in the 
hope of acquiring ascendency from, his downfsdl, 
to be influenced by motives of less creditable de- 
scription; while, on the other hand, he in srme 
instances overrated the capacity of those who re- 
mained his steadfast friends both in good and evil 
report. The warmth o£ his temperanaent, which 
made hito a strenuous friend, or an active but 
generous enemy, rendered him at times the advo- 
cate of those who little merited his support, and 
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placed him in mctive opposition to some who, from 
similarity of views on the great question of inter- 
nal improvement, were fitted to be the most use- 
ful partisans of the measures in which he took so 
s&ong an interest. 

Clinton's person, in his youth and early manhood, 
was remarkable for its mascuUne beauty, and, as 
years advanced, assumed a mtgestic character. His 
stature was upward of six fleet, straight, and finely 
proportioned. His eyes were a dark hazel, ap- 
proaching to black, and highly expressive 5 his 
hair brown ; hik complexion clear, and more florid 
than usual among Americans ; His teeth fine, giv- 
ing a peculiar grace to his smile ; his nose slightly 
aquihne. His habits of rdlectioa and close study 
were marked in the ordinary expression of his 
countenance, which, controlled at an early period 
of his life to the gravity becoming the magistrate 
and the senator, presented an appearance of se- 
riousness almost approaching to austerity. When 
speaking in public, however, his face expressed, 
with the utmost flexibility, the varying emotions to 
which his words gave vent ; while in the inter- 
course of private life and in familiar conversation, 
the gravity, which rested on his features when not 
excited, gaiVe way on occasion to playfulness and 
mirth. 

His portraits, which were painted by many of 
our best artists, and his bust by Brouwere, exhibit. 
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in almost all eases, the expression of gravity and 
reflection. They thus give little idea of the more 
agreeable lineaments of his countenance. 

He was as exemplary in his private relation's as 
he was distinguished in public life — a good and 
affectionate husband ; a kind and judicious father ; 
a friend who in many cases sacrificed his own in- 
terests in order to benefit those who were faithful 
to him. ' No shade of suspicion, in all the vitupera- 
tion which was showered on him by political ad- 
versaries, was ever cast on his moral character. 

Although reserved in his manner in mixed so- 
cieties, he was playful, sportive, and cheerful in 
his intercourse with his children, kind, and of the 
most even temper. Hence his absence was always 
regretted t^ them, and his return welcomed with 
demonstrations of joy. 

He was an early riser, and generally despatched 
his correspondence, which was often voluminous, 
before he breakfasted. He thus had the remain- 
der of the day at his disposal ; and, while laborious 
to an extent equalled by few even of professional 
men, had the appearance of almost perfect leisure 
during the ordinary factum of business. Hence, 
while holding official stations, he was ,alwa3rs ac- 
cessible ; and the crowd of visiters which he ad- 
mitted did not intrench on the strict performance 
of his duties. 

It is one of the most remarkable features in his 
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career, that he was never defeated in any flection 
when the question was submitted directly to the 
people. The only instance in which he was an 
unsuccessful candidate for an elective office was 
that in which he was opposed to Madison as an 
aspirant for the presidency; and, although there is 
little probabiUty that the result would have been 
affected l^ a vote not conveyed through the elec- 
toral colleges, the proposition is true to the letter. 
On this occasion he may have departed from 
his usual prudent plan of w^ghbg well the 
cbancias before h^ submitted his pretensions to the 
people; but there were causes at work which jus- 
tify his course, if bro^ht to no other test than that 
of pohtical expediency. His uncle had a short 
lime before become aware of a prc^t, entertained 
by the jadministration at Washington, for dismem- 
bering the^State of New-York, andl ^sa^pointed 
politicians were named, who weie to have been 
the willing instruments of this suicidal- act It 
therefore became necessary to show that the dem- 
ocratic party to th^ North was not in all respects 
subservient to the policy of Virginia, which viewed 
the rismg grcataiess of New-York with distrust. 
* and jealousy. 

This fact in relation to Clinton's uniform suc- 
cess whenever he came before the pubhc as can- 
didate for an elective office, would appear to jus- 
tify his declared confidence in the ultimate judg- 
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ment ef thci msyority* With this strong convic- 
tion, he appeals never to have considered what 
would be the temporary eflect of his measures^ 
but only whether they were right in themselves^ 
arid calculated to promote the general 'prosperity; 
satisfied that, when Hie mists of prejudice in 
which they might be involved by their opponents 
had cleared away, his motives would be appre- 
ciated and his conduct approved. It thus hap- 
pened more than once in his pohtical life, that 
the outcry raised against him and his measures 
became so ^e^iit diat he appeared to have lost 
all favour with the public; and yet, no sooner had 
time for reflection been allowed, than he was ele- 
vated to the highest office in the people's gift. 
On these occasions he retired from the strife of 
party until time had teen allowed for the cool 
judgment of the majority to be fom^, and, to 
the surprise of his opponents, returned anevr to 
the political arena, and carried all before lum. 

Whatever errors in principle or practice he may 
have committed, his motives were always pure, 
and directed, not to the attainment of a temporary 
popularity^ biit to the great end of the public 
good. With more of flexibility, be might have 
escaped the political rfever^es he experienced, but 
he never could have risen with such irresistible 
strength as he exhibited in the elections of 1818 
and 1326. 

Digitized by Google 



DEWITT CLINTON. 

Violent as were the conteste in which he was 
occasionally engaged, they seem never to have 
produced any rankling in his mind ; and even those 
who had been the instruments of actual or intend- 
ed injury, were^ readily forgiven whenever they 
saw and acknowledged that they had been in 
error. His conduct seems to have been governed 
by the Roman maxim of poficy, "parcere sukjectisy 
et debellare superbosJ' 

We may cite, as an illustration of this feature 
of his character, his conduct to Gould and Ward. 
\This bookselling firm had become the pubUshers 
of a pamphlet which was libellous upon his char^- 
acter, and his indignation was so much excited as 
to induce him to threaten a prosecution^ No 
sooner, however, had they become sensible that 
they had been made the iostriunents of a false 
and maliqiotis charge, and expressed their regret 
at the want of caution they had exhibited, than he 
dropped all proceedings and freely forgave thenh 
^ Numerous as w^e the attacks made upcm him 
through the medium of the press, ^re wte but 
one other instance in which h<e fx)ntemplated an 
appeal to a legal tribunal in vindication of his 
character. This was a case growing out of the 
antimasonio excitement In Ihe last year of his 
life he was charged with having, in his mascmid 
capacity, sanctioned the outrage committed on 
Morgan. The diarge was so entirdy destitute of 
A A 
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any foundatioiiy that the Ubeller saw that there 
was no hope for justification. He therefore threw 
himself on the mercy of Clinton^ and admitted the 
falsehood of the accusation. In this instance also 
he refrained from farther prosecution, although it 
is clear tl^at h^ must. have recovered simple dama-» 
ges. Hiis only purpose was the vindication of his 
fame, and, that accomplished, he saw no object in 
persisting in the suit. 

In this, as in many other cases, he showed an 
indifference to money. He bad, in fact, no dis- 
position to accumulate pecuniary fortune, and 
exhibited no talent for money-making. In the 
hands of one who would have made wealth his 
great object of pursuit, his patrimonial inheritance 
and the portion of hi& first wife might have been 
the basis of a great accumulation of property, 
while the opportunities for advantageous invest- 
ment opened^ to him in his office of canal commis- 
sionei* might, in hai^ds less pure, have been the 
source of unbounded riches. In spite of these op- 
portunities, he died, in honourable poverty, and 
even the plate presented to him by the merchants 
of New-York, was exposed for sale after his death. 

His charities were abundant; and there were 
instances, when compelled by a sense of duty to 
refuse the petition of a mother or wife for the 
pardon of a son or a husband, that he gave from 
his own purse the means of repairing, in some de- 
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gree, the distress growing out of the conviction of 
the criminal relativte. 

ESnough of time has elapsed since his death to 
make the opinions now held of him almost tanta- 
mount to the judgment of posterity. If a few 6t 
his ancient opponents remain, who cannot divest 
themselves of the opinions derogatory to his char- 
acter which they once in sincerity entertained; 
and if there be others who cannot consistently dis- 
avow the expressions they uttered in the heat of 
party debate ; the generation which is now rising, 
without a dissenting voice, awards to him the 
praise due to an enlightened and energetic magis- 
trate, a learned and impartial judge, an honest 
and patriotic politician, a dignified administrator 
of the government More than all, no voice is 
now raised to question the important share he 
took in originating, carrying forward, and com- 
pleting the policy to which the Erie and Cham- ' 
plain Canals are due, while few hesitate in ascri- 
bing to him so great a degree of merit in the ad- 
vancement of this policy, as to sink the services of 
all other persons inta comparative insignificance. 

However meritorioiis may have been the servi- 
ces of the subordinate agents in any great event, 
history rarely records any but the chief performer. 
We speak of the conquests of Alexander and the 
yictories.of Cssar, without reference to the thou- 
stods of gallant soldiers and hundreds of iddlM 
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officers who aided in those efxplmts, and we com- 
mit no injustice } for, if led b^ men of less gemus, 
the valouf of the one and the tactics of the other 
might not have saved them from defeat. 

When we contemplate the finished statue, we 
think not of the labourers who hare torn the mar- 
ble mass firom the quarry, nor eren of the skilful 
workmen who hare chiselled down its superfluous 
partd to an approach to the figure of the claj 
model in which the master artist has imbodied 
kis vivid thoughts ; but to that artist who has re- 
served to himself no more than the finsd touches, 
we ascribe the merit of the performance. And so 
of Ae majestic temples of the Chiistian faith; the 
architect receives jdl our praises or undergoes our 
criticisms, to the exclusion of all who have been 
employed in the construction. Wheil Michad 
Angete uttered the sublime thought, *• I will raise 
the ttotheon on the Temple of Peiace,*' he im- 
printed a character on the ba»lic of St Peter's 
which the mistakes and bad taste of !ns success- 
ors could not impair. 

To descwid to arts more strictly mechanic : wc 
never inquire, when we read the name of an Ar- 
nold on a chronometer, or^ of a Breguest on a 
watch, through what a multitude of hands the 
several parts of the instrpments have passed, for 
we know that these great workmen have impress- 
ed their own style of working on the crude fiwa 
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in which they have received them from the manu- 
facturers, and ha've combined the accessories fur- 
nished by others in such manner as no other could 
have identically accomplished. 

Such exactly is the relation which Clinton holds 
towards the canal system of the State of New- 
York. He is the chief under whose guidance the 
political battle for its erection was fought; the 
artist who gave form and ^ape to the laws by 
which it was enacted, and the system of iinaiice 
by which it was upheld ; he was not the first to 
discern the practicability of the Erie route, but he 
drew the argument by which its superiority over 
th^ less expensive course to Oswego was demon- 
strated ; 'finally, he Was for fourteen years, from 
the time when the canals were first projected, until 
their success was beyond all possibility of doubt, 
the point in which all communications, partial ex- 
aminations, and useful hints centred, and whence 
they were promulgated to the public under, the 
sanction of his authority, adorned by the graces 
of his diction, and improved by the accuracy of his 
judgment Foreign nations, anticipating the ver- 
dict of posterity, connect no other name but that 
of Clinton with the Canals of the State of New- 
York ; and posterity itself willy beyond all ques- 
tion, elevate him in like manner above all others 
who have in any way aided in organizing and 
completing our carnal system. 
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Ih Witt ClirUoH to Governor George Clinton, 

Washington, January llth, 180a 
Drab Sir : 

Thr public mind is much agitated, and the public interests 
are deeply implicated, by the infraction of the treaty by the 
Spanish intendant of New-Orleans in withdrawing that place as 
a depositary for American produce coming down the Missis- 
sippi, without assigning any equivalent establishment. I shall 
present you with a brief statement of this transaction so far as 
it is interesting, and so far as I have obtained correct informa- 
tion. Independently of other inducements for making this com- 
munication, you must be apprized that the city^^of New- York 
now actually commands, and will, according to every calculation 
of probability, continue to command, the greatest part of the 
New-Orleans, or, rather, th<» Mississippi trade ; that during the 
fast year Uro hundred and thirty American vessels were em- 
ployed in it ; that this conlmetce will accumulate with the ex- 
tension of our western settlements, and that, therefore, the Span- 
ish proceedings are calculated to inflict an injury upon our trade, 
the magnitude of which is at ptesent beyond calculation. 

The following facts, connected with and respecting this busi- 
ness, are, t believe, accurate. ' 

1st. That the act of the intendant wad contrary to the wishes 
•f the governor. 

2d. That the authority of the intendant, in relation to the fiscal 
and commercial concerns of the colony, is independent of that of 
^e governor. '^ 

' 8d. Thkt the intendant is a man of no influence at court, and 
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has grown rich from a very low origin ; and that his proceedings 
are, in all probahility« intended to increase his wealth by their 
subserviency t6 a commercial speculation. 

4th. That the Court of Madrid has not, in any shape, author- 
ized his conduct. 

5th. That Louisiana^ in the Spanish as well as the French 
acceptation, comprehends hot only the country en the west side 
of the Mississippi as far as Mexic(>,' but New- Orleans and the 
Floridas. * 

6th. That this country is comprised in one government and 
one intendancy under the <lenomination of Louisiana. 

7th. Thai, by the treaty of Amiens, Loul^iaDa was ceded to 
France. T^at the British minister gave to Mr. King a copy of 
the treaty, wbieh contained this cession ; bat that, in the whole 
course of the n^otiation for peace, the British abstained from 
putting a direct interrogatory on this subject. 

8lh. That it is not ascertained whether the French mean to 
take possessiAn of the ceded countiy ; and, if they intend it, the 
time when in of course a profound secret < 

9th. That the Spanish minister, here immediately sent an ex- 
press by water to New-Qrleans, remonstrating against the pro-, 
ceedings of tite intendant, end advising their discontmuance ; 
that, although he has no control over the intendant, there is a 
very great probability that his advice will be ^tended to ; that» 
if it if not, the minister will enforce it emphatically i^pon hie 
own responsibility, and that pur government also sent an e^rem 
by land charged to the same effect. 

lOth. That it is the prevalent opinion here, that it is essential 
to the prevention of future iijtenuption of our western com- 
merce, and the preservation of the peace of the Union, th»t thQ 
country on the left bank of the Mississippi and east of that 
should belong to us, and that there are two modes of accom- 
plishing this objeet-T^urchase and fprce, and tha( the former 
ought to be first tried. 

1 Ith. Under this impression the president has thie day nomi- 
nated H. ^ lavingfton minister plenipotentiary, end Jamei 
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Monroe, late governor of Virginia, minister extraordinary and 
pUnipotentiaryi to treat with the First Consul conjointly ** for 
the purpose of enlarging and more effectually securing our rights 
and. interests io the river Mississippi and the territories east- 
ward of it ;'* but as Spain is still in possession of the country, 
the like powers, inthe same capacity and for the same objects, 
are intrusted, in case it should be necessary to eiercise them, to 
Mr. Monroe, in conjunction with our present minister at Madrid. 
By the rules of the Senate, these nominations cannot be con- 
sidered until to-menrow. They will undoubtedly be confirmed. 
The I^islature of Maryland have passed spirited resolutions 
upon the subject of the shutting up of the Missifsippi, which 
will prpbably be followed by the other states. You will at once 
perceive that part of this communication is intended to be pri- 
vate ; but I thought it best to give you a view of the whole 
ground, so that you may judge of the expediency of drawing the 
attention of our Legislature to this subject, as our citizens are 
greatly interested in it, and I am certain that thie measure will 
be very acceptable to the republican interests of the Union. 
You have no doubt witnessed the attempu made in the Morning 
Chronicle and federal papers, under the appearance of exclusive 
seal for our national rights, to produce a war immediately with 
a view to embarrass our financial arrangements and overthrow 
the administration. A suitable mention of this subject, in a 
general view of the affairs of the nation^ will therefore havv<t a 
great tendency to confound these insidious attempts. 



Ih WUt Clmtom io Jamet MaditoiL 

New.York, July 1st, 1804. 
Dbab Sir; 
I have the honour of aeknowledging your letter of the 26th 
of Jane and its enclosures. I should have answered it imme- 
diately, but I was anxtoua to obtain some documents which 
would throw further light on the subject of it, and these I could 
not procure until yesterday. 
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The attorney of the district will in a few daja inlbnn yoa of 
the proceedings which have taken place on account of the Tiola« 
tion of the revenue laws. No coercive process has been issued 
under the authority of the state, for reasons arising from a de- 
fect of jurisdiction, which Tshall hereafter explain to you. 

In my communication of the 19th, I gave you the general out- 
lines of the proceedings in relation to the rule of twenty-fouk* 
hours. In order to evince the frivolous nature of Mr. Merry's 
complaint on that subject, and to demonstrate that his charge of 
partiality is totally groundless and unjustifiable, I shall now pre- 
sent to you a more detailed statement of facts, and make a few 
remarks which naturally arise from them. 

The French frigates had been in this port about two weeks, 
and it was well known and understood that they intended to 
proceed without delay td the place of their destination. The 
British vessels of war arrived here on the 16tfa of June, and on 
the 17th (subsequent to the aggressions, but previous to my 
knowledge of them) t addressed the letter relative to the usage 
of twenty-four hoursto the British consul-general: It could not 
have been supposed that th6 British vessels intended, for any 
legitimate object, to depart from the port almost as soon as they 
had entered it. If this had been their design, they certainly 
would not have approached so near to the city. The probable 
supposition was, that information had been sent from this place 
to Halifax of the arrival of the French frigates ; that the British 
Tessels had hastened here' to reconnoitre them ; to watch their 
movements, and to follow them out of our jurisdiction for hostile 
purposes. As my letter to Colonel Barclay was in consequence 
of a communication ^m General Rey recogni8in|r the rule, 
it could not have been necessary to notify the latter of it, espe- 
cially as there was not the remotest reatfon to suspect that the 
French vessels would follow the British ones out of this port. 

The next morning I received an official account of the out- 
rages committed at the Quarantine Ground. In the afternoon of 
that day I received Colonel Barclay'^ letter, of which I sent you 
a copy, marked No. 5. By referring to it, you will find that it is 
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extremely disingenuous and evasive It does not appear from 
it that he had communicated my request to the British com- 
manders. It did not announce any views or intentions of theirs 
in consequence of that request. It did not take the ground now 
assumed by Mr. Merr^. Nor did it stipulate that the British 
vessels should not pursue the French ones within twenty-four 
hours after their departure, or recognise any obligation on their 
part to comply with the rule in any sense whatever. On the 
contrary, it appeared from it that the intentions of the British 
admiral were to be paramount to the law of nations. Nor could 
it well escape my observation, that the declared object of the 
visit of the British vessels was not the real one ; that if it had 
been the delivery of despatches, as pretended, it could have 
been fully effected by their remaining out of the port, and send- 
ing a boat up to the city ; that it was not reasonable to suppose 
two vessels of war would be sent for the purpose of conveying 
communications to a consular agent ; and the mention ef taking 
directions from Mr. Merry on the subject could be contem- 
plated in no other light than as an implied refusal to comply 
with my request in any shape, because, in all probability, his 
answer could not arrive in season. 

Combining Colonel Barclay's answer with the considerations 
which I have mentioned, and more particularly with the aggres- 
sions at the Quarantine Ground, I had no doubt but that the 
British commander would proceed in his career of atrocity, and 
I considered it my duty to deprive him of the means as far as 
lay in my power. Under these impressions, I wrote the letter 
heretofore transmitted, ^nd marked No. 8, to the wardens of the 
port. It ie predicated upon, and distinctly states the belief, 
** that the Cambrian and Driver,, vessels of war of Ghreat Britain, 
will endeavour ta violate the laws of nations by sailing from this 
port shortly after the French fdgates," dec. Although it does 
not expressly mention the outrages at the Quarantine Ground 
as an inducement to the direction, yet the words having rea- 
son to believe will sufficiently indicate that they were present to 
my mind ; and 1 can truly declare, that if those aggressions had 
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not been committed, the order would not htve been issued. I 
also thought it expedient to obtain from Colonel Barclay a 
more explicit declaration of the views of the British commander, 
and I accordingly wrote to him the letter marked No. 6, here- 
tofore forwarded. If th& British commander really contempla- 
ted to observe the rule, by not pursuing the jPrench frigates out 
of our jurisdiction, Colonel Barclay would ceruinly have de- 
clared that intention in his answer to which I refer you. It 
will appear from it that he was satisfied with the propriety of 
my request, for he states that he desired Captain Bradley to 
comply if in Im power : and I had no reason to suppose from 
it that^e British vessels intended to leavo the port pno^ to the 
French. It says, indeed, ** I take it for granted, the ships are 
now on their way to the Hook.'* As the Hook is that part of 
our jurisdiction nearest to the ocean* all I could infer from this 
information was, that the British vessels have repaired there in 
order to. facilitate their egress in pursuit of the French. The 
letter from Captain Bradley, said to be enveloped in Colonel 
Barclay's, was never received by me. Supposing this, at the 
time, to b6 a mistake, I mentioned it to him, sikI he promised to 
send me a copy, which he has not complied, with, for reasons 
best known to himself. 

The principal ground of complaint appears to be, that the 
British intended to depart froro^ this port immediately ; that they 
were entitled to depart, if th^y could gain the ocean previous to 
the French ; and that they were prevented from departing by 
the recall of the pilots. The pilots left the vessel on the 1 9ih ; 
on the next day they w«re4>ermitted to rejoin them, which they 
accordingly did ; and yet the Cambrian and Boston have not 
sailed, but continue stationed near the mouth of the port, 
while the Driver is cruising oBf the Hook. The allegation, 
tlien, upon which this pretended grievance is founded, is com- 
pletely falsified. The affidavit of tlowland R. Crocher, No. 1, 
will indicate new aggressions committed on a vessel coming in 
to this port ; and that of Robert Bennett, No. 9, will show that 
the Boston endeavoured to intercept an American brig, named 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APl'BNOIt. 315 

the Pallas, in her egrets from this port, with the probable design 
of capturing cATtaio distinguished Frcsch citizens who were 
syppos^ to have taken their passage in her. The fact is, our 
port is completely blockaded against the admission of departure 
of French vessels. There can be no doubt but the British 
frigates will purauf and capture all French vessels leaving the 
port, without an; regard to the law of naticlhs or our neutral 
rights. Instead, therefore,, of complaiiUBg that they have been 
deprived of pilots for two days, they ought to be thankful for 
our forbearance in allowing them any, after the daring outrages 
which they have committed and continue to commit. 

On the 26th of December last» an application wae made to 
me by Richard J. Tucker, at the instance of the British consul* 
general, to detam in this port the French armed schooner 
L^Ocean* opon account of the intended departure of two British 
merchantmen ; and, on the 19th of January, a similar application 
was made by the consul-general in behalf of another. The 
papers marked from No. 3 Xq No. 8 inclusive, contain the ap- 
plications and the subsequent proceedings ; .and in demonstra- 
ting that a similar conduct was adopted at the request of Briti^ 
agents, and in favour of British vessels in respect to the rule of 
twenty-four hours, as has been pursued in the ease now com- 
plained of, they abundantly refute the -cbaige ot impartiality. 
Any measures in these cases to enforce the rule, were rendered 
unnecessary by the annunciation of a determination to comply 
with it. 

I else transmit an affidavit of John White, marked No. 9, 
which proves that the captain of the Cambrian was made ac- 
quainted with our Q^iaraqtine law, and that he knowingly vio- 
lated it. 

Since writing the above, I am toU the Boston went oat ol 
port yesterday, and probably ^n a cruise off the H<wk. 
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De WiU Clinton to ThMna^ Willing. 
' New-York, August 4th, 1804. 

Dra^ Sir : ^ ■ " 

I avail myself of an early Of^rtunity since my return to this 
city, of acknowledging th<B communication subscribed by you in 
behalf of the citizens of Philadelphia, South wark, and the North- 
ern Liberties, in relation to' the melancholy death of Genera) 
Hamilton. 

The unsullied integrity, ttansicendant talents, and eminent 
services of this great man, are universally acknowledged and 
duly appreciated by all descriptionff of persons here ; and al- 
though a large majority of the citizens of this place are decidedly 
attached to the wise and patriotic administratibh which so hap- 
pily presides over the affairs of the Union, and were, of course, 
opposed to General Hamilton in political opinions, yet on this 
occasion we all cordially uisito in deploring an event which has 
deprived our country of one of the most distinguished of her 
citizens, and which, fiUhoush at all times a public misfortune, 
must be considered peculiarly so at the present crisis, when we 
reflect on his zealous and honourable attachment to the union of 
the states, and consider the disorganizing schemes which, there 
is too much reason to apprehend^ are in agitation to destroy this 
palladium of our national safety, this guarantee of our national 
glory. 

The virtuous sensibility manifested by the citizens of Phila- 
delphia, Southwark,.and the Northern Liberties is highly hon- 
ourable to them, as well as to the memory of the deceased, and 
has made a deep impression upon our minds. In presenting 
you and them the warmest acknowledgment for your sincere 
and heartfelt condolence, I am persuaded that I faithfully com- 
municate the f ense of my fellow-kiitizens, as well as my^ own 
Qpon this occasion. 

I have the honour, dec 
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The Trustees of the Free School to the Vestry of Trinity 
Church. 

New-Ypfk, May 10th, 1815. 

GSNTLBMBN : 

The trustees of the Free School Society of -New*York woirid 
do ii^astice to their feelings were they not, in addition to their 
public acknowledgment, to express toeyou, in a niore dijrect form, 
their high sense of your liberality, charity, and public spirit, in 
appropriating the valuable grounds in Chriatopher, Columbia, 
and Hudson streets, for the purpose of dispensing education to 
the poor of this city. 

As long as benevolence shall- be considered a virtue and 
knowledge a blessing, this act will command the approbation of 
all good men. 

I am, in behalf of the trustees, 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant. 



De Wier Clinton to J. EUicott, 

Albany, April 4th, 1816. 
Bbar SfR : , 

Accompanying this, you will receive an interesting map rela- 
tive to the coun^try affected by the proposed canal. It Js to be 
regretted that the scale is too small. I think that the canal is 
in a favourable train, and I hope that it will receive the sanction 
of the Legislature in a few days. Your suggestions relative to 
the ^ays and. means aire interesting, and will, I have no doubt, 
be adopted either on this .or a future occasion. 

Having, ever since Governor has unhinged the execu- 
tive power by shrii^ing^ from responsibility, considered the 
council of appointment as a deleterious and disgraceful body, I 
have paid little or no attention to their proceedings, and I had 
not learned, until I received your letter, their doings relative to 
Geneva. These proceedingfa are similar (if not more aggrava- 
ted) to those which have taken place in other respects. 
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The truth is, that the whole of the appointing power i^ in the 
bands of foor hresponsible Individuals, whose ephemeral impor 
tance is succeeded by an exit into bbscuritj ; and the state i« 
disgraced, and the republican party divided and diminished, to 
gratify a hunter after popularity, who had ^ot Ihe nerve to do 
right, but whose system is a system of ever-varying shifts and 
petty expedients, without an intellect sufficiently enlarged to 
oomprehend the great interests of the itate. 

The preeetit council, at least three of them, are totally free 

from the influence of which you suirpect them ; of 1 c^not 

epeak in othto respects, but I presume be is also. Those I 
know rely very much on the advice of -. 

I believe that there are strong objections to •''——, not only 
4m account of the republican principle of rotation, but upon ac- 
count of the condition of the republican party, which is divided, 
disgraced, and nearly ruined; but our affairs are brought to a 
crisis, and from the political character of — >-^, and the probable 
results of his success, I shall support T— — r, not as a positive 
good, but as a less evil. 



De Witt Clinton to the Governor of Penngyhmnia. 

Albany, September 20th, 1917. 
DrarShi: ' 

My absence from this place has prevented an earlier reply to 
your exee1lency*s eommunieation of the 8d instant. 

The measures^ adopted by Pennsylvania to ednnecttfae watefs 
of the Seneca Lake and Tioga River, exh^it an intelligent, en- 
terprising, and patridtie spirit ; and the benefits which wiU arise 
from the enecutton of the plan will be experienced in the crea- 
tion of an extensive inlaiid trade, and in the consequent encour- 
agement of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. The ob- 
vious tendency of this measure is to facilitate the transportatio& 
of commodities -from this to the neighbouring states. 

From a full persuasion that our country will be best advanced 
by multiplying th4 markets fb| her produetient, and by an inli- 
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mate and beneficial connexion between the different members 
of the confederacy, I consider it a sacred duty to overlook local 
considerations, and to promote, to the utmost of my power, every 
plan which may be isubservient to these important objects ; and 
I cherish with confidence the opinion, that the state over which 
you preside will, under the influence of an enlightened public 
spirit, co-operate with this state in promoting our contemplated 
navigable communications between the Northern and Western 
lakes and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Under this impression I now transmit to your excellency the 
official reports of the canal commissioners, and the acts of the 
Legislature of this sUte on that subject. 



De Wilt Clinton to Rufus King. 

Albany, December 13th, 1817. 
Dear Sir : 

I feel greatly obliged by your letter of the 5th. I have taken 
measures to ascertain the state of our claims vs. the United 
States ; but I am apprehensive that they have been greatly, if 
not totally, neglected. As soon as I obtain the necessary in- 
formation, it is probable I shall write to you and your colleague 
at large on this subject. 

The canal commissioners have recently had a meeting at this 
place. The Northern canal will be contracted for in toto before 
spring, and some work has been already done on it. Sixty miles 
of the Western have been contracted for, to be finished by the 
first of December, 1818 ; and work to the extent of twenty 
miles has been already effected, and all these arrangements have 
been made within the estimates of the commissioners. 

My great regard for the president, and my anxiety to extend 
our navigable communication, induces me to regret exceedingly 
his scruples about the right of Congress to promote internal im- 
provements ; and I perceive a total interruption of the interpo- 
sition of the national government in favour of roads and canals. 
The probability is, that no amendment removing the difficulty 
B B 
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will be sanctioned by the states. Some will oppose, because 
they believe that the power is already vested in Congress ; and 
others will object, because they believe that it ought not to be 
deposited in that body. After swallowing the National Bank 
and the Cumberland Road, <&c., it was not to be supposed that 
Mr. Madison would strain at canals ; but so it is ; and the gal- 
lantry of his successor, in protecting him with his Telamonian 
shield, is more to be admired for its spirit than its prudence. 
We shall go on without any expectations of extraneous aid ; and 
in the course of ten years, I hope, if Providence spares our lives, 
to have the pleasure of a canal voyage with yoa from Lake Erie 
to Albany. 



De Witt Clinton to Th&mat Edify. 

Albany, December 23d, 1822. 
Dear Sir : 

Mr. S. Burling lately solicited me to recommend the in^o- 
duction of a plan for laying an excise on spirituous liquors, 
and I partly promised that I would ; but, on farther reflection, 
I consider it most suitable that the overture should emanate 
from his constituents, and with this view I now write to you. 

In some well-written essays published on this subject in 
Walsh's paper, it was estimated that fifty millions of gallons of 
spirituous liquors are annually consun\ed in the United Stales, 
at an expense of thirty, millions of dollars, and with the sacrifice 
of thirty thousand lives. If this be only an approximation to 
the truth, what a field for reflection does it present to the mor- 
alist and statesman. 

After deducting foreign importations of spirits, say to the 
amount of six millions of gallons, and allowing for four miUioqs 
produced frpm foreign mplasises, thiere wpuld still remain forty 
millions manufactured from our own materials. Does not this 
astound us with its enormity and alarm, as with its terrific as- 
pect 1 

An excise of onp shilling a gallon would produce a revenao 
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«ii five millions a year. Booble the daty, and you will raise a 
fund that will pay off the/national debt, and line and intersect 
the coqntiy ia aU directions wkh oaoals and roads. 

£?eiy considerable increase of the price of an article tends to 
check its consuaiption ; and here- the revenue of a country 
would be auxiliary to its morality — a noble union in the eye of 
a great statesmaik 



De Witt Clinton to Henry Eagan. 

Albany, October lat, 1823. 
Sib: 

I had the honour of receiving your letter of the 16th ultimo, 
and, greatly respecting the honourable feelings v^ich have 
prompted that communication, I hasten to reply to it. A gen- 
eral answer will, 1 presume, eiAbrace the material points on 
which you wish to be satisfied. 

Your duties as a Knight Templar are subordinate to the da 
ties which you owe to yourself, your family, and your country, 
and your natural and social rights canhot be destroyed by ma- 
sonic communion ; you have a right, therefore, to withdraw 
from the encampment of Knights Templar whenever you may 
consider it necessary, on discharging your pecuniary obligations 
to the institution ; and no presiding officer has any right to in- 
terrupt you in the exercise of this right. 



Dt Witt Clinton to Joseph Sabine. 

Albany, October 10th, 1823. 
Sib: 
I have received, at different times, all the transactions of the 
Horticultural Society of London, as far as the second part of 
the fifth volume inclusive, and I need not say how highly grati- 
fied I am at this splendid specimen of the arts, combined with 
so much useful information. 

I have also received your zoological appendix to Captain 
Franklin^s journey, for which I thank you. The accurate ana 
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important infonnation which it contains renders it an acquisition 
to natural history. 

I see that you have noticed the " Columba Migratoria ;" as this 
is one of our most interesting birds, I have sent by Bir. Dong- 
lass six living ones, which I hope will reach yon in good order 
I have enclosed a paper which contains some observations on 
this bird. You will also receive specimens of preserved birds 
for your collection. 

I am much obliged to you for the Nepanl rice, and I have 
made such a distribution of it as I hope will produce good re- 
sults. 

I have afforded Mr. Douglass aU the facilities in my power, 
by letters of recommendation, written directions, and verbal ad- 
vice. The notice of the Horticultural Society which I trans- 
mit by this conveyance, was written by me with a view to pro- 
pitiate the public mind in favour of his mission. I consider your 
selection a judicious one ; he unites enthusiasm, intelligence, and 
persevering activity. 

I have sent by him a box of minerals for your cabinet. Thoy 
were collected in the excavation of secondary limestone, about 
thirty miles from Lake Erie, in the course of our canal opera- 
tions. I have not inspected the box ; but, if they are put op ac- 
cording to my directions, you will find some specimens not a 
little interesting. 

You will also receive the Memoirs of our Board of Agricul- 
ture, in two volumes, and the transactions of a society for Use- 
ful Information, in three volumes. They are intended for the 
library of the Horticultural Society. 

Mr. Douglass will deliver a box containing some specimens 
of fruit, which, if they reach you without decay, may interest 
you by their size, if not by their flavour. 

The deerskin socks, or moccasins as they are called by the 
Indians, were manufactured among the Cayugas, and they, to- 
gether with the pamphlets and other articles in the same box, 
are intended for you, with the exception of the seeds that you 
may consider useful for the society. 
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1 think it would be beneficial for your institution to have two 
additional corresponding members in this country, one for the . 
North and one for the South. Jesse Buel, Esq., of Albany, sec- 
retary of the Board of Agriculture of New-York, and John S. 
Skinner, Esq., postmaster of Baltimore, are particularly well 
qualified, and their admission as corresponding members will, I 
am persuaded, be the means of procuring intelligence and con« 
tributions of various kinds and of the most interesting character. 

Mr. Skinner will forward a bushel of the famous white wheat 
of Maryland, and several volumes of the American Farmer, pub- 
lished by him, and Mir. Buel will also make a communication 
to you. 



De Witt Clinton to Micajah S. Williams. 

New-York, November 18th, 1823. 
Sir: 

Your communication of this day covers a very wide field of 
inquiry, and embraces many important considerations ; there- 
fore I shall endeavour to give a prompt, explicit, and, I hope, 
satisfactory reply. 

The projected canal between Lake Erie and the Ohio River, 
in connexion with the New- York canals, will form a navigable 
communication between the bay of New- York, the Gulf of 
Mexico, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence ; of course it will em- 
brace within its influence the greater part of the United States 
and of the Canadas. The advantages of a canal of this descrip- 
tion are so obvious, so striking, so numerous, and so extensive, 
that it is a work of supererogation to bring them into view. 
The State of Ohio, from the fertility of its soil, the benignity of 
its climate, and its geographical position, must always contain 
a dense population ; and tho products and consumptions of its 
inhabitants must for ever form a lucrative and extensive inland 
trade, exciting the powers of productive industry, and com- 
municating aliment and energy to external commerce. But 
when we consider that this canal will open a way into the great 
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riven that fall into the Mississippi ; that it will bo felt, not only 
. in the immense valley of that river, bat as far west as the Rocky 
Mountains and the borders of Mexico ; and that it will commu- 
nicate with our great inland seas and tlieir tributary rivers, with 
the ocean in various routes, and with the m«>st productive re- 
gions of America ; there can be no question respecting the bless- 
ings that it will produce, the nches that it will create, and the 
energies that it will call into activity. 

It must be obvious that there can be no insurmountable phys- 
ical difficulties to the opening of this canal, if there be a sufii- 
ciency of water on the summit level ; and the researches that 
have been made establish an abundant supply beyond the pos- 
sibility of doubt. The only questions that can present them- 
selves are those of comparative difficulty, expense, accommoda- 
tion, and productiveness in the designation of a route ; and this 
must be committed to the decision of able and experienced en- 
gineers. 

I should suppose that the maximum cost of this improvement 
would exceed $2^500,000. In five years, by an annual ex- 
penditure of $500,000, this work may be advantageously com- 
. pleted. At the rate 'of six per cent., there would be wanted 
$30,000 to pay the first year's interest ; the second year, 
$60,000 ; the third year, $90,000 ; the fourth year, $120,000 ; 
and the fifth year, $150,000. The only financial difficitlly* in my 
opinion, will be the procurement of funds for the payment of 
the interest. 

If the canal be commenced on the lake side, every slep of its 
progress will open a most extensive navigationt and be the 
means of producing revenue ; and, at the termination of the five 
years, the profits of the canal will not only defray the interest, 
but produce a surplus revenue applicable to other objeote. 

Supposing this canal to be 200 miles in extent, it would: un- 
doubtedly, by a vigorous effort, be finished in two years ; but it is 
advisable to extend the period to five years. The banks wiU 
in that case become consolidated before much use. As the Of- 
eration uroceeds. there will be an augioentalieQ of sJull and ac* 
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quisition of experience, which will produce economy and im- 
proved workmanship ; and as one fifth of the whole sum will 
in this case be only required for each year, the pecuniary ad- 
vances thai are essential will not be so onerous as if made 
within a shorter period ; and it ought to be recollected that the 
Erie Canal w31 be completed next yc^r ; that Ohio can avail her- 
self of the aid of able engineers and skilful contractors ; and that 
an undertaking conducted under such auspices will propitiate 
public opinion, and secure the confidence of capitalists who are 
disposed to embark their funds in the enterprise. 

I shall now proceed to answer the following interrogatory, 
** Whether, in my opinion, funds can, say in two years from this 
time, be obtained, by loans at different periods, as may be re- 
quired, to the amount of $2,500,000, on the credit and in behalf 
of the State of Ohio, at an interest of six per cent, per annum, 
by giving satisfactory references for paying the interest semi- 
annually, and reimbursing the principal at the termination of 
diirty years !" 

I have no hesitation, in answering affirmatively ; I have no 
doubt but that funds to the extent specified, and on the terms 
proposed, may be procured. The requisite loan may be ob 
tained either in Europe or in this country. 

It wilt be recollected that there is a vast disposable unem- 
ployed capital in Great Britain. The finances of that country 
are in a state of improvement, and in a period of peace she now 
requires no loans. The greatest borrower is consequently out 
of the market. The moneyed men in Europe have therefore 
accommodated France, Austria, Russia, and some of the gov- 
ernments in South America, with extensive loans, and certainly 
none of them afford such ample security for reimbursement as 
the State of Ohio. 

The moral and political institutions of Ohio are all propitious 
to the observance of good iaith ; her population is respectable 
in number, and excelled by none in elevation of character ; her 
government has been wisely administered, and she cherishes 
with enthusiasm that spirit of liberty and independence which is 
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connected with the best interests of men and the^mo^t flounshrag 
condition of states. 

Next to New-Yorky Ohio will be the most populous state ia 
the Unioh ; she is susceptible of a population of 12 millions ; 
contains 39,000 square miles, and has ever^ facility for carrying 
the pursuits of productive industry to the highest pitch of ina- 
provement. 

She therefore presents all the leading inducements for tho 
confidence of capitalists. She does not owe a cent, and can, it 
is hoped, so arrange her financial affairs as to meet the interest 
of the loans. 

At the termination of one year New- York will have no far- 
ther occasion for loans ; and in two years a considerable portion 
of the funded debt of the United States will be paid off. Capi- 
talists can then find no better place of investment than Ohio. 

If two millions and a half are borrowed, every square mile in 
Ohio will be only answerable for sixty-four dollars. What an 
ample security for so small a sum ! and it will be recollected 
that, when this canal is perfected, it will, by the markets which 
it opens, increase the value of lands almost immediately fifty 
per cent., and diffuse the blessings of opulence over the whole 
country. 

In a word, sir, all that ia necessary to complete this great en- 
terprise is the will to direct it. Considering, as I always have, 
that it is only a continuation of the Erie Canal ; that it will pro- 
mote correspondent advantages, and that it is identified with the 
stability of our government and the prosperity of our country, I 
own that I feel a more than common solicitude on this subject. 



De WUt CliiUon to William D. Foot, 

Albany, December 4th, 18231 
My dear Sir : 
Your friendly letter of the 17th of November arrived when I 
was on a visit to New- York, worn which place I have recently 
returned. This must be my apology for so protracted a reply. 
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When at that place I have learned enough to convince me 
that your suggestions are ^rrect, and this impression is cor- 
roborated from so many respectable ^^oarters, that doubt would 
be affectation. The body politic is indeed about to relieve itself 
from the unnatural pressures which have been heaped upon it. 

As to the future, we must be regulated by events, keeping 
strictly in view the great interests of our country, as paramount 
to all earthly considerations. In the opinion of the best-informed 
men in the Union, the voice of this state will have a preponder- 
ating effect. Governor Randolph, Mr. Jefferson's enlightened 
and patriotic son-in-law, told me so lately, and without reserve, 
in New-York. In whose favour that voice shall be expressed 
is a subject which requires great deliberation. If we cannot 
obtain the greatest good, we must endeavour to select the neit, 
and, at all events, to avoid alarming evils. 

The events which are in a train of development will have an 
important bearing, not only on the well-being of America, but on 
the stability of free government ; and yet it is appalling to per- 
ceive such struggles for power without reference to the public 
interest. We must, after all, my worthy friend, rely upon the 
general diffusion of education as the palladium of liberty. The 
people always mean right ; and, although sometimes misled, yet 
they will, in the progress of time, render justice to themselves 
and to their real friends, if therblessmgs of knowledge are freely 
and fully communicated. 

You will perceive that this hasty communication is intended 
for your private perusal ; I shall be happy to be favoured with a 
continuation of your correspondence. 



De Witt Clinton to Mdhlon Dickerson, 

Albany, December 13th, 1823. 
DiAB Sib : 
I thank you for the President's Message, which is justly con- 
sidered an able document. If you have any intelligence with 
respect to the Northern Canal of New Jersey, it will give me 
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great pleasure to bear from you respecting it, as I conceive th^ 
contemplated measure to have a veiy important bearing on tb^ 
public interests. 

Wben I had the pleasure of seeing you -at your house, \ 
promised, in reference to the prosperity of your fishponds, t6 
communicate to you a mode of raising trout that has been sue 
cessfttlly adopted in Europe. 

About forty years ago, Mr. Jacobi, of Hanover, after pre 
paring a trough with gravel at the bottom, through which spring 
water was made to flow, took a female trout, and pressed and 
rubbed its belly gently, by which means it parted very readily 
with its spawn without any injury, in a basin of clear water. 
He then took a male trout, and rubbed and pressed its belly 
gently in the same manner, to let the melt or soft roe enter the 
same basin where the female roe was, and then stirred them to- 
gether. The same result would follow if the roe were cut out 
of dead fishes, and mixed together in the same way. He then 
spread the mixed spawn in the trough, and let in the water. 
A more detailed account of this process may be found hi the 
thirty-fourth volume of Tilloch's Philosophical Magazine, which 
work you either have, or ought to have, in the library of Con< 
gress. In this way he bred annually vast quantities of salmon, 
trout, and other fresh-water fish. 

We have so many good indigenous fish, that it has not been 
thought worth while to import any new species. The common 
carp was introduced into England in 1514; its favourite resi- 
dence is in slow and stagnant water ; it unites rapidity of growth 
with longevity, and is very fruitful, a single carp having pro- 
duced 342,144 eggs ; and it is also considered excellent food. 
It is a hardy fish, and may be imported alive, or its spawn may 
be put up and transmitted in jars, as is practised in similar cases 
by the Chinese. ^ 

The Cyprinus Auratus, or Gold-fish, is a native of China and 
Japan ; it will flourish in any collection of pure water, and its 
increase is prodigious. It is said to be good for the table. This 
fish was imported into Europe from China, and has been Intro- 
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duced into tbis country by tbat circuitous route. I bave tbem 
in glass vessels in my house, where they make a beautiful ap- 
pearance. They were obtained from a little pond on the island 
of New- York, which is literaUy filled with them. As they mul- 
tiply with great rapidity, one of your fishponds ought to be 
stocked with them. They will at Idast furnish food for your 
trout, besides gratifying the sight with their beautiful appearance. 
If you have a desire to be supplied, call on Dr. Hosack when 
you visit New- York, and it will give him great pleasure to see 
you ^commodated. If I am successful in importing the com- 
mon carp from England, yoa shall participate in the benefits of 
my enterprise. 



De Witt Clinton to Jacob Harvey. 

Albany, March 20th, 1824. 
Dear Sir: 

I send by this steamboat O'DriscolPs work on Ireland, and 
Washington's Sketch of the United States, in separate enve- 
lopes. The former is a book of much interest, and contains 
many original views and much valuable information. He, how- 
ever, too evidently strains his brains to shine as a fine writer, 
and he sometimes tires the reader by uniformity, and palls the 
appetite by high seasoning. A trareller is more fatigued if the 
road is level or straight, than if it be waving or winding. The 
Sermons of Blair and the Poems of Darwin have been received 
as models of superior writing, but they soon lose their hold on 
the mind by their splendid numotdny. O'Driseoll has fancy, 
patho^ dtseriminatien, information, a great command of lan- 
guage, and, what ia better, an entire devotedness to his mncb- 
injured country. Except two or three paradoxes, I see nothing 
to object to the matter of his book. His idea that the manu- 
facturing greatness of England is owing to the poor laws, is 
about as wise as the doctrine of Malthus, that the calamities of 
Ireland are owing to potatoes. 

In defiance of this heretical dogma of Malthus, I did not hesi- 
t«le to try how far it would apply to the comfort of individuals ; 
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and I availed myself of the opportunities which you have so 
kindly afforded me for a full experiment, and I assure you that 
I found nothing in the process but what puts the hypothesis of 
Malthus to the blush. Surely what is beneficial to individuals 
must be so to conmiunities or collections of individuals. The 
salubrity of the potato is demonstrated in the beauty of your 
women, the strength of your men ; and as population depends 
on subsistence, even according to the speculstions of Malthus, 
the increasing numbers of Ireland, harassed as that country has 
been by tithes, taxes, oppression, and bad government, establish 
beyond question the futility of his theory. 

I am, upon the whole, so much pleased with 0*Driscoll, that 
I shall esteem it as a continuation of your kindness if you will 
favour me with an opportunity of looking at his newspapers. 



In compliance with your request, and in accordance with m/ 
hereditary predilections, I did not on the 17th forget the coun- 
try for which God has done so much and men so little, nor did 
I omit to render my devoirs to the saint, and to pledge the health 
of the friend who has so kindly reminded me of the occasion. 



De Witt Clinton to John Jacob Astof. 

New-York, December 2d, 1824. 
Dbab Sir : 

When on a short visit to this place, I had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving from your son your tetter from Geneva. The surprise 
which your silence had produced was removed by hearing of the 
accident which has occurred to you, and of which your com- 
munication gave me the first information. 

The growth of this city exceeds the most sanguine anticipa- 
tions. You will scarcely recognise it on your return ; upward 
of 3000 houses will be erected this year. This extraordinary 
prosperity is principally imputable to the great canals, all of 
which are finished, except 30 miles of the Western termination 
of the Erie Canal, and which will be completed the beginning 
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of next July. The revenue from tolls this year will be 325,000 
dollars, and every succeeding season will augment its amount. 
I always told you that, if I were proprietor of the island of New- 
Tork, I would at once construct t^ese works at my own ex- 
pense ; and there is now no part of the world which contains a 
canal of such extent as the Western one, and which has a city 
that forms the concentrating point of such immense internal and 
external commerce as New- York. 

Our political excitements will not be terminated antil the te& 
mination of the pending presidential election. The 24 electoral 
colleges met yesterday in their respective states, and gave in 
their votes : the whole number of votes is 261. 

The probability is, that Jackson will have 100 votes, Adams 
80, and the remainder will be divided between Crawford and 
Clay. A majority of all the votes, that is, 131, is necessary to 
constitute a choice by the electoral college ; and in case this 
aggregate number is not rendered, the election is transferred to 
the House of Representatives, who select by states one out of 
the three highest on the list of the electoral colleges. Whether 
Crawford or Clay will be the third person is doubtful, but it is 
believed that it will be the former. In every alternative, the 
general opinion and the general wish is in favour of the elec- 
tion of Jackson. 

You will probably see in the gazettes that I am elected gov- 
ernor by the greatest majority that was ever given in^ this state 
in a contested election. The other elections have been of a 
similar character, and we are completely rescued from the late 
dominant party. If Heaven shall spare my life, I will endeavour 
to put this state on a footing which will call all her energies into 
activity, and elevate her still higher in the scale of prosperity. 

Your return will afford the highest satisfaction to your nu- 
merous friends, and to none more than to yours sinceiely. 
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De Witt Clinton to Jamcf Renvnck, 

Albany, Octob^ 1st, 1825. 
Dbak Sir : 
The firing of heavy cannoa aloog the line of the Erie Canal 
on the dny of the celebration of its completion, and probably 
ftom Albany 4o New- York, may afford a good opportunity fos 
some interesting experiments on the phenomena of sound by the 
use of accurate chronometers at suitable places. The distance 
from BufiUo to Sandy Hpok, by way of the canal, is rising 500 
miles. I i^m aware that acoustics or the philosophy of sound 
has been closely attended to, but there is constantly unexplored 
ground in erery acience, and valuable gleanings may at least be 
elicited from the most improved state of useful knowledge. 



De Witt Clinton to Pannenio Adams. 

Albany, December 21st, 1825. 
Dbar Sis : . 

You have done me the honour to ask my opinion respecting 
the most advisable constitutional arrangen^ut for the promotion 
of internal improvements. On this subject I never bad a doubt. 
As the national government has all the effective revenue and 
funds of the nation, it ought, if it has not, to be invested with the 
power of distributing a due portion among the several states for 
the establishment of canals, &c. The rule of apportionment 
should be population,, or, if you please, representation. There 
might be some di£iculty in making all the requisite provisions on 
this subject. When there is a common interest of several states, 
and the intended work passes only through one state, then the 
states interested ought to make a common concern. 

For these reasons, and to remove all doubts, I should like an 
amendment to the Constitution, investing Congress with the 
power of appropriation only and no other, and with this express- 
ion the first part of Mr. Bailey's amendment is proper in sub- 
stance ; but the second section, empowering Congress to make 
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ffunreys of coasts, rivers, roads, dm., is, in fact, investing them 
with pl^iary power over the whole subject, ami eitending it to 
other points. What power is to judge of argent pur|MMes but 
Congress ; and they may or may not dispense money to the states 
as they please. This amendment, if adapted, would be a virtual 
annihilation of the state governments ; and I am astonished at 
the foolery of the proposal. The author might have considered 
it a profound artifice, but its insidious and Jesuitical character is 
obvious ; and, although the head of the ostrich is concealed, yet 
the whole body is , completely exposed. Under the pretext of 
rendering homage to the state governments, it gives them no* 
thing, and the general government everything. 



D« Witt CUntmi to WiUiam D. Ford. 

Albany, April 14tfa, l^e. 
Dkab Sift : 
I have nominated you for Master in Chancery. I should have 
added the oCBce of Examiner, but it would be against a rule 
which I have adopted, not to vest these two offices in the same 
person. This explanation i think proper to make, because the 
cdumnioos reports which appear to have been received and 
cherished in your village may also have infected this subject. 
I received a letter from — - of a very impertinent character, 
and whsch I ^11 c(msign to the merited contempt of silence, 
inquiring, in substance, whether I had changed my principles 
and dnndoned my friends ; from this and other sources I infer 
the existence of slanders of various kinds in your quarter, and 
the whole system seems to originate from the appointment of a 
notary. This office has never, that I can recollect, been refused 
by me on political grennda, and it has always been classed 
among those minor offices which are not worthy of any other 
notice than the fitness ef the candidate. The applications in 
euch cases of the members from the counties where the officers 
are, have been generally, if not always, acceded to on the ground 
^f unity, and with a view to destroy, as far as possible, those 
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tgitations which have convulsed and disgraced the state. As 
Mr. T was very improperly rejected by the Senate last ses- 
sion, with a view, as I was told, to obtain the appointment of 

notary for a Mr. , I was determined not to nominate the 

latter, and the former has since declined a renomination. In 
the interval between the declining of Mr. T and the re- 
ceipt of the recommendation of Mr. B., a recommendation in 
favour of Mr. W., by the Senator and Members of Assembly of 
yoar county, was handed to me, and I acquiesced, as usual, in the 
arrangement ; and I am only surprised that men of sense should 
so far lose their intelligence as to lay stress on such petty in- 
cidents. 

Mr. B. was nominated as brigade inspector. - The brigadier 
general is opposed to it ; and, in taking this step, which I con- 
sider due to his position and his merits, I am not without my 
apprehensions that he may be rejected. The opposition, yon 
know, have a majority in the Senate, and a conciliatory system 
is necessary between the two1>ranche8 of the appointing power, 
in order to promote the best interests of our country ; for the 
best laws are inefficient without good officers to execute them. 

My course of policy was delineated in my first message. 
Chosen by the people, I expressed my determination to be their 
governor, not the governor of a party. I have acted on this sys- 
tem honourably, conscientiously, and to the general satisfaction. 
Not a murmur of disapprobation has been expressed against the 
principle ; but, when it is carried into practice, the most injurious 
imputations are applied ; and, with some of the blustering pa- 
triots of the day, moderation is apostacy ; and an attempt to 
unite the people in favour of their own prosperity, and in virtu- 
ous and patriotic principles, is denounced as a profligate coali- 
tion ; and the jugglers behind the distant curtain, who blow up 
the coals of discord, are worshipped by the few, the very few 
puppets of their ambition : but they that sow the wind will prob 
ably reap the whirlwind. 
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